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CHAPJE.R6

o THE OBUGAnO OF APPO NO ANIMAM ANDnlEOBUGATION OF
OBEDIENcETOHIM AND"IHEUNLAWFULNESSOJ:REBELLINGAOAINST

HIM AND DEPOSING HIM FOR ANY REASON SHORT OF lJNBELJEF

I uY. and successi$ from God.:Be it bOWD that there is consensus the poim; t
it is th duty of the Mudi to a.ppoint aa imlm.~ 0 tbc 1&,..,Witb regard to
the words ordJ vmmct:

"I.t is an 0 igatioa to appoint a just imAm;Know that this by divibepreccp~ DOt the
jwlgcmtDt of human JaSOmng.·

AJ.LaqqiDia.ic1mJUs.IIMj, ' rrut is.,to appoint Itld iDstaIanIm4m.This tawisaddres$ed
to the ""hOJecotllJIumity (JI1TU1UI)J as from the death or£be Prophet umiI the Day of
Resunedion: ut when the influential IbCQ .( 4JUtJl.ltdll!WJ1-eaqd) Z perform . task.
it mffi= lor an.., llomatUf etherit be ill timesotcivilmite or othe:nri.se.'Ibis is
_ccord1.ag to tbt Swmls,and.when [the tmn] imamltc is UICd.lmRStric:lt;dly.4 it means
theCaliphate, which uaD. over.illieadmbipembrac:iD.ganreligiousaDd temporal aIt~
(ua<lc::r!akcDlOD beha1Cof the Prophet.' Expowlding the me:.aDingof ~by divin prco:pt"
al-LaqqbJ ;aid: 1t IDe8.1ISthat the obligation of ppo' i1iDgan im6m over D comm-

18A uaityis:based on diviD law, a=o iDg to the S~ 1/ tOT a numberof reasons.
,chief of 'Vi •ell is the fjm~of 1 Comjwdom who SO emphasised it that thsy CO_ • c:red
it the 1I10st + polUDt of duties and wen=distradcd by it trom bwyiD . _- PropheL A
similar (situalioDhasoc:c:uned]foUowmg the death 0 everyim4mup to tile pn:stDtday.
Howcvu. . d~t on who issuilablt for the 0 ce of Caliph does no detract
from theiragreementon the obligatio of :lp~ti:Dg 0 _ Thus DODe:of the:m Aid that
tbere was 0 needfor aD Imim.·
. Al-Sl1b~ said : "Acco1'diDs:to tile CCDSQlSUS of the Compqi01li after tbe death or
.e Prophet" men S oUldappoint im4tnwho will QO after their inwau. TheyP\l'C

this precedcoce0... d other ObliptiODS and peoplehave b!en abidi g by this ever the
Evenif the appoiDI:edimbrt is Dot die most II itablCtneYcrth =the _ere act of

PPOUUiD8him is sufficieQtto disclwge the (religious}obligation. . . . ,
As to the obtigatiOD of cbedience to him, ~Laqqaw. cxpolmding the wonk of the

vcn:i6cr, "Do BOt dm.afe from _His plain c:omma.cd0
• Elid iDhis .ltlt4!: f']'bat mQOS (a

COfDJDa-ndwhich ilJ elear aDdiDa:er:ordaDc:ewith ·the rules of La t nor ls ould you de\'i-

J. The phrue ""nal~ '11'~ il U= . ill moa:
tqlc - ' c;cf bl1m 1o UJead of tile 'a'OfId. •

2. AM #l-lrJHf~ '/- '4tpJ: Le, lir.endty "tho$I; who~ qllali&d co bote UJd blnd' , aicnJF>ia'those W11i1CD'. amc I:
thr Mwlimswh R:fI~~ them lDa~cirlland d~"UlIm6m. T1:lc·QWIlbtroftbea men Q DOt~;
at~ CftII an .ppoiQuneoc IIIlld~ I),. one IMn in UKpn!sefIt"!! of~,.;~ -*S RCQpSd owN ftfcrmcn:

Ii modcmcisu.idC1l1rrych=n ""ith whole naUo!loOf lbe bodrol the IcitDed~ IlIhe hislor,ycf Wam.<Ih/
.../~N_ ·~·.Wfte lboKmen.in II-; Cl'pital ho wteldec1po1i~ powa . havill. OOIVo=I of ·thc a:!)oI&n

&JIlllllenoUh men.see~ (l>.I1\.AlrJaJ.O;2JJw#.,••••
J . cleai of an imalll or alipb is a '~¥e. dilly (fiw! Id!a;o) ",. - y tle pcI'1ortlll:l try oDeII'WI. 0

beJt~U()f lbeelll:in:eommur.ily.U~IO a 'pen.oaafduly ([41'; .~. Gdlas !hi: _ormanOl: crthoJ 1i
caily pR~n, hlcll mU5lbe carrlcd out by nay adult mIim.

4. See~. 81 D. 1
j; . J:llh r T It; ·I-Dtn or hi$ $On j'jj a l-Din.Thc- qUl:Ju.tioahas pmvul uaua;:eablc .
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