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Sawg-al-Umma
lla Ittiba ‘s-Sunna

with its commentary



In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Mercifuf* may Allah send blessings and
peace upon our master Muhammad and upon his family and Companions and
give them much peacé

Y In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Mercifitlis what Allah has willed and there is no power
nor might besides Allah the Exalted the Mighty, andy Allah bless our master Muhammad, whose
light preceded the creation and whose appearanaersrcy to all the worlds; to the number of all
things that have passed from Allah’s creation anthé number of all those things that persistghéo
number of those blessed and those wretched; wibtessing which engulfs all enumeration and
encompasses all limits; with a blessing which haghreshold, end or termination; with a blessing
which is eternal with the eternity of Allah and gists with His continuity; and upon his family and
Companions and give them much peace. Says the rome po errors due to the abundance of his
ignorance and unrelenting ungrammatical tongue, s&#hbopes have been shattered due to the
deficiency of his actions and erroneous fearful rawass; who has become pathetic due to the
repugnance of his bad deeds and sinful conductmiti&t destitute of the servants in dire need of his
Independent and Praiseworthy Lord — Abu Alfa Umarhlsimmad Shareef bin Farid one of the once
lost from the descendents of our benevolent fatherhibraand thenfound by the blessings of our
master Muhammad upon both of them be the bestibtgss@nd most perfect peace. This is an
annotation composed as footnotes upon Bewd’l-Umma lla lIttiba” as-Sunna of my spiritual
master, my doctrine of belief, my lamp, my suppoy, spiritual path, my guide and proof, the reviver
of the Sunna the knower of Allah, the nucleus of the spiritpales, thdmamof the Awliyya, the light

of the age, the renewer of the religion, the Swofdrruth, Amir’l-Mu’mineen ShehuUthman ibn
Muhammad ibn Uthman, known as Dan Fuduye’, mayhAtiala engulf him in his mercy Amen.
Throughout this annotation | will henceforth refer him as ‘theShehti | have composed this
commentary in order to make manifest what | haveaeted from the secrets of this revered book as
well as the spiritual openings' embodied in adherete the MuhammadanSunnain order to
disseminate its sublime blessings and overflowidgaatages. | have named ithe Desire for
lllumination and Completion of Blessings.-Through ACommentary Upon the Mobilization of the
Umma Towards Following the Sunna. | ask Allah ta'ala that He make it purely for H&nerous
sake. He is enough for me and He is the Best ofdiass. | say and with Allah is my support: the
Shehumay Allah be merciful to him said in the beginnifitn the name of Allah the Beneficent the
Merciful.” This is the well knowrbasmallawhich.comprises the Most Immense Name of Allahictvh

if called upon by It is answered and if asked byangof It is given and in which is gathered the
sciences of the first and the ladtazir Abd’l-Qaadir ibn Gidadu, the government advisadsa Bast
al-Fawaa'id wa Tagreeb al-Magaasi®ur master the learned Abu’l-Abass Ahmad ibn AbAziz

said in his commentary upon the Mukhtasahe reason that texts are initiated with basmallais in
imitation of the WiseQur’an, the Sunnaof the Generous Prophet, may Allah bless him aadtchim
peace, imitating what was related from him upon Hie blessings and peace in the best of the
narratives, and in conformity with the actions bé thest of the spiritual masters and the informed
examples. As for th&®ur'an it begins in its expression and transcription witle basmallain the
Faatihaand all ofQur'anic chapters. As for th8unnait is well known in the prophetic traditions that
he may Allah bless him and grant him peace bedanf hls correspondences with thasmalla’.” He,
upon him be blessings and peace ordered us te lieaitthe beginning of all our affairs as it Hzeen
related by Abd’l-Qadir ar-Rawabhi in his al-Arba eem the authority of Abu Hurayra: “Every affair of
importance which is not begun with the name of ilia severed.” In another narration: “...it is cut
off.” And in another: “...it is dissolved.” The viewggarding thébasmallaare an unfathomable sea
whose limit cannot be attained and whose end cabpeaieached. The scholars have stipulated that
whoever desires to study knowledge, it is necessarynderstand the objectives connected to the
knowledge of thebasmalla For the merits of thbasmallaare innumerable. For those who desire to
know some of its merits should peruse the Qira’'lb&ha of the knower of AllalShaykhMuhammad
Tukur ibn Muhammad and the Bast'l-Fawaid the above mentioned government minidféaziri
Abd’l-Qadir ibn Gidadu.

