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Chapter Seventeen
On What the Shehu Mentioned to the People Concerning the Verses Which
Incite Terror and the Description of the Hell-Fires

ealize that theShehuarranged these verses in sequence. He used to say:
“Whoever obeys the commands of Allah and avoids His prohibitions has
entered upon the path to Paradise. Whoever fails to obey the commands of
Allah or avoid His prohibitions then he has stumbled into the Hell-finels

have warranted being included among its people.
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“For them Hell will be the resting place and above them will be calamiities
Allah ta'ala says:
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“For them from above will be the gloom of the Hell-Fires and beneath whire
gloom” Allah ta’ala says:
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“And every obstinate oppressor was brought to destruction. In front of Hitellis
Fires and he will be made to drink boiling contaminated water. He wifblmed to

drink it down his throat and death will come to him from every placehdutill not
die and in front of him will be a tremendous tormeAtlah ta'ala says:
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“Then for those who disbelieved, garments of fire will be cut out far. tMolten
lava will be poured down over their heads, which will cause their éati@imelt and
their skins. And for them will be hooked rods made of iron. Each tijeséed to get
away from it, angrily they will be driven back into it and it will$sd to them, ‘Taste
the torment of roastiny”



Allah ta'ala says
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“Is that better entertainment or the tree of Zag@uwerily 1 have made it as a
temptation for the unjust. Verily, it is the tree that springsoduhe bottom of Hell-
Fires. The shoots of its fruit-stalks are like the heads of deMisn, they will eat
from it and fill their bellies with it. Then after that theyliviae given molten lava to
drink so that it becomes like a broth. Then after that their destithyp&ihe flaming
fire of Hell-Fires. Verily, they found their fathers on the wronghpao they too
hastened in thelr footste!bsAIIah ta'ala says:
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“Verily the tree of Zagqum will be the food of the sinners. Likenigodil it will boil
in the bellies, like the bubbllng of molten ldvia will be said to the Angels
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“Seize hinfmeaning everyone from the people of the hell fieeg) drag him into the
midst of the Hell-Fires. Then pour from over his head the tormenblémlava”
Allah ta'ala says:
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“Seize him and fetter him, then throw him in the blazing Fire. Then faistewith a
chain which is seventy cubitd\llah at ala says:
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“Then let them taste it - molten lava and puss from dirty wounds. At ot
punishments of a S|m|Iar kind doubledllah ta ala says:
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“When iron collars will _be rounded over their necks and with chains ity
dragged along in the molten lava and then they will roasted in the’ Atiah ta’ala
says:
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“Verily with Me are fetters and a raging Fire. And food that chokes and rdupai
punishment



Then after that the Shehu would mention the dialogue of the people of the
Hell-Fire as it is mentioned in the prophetic tradition relatg al-Bayhaqi: that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peadge“Séerily there will
be five supplications for the people of Hell-Fires. Allah tavélarespond to four of
their supplications. When they make the fifth supplication theyneillbe allowed to
speak thereafter forever They will say:
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‘Our Lord You caused us to die twice and You gave us life twice. Youkaloweour
sins. Is there in way out of th®s Allah ta'ala will respond:
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‘This is because when Allah alone was called upon you denied Him and when
associates were made with Him you believed in them. For thguoigient belongs
to Allah the Exalted the Greaﬂ' hen they will say

‘Our Lord we have seen and we have heard Return us so that we can dousghte
deeds. Indeed we are people of certa‘r’nt\ylah ta ala will respond
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‘Then taste that which you used to forget of the meeting with this ayrst Verily
| have forgotten you. And taste the punishment of eternity for what gdutasio
Then they will say:
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‘Our Lord postpones us for a short time so that we can answer Your calbléowd f
the messengerdllah ta ala will respond

§J55 e eﬁ L U3 o e—\wﬁ‘ |55 A
‘Were you not among those who swore from before that you would nevetocame
end?’ Then they will say:
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‘Our Lord take us out of it, so that we can do good deeds other than what we used
do.’ Then AIIah ta’ aIa will respond
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‘Did | not prolong your lives so that whoever would receive admonition cea&ive
it!? And warners came to you, so tdsk®r the unjust there are no help&r$hen
they will say:
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‘Our Lord our wretchedness overcame us, and we were a people in@uoLord
bring us out of it and if we return to it then we will indeed be among the uilliah
taala will respond:
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‘Be silent in it And do not spedkFor then they will never thereafter speak again.



There are many other dialogueof the people of the Fire. Among them are
those mentioned in the prophetic tradition related by Ibn al-Mubaarik,satdo ‘It
has reached me that the people of the Hell-Fires will sedknmiption with the
custodian of Hell. Allah ta ala says:
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“Those in the Hell-Fire will say to the custodlans of Hell: ‘Suggié to your Lord
that He may alleviate from us a day from the punishrhéifte custodians will
answer them:
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“Did there not come to you your messengers with clear me&sapey will say:
‘Indeed!” They will say: ‘Go on and supplicate for the supplication of tbdlievers
is only in errot” When they seek relief with the custodians of Hell-Fires, thily
call to Malik, and he will be angry sitting in the center oflHgon an axle around
which the Angels of punishment revolve. There Malik is able tatsedurthest part
of Hell in the same manner as the nearest part. The peoplsawillO Malik! Seek
our needs with your Lord!” And they will beg him for death. Hd sély remain silent
refusing to answer their request for eighty years. A yeenetwill be three hundred
and days. A month will be thirty days. And a day there will ke & thousand years
of your reckoning. Then after eighty years he will show regard for thgimgsa
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“Verily you will reside thereiti When they hear what he says they will then seek
relief as they did before. Some of them will say to othersyd®@ there! Perhaps He
will alleviate from us the punishment and affliction the way atsvalleviated before.
So let us adhere to patience. For perhaps patience will bengfithes same manner
that the people of obedience were patient with obedience to Allah. patisnce
benefited them when they were patient.” Thus, they will akado remain steadfast
with the punishment. They will be patient until their patience goes flong time.
They will then have regret and call out:
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“It is the same whether we show remorse or show patience. Thebe wo escapé
Meaning there will be no escape from it to safety.



Then I blis will say to them:
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“Verily Allah promised you a promise of truth and | made a promise taHawever

| went against my promise. | had no authority over you except that édnydu. You
in turn answered my invitation. Therefore do not blame me, but blame yastselv
cannot answer your screams nor will you be able to answer my screamhs] ¥eny
what deities you used to associate before with.Hifor when they hear what he
says, they will detest themselves He will say to them
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“Verily Allah’s detestation is greater than our detestation of ourselleey will say:
‘Twice have You caused us to die and twice have You caused us to diweweN
confess our sins. Is there any way for us to get”otite will say in answer to them:
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“This is because when Allah alone was called upon they denied Him anedeahev
partners besides Him. For the Final Judgment it with Allah the ExaltedGreat”
This will be the first dialogue.
Then they WI|| caII out a second tlme

“Our Lord take us out so that we can do good, then we WI|| have certaifiben
Allah ta'ala will answer them:
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“If I had desired | would have given every soul its guidance, howeveotdegsirue
from Me that | will fill the Hell-Fires with the Jinn and mankiatl together. So
therefore taste what you used to overlook of the meeting with thief@awrs. | have
overlooked you. So taste the punishment of eternity due to what you uséd to do
Then they will call outa third time:
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“Our Lord postpone us for a short time so that we can respond to Your call and
follow the messenget‘sThen AIIah ta'ala will answer them
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“Did you not swear before that you would not come to an end. You resided in the
homes of those who were unjust to themselves and it became cleahtmaybdealt

with them and | threw similarities for you. They plotted their plotg their plots

were with Allah, even had their plots were as big as the mouritains



Then they WI|| call out a fourth time:
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“Our Lord take us out so that we can do good deeds other than what we usé€d to do
Then AIIah ta'ala WI|| answer them
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“Did | not prolong your lives? But you did not take heed from the remindenw
there came to you the Warner. So taste the punishment. There can be no helper for the
unjust” Then they will reside therein as long as Allah wills, wié then call out to
them:
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“Were not My signs recited to you, yet you were among those who deniet them
When they will hear His address, they will say to themselRMsw our Lord will
show us mercyl" They will say at that time:
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“Our Lord our wretchedness overcame us and we were a people in @wot.ord
take us out of it, for if You were to return us, indeed we were among the’ uhijast
ta'ala will say at that point:
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“Be silent and do not spealAt that point all hope and answering of supplication will

be cut off from them. Then they will encounter one another and spittinathers
faces. Then they will be covered and shut in. For this reason Allah ta’ala says:
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“This is Day they will not be allowed to speak, nor will permissiogiven - so that

they might give excusés