2 The Shehumay Allah be merciful to him said: “may Allah sehlssings and peace upon our master
Muhammad and upon his family and Companions and tiem much peace” imitating his words,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace as it vedated by at-Tabarani in his_al-Awsan the
authority of Abu Hurayra: “Whoever send blessing®mu me in a book there will always remain an
Angel seeking forgiveness for him as long as my endsnin that book.” For the original meaning of
sending blessings is making supplication as a fpexait of worship based upon the dynamics of those
sending blessings. This prophetic tradition mehaswhoever writes the sending of blessings upen th




Says the poor slave in need of the mercy of his LordJthman ibn
Muhammad ibn Uthman — known aDan Fuduye; (may Allah engulf him in His
mercy, Amenj

Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peacki$ncomposed book or letter, that there will
always remain an Angel making supplication for foigyiveness for the duration that the name of the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peao®ies in that book or letter. Regarding this afso i
what he upon him be blessings and peace said: “Wdnagends blessings upon me in a book, then
there will be good fortune for what is in it.” Sorné the latter Maliki scholars uphold the view that
those addressed in its meaning are those who thetsending of blessings upon him in their book or
letter; or it means those who recite the actuadditeys which is already recorded in a book oriette
This latter interpolation is broader and inspiresrenhope, while the former interpolation is more
apparent and stronger. This is what is intended hgrthe saying: ‘may Allah bless him and grant him
peace.’ Some of the scholars have said that thaingaf sending blessings upon him may Allah bless
him and grant him peace in a book is writing it@opanied with articulating it in order to obtain by
that the reward mentioned in the aforementionegletic traditionsShaykhShihab’d-Deen Ahmad
al-Khafaji said in his Naseem ‘r-RiyaatiOne of the traditionist once said: ‘| used tartscribe the
sending of blessings only, and then | saw the Repphay Allah bless him and grant him peace in a
dream and he said to me: ‘Will you not perfect #ending of blessings upon me in your book?’
Thereafter, | never transcribed it without alsobadly sending blessings and peace upon him.” The
author, may Allah be merciful to him mentioned seading of blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace in this blessed 2@&ktimes. For this reason | have made it a litany
which | recite at the beginning of studying it aatdts completion.

% The meaning of the statement of ®keehy may Allah be merciful to him: “Says the poor slan
need of the mercy of his Lord” is giving recognitito his complete absence of ability in every respe
in his essence and non essential qualities. Abahld says: © mankind you are impoverished and
Allah is the Independently Rich the Praisewortt8haykhal-Hatimi said: “The impoverished one is he
who is in need of everything.and nothing.is-in.-n@eédim. In the opinion of the realized ones the
impoverished one is the pure absolute slave, whtae in the reality of his existence is the sase a
his state in the reality of his non-existenc8tiaykhlbn al-Hajj said regarding the impoverished one:
“He is the one who has left worldly affairs behihim and has turned towards his Hereafter in
preoccupation with his Lord;.and has embarked. ugencorrection of his soul and purifying it of
‘otherness’. For each heart in which there resatbsr than Allah is in the realm of abandonment and
dejection. And in each heart in which nothing resithesides Him, glory be to Him the Exalted there
occurs spiritual openings, Self manifestations emtithate converse in his secret in congruence with
the strength of his spiritual state.” Tiéali Abu Yazid al-Bustami, may Allah be merciful to hsaid:
“The Absolute Being once said to me: ‘Draw neaM® with that which is not Mine: humiliation and
impoverishment’.”"ShaykhAhmad ibn "Ajiba, may Allah be pleased with hinidsdAs for the truly
dependent and impoverished he is deficient of alieny except Allah. He has rejected everything
which preoccupies him from Allah. It is for thisason that the masters of this station say: ‘Thiy tru
impoverished one is he who does not control ndreicontrolled.” This means that he does not own
any created thing and no created thing owns hine fiterequisites of the person of this station are
four: [1] elevated spiritual purpose; [2] excellesgrvice; [3] extolling that which is sacred; adg [
piercing determination.” The meaning of the wordstlee Shehumay Allah be merciful to him:
“Uthman ibn Muhammad ibn Uthman known as Dan Fudugethat he wag&mir'l-Mu’mineen Abu
Muhammad Sa’dUthman ibn Muhammad ibn Uthman ibn Saalih ibn Haarun ibn Muhammad
Ghurdu ibn Muhammad Jubba ibn Muhammad Sanbu ibysivén ibn Ayyub ibn Buba Baba ibn Abu
Bakr ibn Musa Jokolli ibnmam Dambube’ at-Turuude' al-Fulati as-Sudani, the ReneWe was
known in the language of Hausa as ‘Dan Fodio’. Weaning of “dan’ in the Hausa language is the
‘son of’. The meaning of ‘fuduye’ in the languaddralbe is ‘the jurist’, which means that his fath
Muhammad was a majestic scholar famous for hisiegrand fearful awareness. As for the mother of
the Shehushe was Hawwa birayyidatFatima bint Muhammad as-Shareef ibn Abd’'s-Samad ib
Ahmad as-Shareef ibn Ali al-Yanbui® ibn Abd”r-Razpibn as-Saalih ibn al-Mubaarik ibn Ahmad ibn
Abu’l-Hassan Ali as-Shadhili ibn Abdallah ibn AbéBaar ibn Tamim ibn Hurmaz ibn Hatim ibn
Qusay ibn Yusef ibn Yusha® ibn Wardi ibn Ahmad iimhammad ibn Isa ibn Muhammad ibn al-
Hassan as-Sabt ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib and FatimaZahra the daughter of the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace and upon hre ffamily and pleasing Companions. See the
introduction for a concise summary of his life. Tineaning of the words of tHgéhehy may Allah be
merciful to him: “..may Allah engulf him in His mercy, Amen” ‘may Heupige or inundate him in




All praises are due to Allahwho has raised the supports of Bennaand
exalted its lamps; who has diminished the existence of herétical/ation and
exposed its “lights”; who has made plain the evidences of thimdiReality and
manifested its secrets; and who has eclipsed the pathseaidats and obliterated its
influences’

It'. It has been related by at-Tabarani on thehority of Usama ibn Shareek that the Prophey ma
Allah bless him and grant him peace said: “Theradsone who will enter Paradise by his actions.”
They said: “Not even you?” He said: “Not even meless Allah completely engulfs me in His mercy.”
Abu "Ubayd said: “The meaning of his words: ‘contelg engulf me’, means to completely enclose, to
completely envelope and to completely conceal ntb Wi” There is no doubt that this was the case
because Allah ta’ala said about him, upon him lesdihgs and peaceAfid We have not sent you
except as a mercy to all the world#f the ‘mercy of Allah’ is an intimation to thBrophet of mercy,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, then thanimg of his words: ‘may Allah engulf him in his
mercy’ means may he envelope him in the charadtdreoProphet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, enclose him in h&unna and inundate him in the overflowing of his lightsxd Allah knows
best.

* The meaning of the words of tiehumay Allah be merciful to him: “All praises are dtgeAllah”

is following the pattern set by the Mighty Booky fine Qur'an begins with His exalted wordsAll
praises are due to Allah, the Lord of the wofldad imitating by that his words may Allah blesmh
and grant him peace: “Every affair of importancdahtis not begun with: All praises are due to Allah
and sending blessings upon me is severed.” Shehumay Allah be merciful to him said in his
Kitab'l-Wird: “It is a duty upon us to praise Allah with theafse that is fitting Him as an incumbent
obligation without limit.” The meaning of the worad the Shehy may Allah be merciful to him:
“...who has raised the supports of Bennd, the expression ‘support’ comes from a piece obd/
normally used to properly establish-a house. Inpiftogphetic tradition of Umm Zar'a: “My husband is
an elevated support.” What is meant by the supgfothe house is its nobility, as it was mentioned i
the Lisan’l-"Arab Thus, the meaning of his words is: All praises dne to Allah who has raised the
scholars of th&sunnawho give life to theSunna honor it and teach it to the people in every age
place.” The meaning of the words of tBaehy may Allah be merciful to him: “...and exalted its
lamps”; the plural of lamp, is a signal usuallyged between two limits. Shamr related on the aitthor
of al-Asma’i: “A lamp is a sign or signal lamp péalcupon the road or between the boundaries of two
lands, made either of mud or earth.” In the projshteadition on the authority of Abu Hurayra may
Allah be pleased with him: “Islam has its landmaaksl supports”; that is to say that it has sigré an
laws by which is it known. Thus, the meaning of Wwigrds: “...and exalted its lamps” is that Allah is
the One who has exalted the right acting scholdre wlarify the' distinguishing boundaries of the
Sunna by means of their spiritual states, their actiand teachings. All praises are due to Allah for
that. The meaning of the words of tB&ehy may the mercy of ‘Allah be upon him: “... who has
diminished the existence of heretical innovatiod arposed its “lights”; is that heretical innovatis

an invention which has been innovated in the r@figfter the perfection of the religion. Ibn aseaik
said: “Heretical innovation is every invented mattébn al-Athir said: “Innovation are two kinds:
innovations of guidance and innovations of errdne Tnnovations of guidance includes those about
which the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hind grant him peace said: ‘Whoever enacts an
excellentsunnanwill have the reward of all the people who act mjy as Umar ibn al-Khatab, may
Allah ta’ala be pleased with him said regardingdblective standing in congregational night prayer
during Ramadhan ‘This is a blessed innovation.’ Innovations ofcgrare those reprehensible matters
which have become a convention but are not knowretapart of th&unnaor from the principles of
theshari’a as he upon him be blessings and peace said:nibsé evil of matters are invented matters.
For every invention is a heretical innovation amdrg heretical innovation is error and every eand

its companion is in the Fire’.” As-Shafi’ said: Hovations are two kinds: praiseworthy and
blameworthy. That which conforms with tleinnais praiseworthy and that which conflicts withgt i
blameworthy.” Some of the scholars divide innovagidased upon the five legal divisions within the
shari'a as it will be explained clearly Allah willing. Tis, the meaning of the words of tBeehy may
the mercy of Allah be with him: “... who has diminighthe existence of heretical innovation”; is all
praises are due to Allah who has diminished faisevations which are those which are forbidden and
reprehensible that conflict with what Allah and Hikessenger have ordered, and with the principles
established in the foundations of thieari'a by means of the scholars of tBe&innafrom the ancient
past and after them. The meaning of his words: “...a@xgbsed its ‘lights’; means that forbidden or
reprehensible heretical innovations resemble guelaand the illumination of thehari'a but are in



Peace and blessings be upon Muhammaaho elucidated the methods of
the Divine realities and erected its secrets; and who commaodeliow the Sunna
and to adhere to its traditions; and upon his family and Companion$ tladino; and
also upon the masters of thaabi'uunand the right acting scholats.

reality not from it. Abu Adnan said: “The heretigahovator is the one who comes with a matter which
has resemblance, but which in reality has no béginprior to it.” Thus, the ‘lights’ of heretical
innovations are in reality obscurities which loakifithey are from the light of the religion but fiact

are not. Thus, the scholars of tBainna may Allah ta’ala be pleased with them are thos® w
distinguish between truth and falsehood; and betvwihe Sunnaand heretical innovations. They are
those who clarify heretical innovations as such dimdinish the darkness of their obscurities which
resemble the lights of trghari'a and theSunna and then make the former contemptible in thetkear
of the people. The meaning of the words of $teehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “...and
who has made plain the evidences of the Divine ieahd manifested its secrets”; the phrase
‘evidences’ is from the singular of a proof whiattsaas a witness. Ibn Sayyidih said: “The witness i
scholar or one who knows and who clarifies whakhews.” Thus, in reality the evidences are the
Knowers of Allah who know their Lord by what hashdirmly established with them in their gnosis
and spiritual unveilings of Him and His creatiororFAllah ta‘ala is the One who clarifies His
knowledge in their hearts, illuminates their inné&gion and manifests His secrets upon their tongues
The reality of any matter means the absolute cggtabgarding its affair and contains the truthitof
and its necessities. Thus, the meaning of ‘Divireali&es’ in the language of its People are direct
knowledge from Allah and the mystical sciences Whace in conformity with thehari g for spiritual
realities without theshari*a are false. The meaning of ti&hehuwords, may the mercy of Allah be
upon him: “...and who has eclipsed the paths of faledhand obliterated its influences”; is that the
pluralities of falsehoods are that which are diaivelly opposite the truth. Allah ta’ala sayshe
Truth has come and falsehood perishes. Indeedhfatgk by its very nature perisheé3hus, falsehood

is everything which conflicts with the realm of tthuwhich comprise: the judgment of reason, the text
of the Qur'an, the text of uninterrupted prophetic.traditiongldhe consensus of the scholars of the
Sunna may Allah be pleased with them, as 8teehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him said in his
Fat'h’l-Basa’ir. Abu "Ubayda said: “There is coming a time of iige falsehood.” This means a time in
which there will appear many evil scholars who gitesent to the people in an excellent light those
injustices, heretical innovations.and disobedienghich they have embellished, and will transform
these falsehoods into ‘truths’ and remain silemfarding the real truth even though they have the
ability to speak out. Thus, it is Allah who ecligshie paths of falsehood and obliterates its inftes

by means of the scholars of tBannawho clarify the Truth and teach it to the people.

® The meaning of the words of tiehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “Peace aressings

be upon Muhammad who elucidated the methods oDilime realities and erected its secrets”; the
meaning of blessingsé@laa) in the Arabic language is asking mercy and maldsngplication for
someone or somethingshaykh Abdullahi ibn Fuduye™ said in his Ta'leem’l-AnaartBending
blessings upon the Prophet at least once in antigets an obligationférd) - like bearing witness to his
Prophet-hoodgn-nubuwwg This is in accordance with Allah ta’ala’s wort#S, you who believe send
blessings upon him and give him peace abund&rilging it more than once is highly recommended
(manduub in the Sunnaof Islam and among the customs of its peoples & confirmedunnaand it is
recommended to do it in the lastshahhudof the prayer gs-salaa}, during the night hours before
dawn, at the mentioning of his name, when his na@maentioned in a book, and during the call to
prayer @l-adhar).” The plural phrase ‘methods’ is a path and arckelucidation. Allah ta’ala says:
“For each We have made a law and methodologjly' Abass, may Allah ta'ala be pleased with him
said: “The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless lind grant him peace did not die until he had left
you upon a clear methodological path.” Which is&y that he left them on a spiritual path that was
plain and clear; thus the meaning of his words, tha&ymercy of Allah be upon him: “methods of
the Divine realities” are the paths to gnosis & &bsolute Being. Abu’l-Qasim al-Junayd, may Allah
be pleased with him said: “All of the paths haverelosed except in following the footprints of the
Messenger, may Allah bless him and grant him pé#tr1 Hamza al-Baghdadi, may Allah be pleased
with him said: “There is no guide upon the pathAtlah ta’ala except in following the Beloved, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace. Whoever makesoul adhere to the courtesies of $ena
Allah will illuminate his heart with the light ofiect experiential knowledge of Allah. For therenis
spiritual station more noble than following the Be#d Messenger, may Allah less him and grant him
peace in his commands, deeds, words and charadtee."meaning of his words, may the mercy of
Allah be upon him: “..and erected its secrets”; is that he is the one lilt it and generated it



because all the Divine realities began with hingrupim be the best blessings and most perfect peace
for he is the breaking of the dawn of the lightsDafine Oneness; he is the rising of the sun of the
secrets of Lordship; he is the splendid moon of elernal realities; he is the bridegroom of the
presence of universal compassion; he is the minthefsecrets of Allah and the interpreter of His
proofs; he is the point of the emergence of thewkadge of Lordship; he is the first gleam of the
Divine Secrets; he is the final goal of those whoéspiritual aspirations; he is the guide of those
among the spiritual wayfarers; he is the gathemfgthe realities of faith; the mountain of the
manifestations of spiritual excellence; the platdeascent of the secrets of mercy; the mediatahef
covenant of the Prophets; the vanguard of the arofiehe Muslims; the commander and chief of the
Prophets and Messengers; and the most superidiraséation. O Allah send blessings and peace with
the most successful, the most prosperous, the per$éct, the most correct, the purest, the most
fulfilling, the soundest, and most superior blegsinand most generous benevolence and greetings
upon Your servant, messenger and prophet, our mgkthammad, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace. The meaning of the words of 8freehu may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “and who
commanded to follow th8unnaand to adhere to its traditions”, that is to desttAllah ta'ala ordered
us in His Mighty Book and our master Muhammad, cgdeus in many of his words. For Allah ta'ala
says: ‘And what the Messenger gives you take it and whadtiids you leave it, and fear Allah, verily
Allah is Severe in punishmehtn a narration ofQadi “lyad in his_as-Shifan the authority of Abu
Hurayra that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah blbén and grant him peace said: “Whoever obeys
me, has obeyed Allah, and whoever disobeys me isabaled Allah.” He also said in it that he, upon
him be peace said: “When | forbid you somethinghtheoid it and when | order you to do something
then do it as much as you are able.” It has belateceby Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and at-Tirmidhi on the
authority of al-"Irbaad ibn Sariya who said tha frophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace
said: “Obligatory upon you is mgunnaand theSunnaof the rightly guidedKhalifs. Hold to them
stubbornly. And beware of invented matters, forrgvavented matter is a heretical innovation and
every heretical innovation is error.” He upon him llessings and peace said: “Mynmahave been
commanded to take hold of my words, to ‘obey my camuts, and to follow mpunna Whoever is
content with my words, is then content with ®ar’an.” And other than these from the words of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant peace regarding the command to follow his
Sunnaand adhere to its traditions; as tBeehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him will clearly
clarify in this blessed book. The meaning of thedgoof theShehi may the mercy of Allah be upon
him: “...and upon his family”; is whaadi "lyad said in his as-ShifdThere is unanimous agreement
regarding the permissibility of sending blessingsruother than the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace.” Among these being his familyresNlessenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace said: “O Allah make Your blessiags baraka be upon the family of Ahmad”;
meaning by that himself. The meaning of his fammlgludes his wives and descendents. It is said that
it means those who follow him. It is said that itans hisdmma While the soundest opinion is that
they are the people of his household to whom fibibidden to give the obligatory alms, but to whom
are granted the fifth of the spoils of war. Theselide the core of the Banu Hashim and the Banu
Muttalib. These are the ones whom Allah chose fitincreation after His prophet, blessings of Allah
be upon him and all of them. In the prophetic tiiadi “The obligatory alms is not permissible to be
given to Muhammad and the family of Muhammad.” l@RAthir said: “There is disagreement
regarding the family of the Prophet, may Allah kl&ésm and grant him peace to whom it is forbidden
to give the obligatory alms. The majority of thehslars hold that this refers to the people of his
household, which include his wives, children, AhiAbi Talib and his children and descendents from
Fatima the daughter of the Messenger of Allah, ibgh bless him and grant him peace, Ja'far ibn
Abi Talib and his children, “Aqil ibn Abi Talib ankis children, al-"Abass ibn Abd’l-Muttalib and his
children; and al-Harith ibn Abd’l-Muttalib and hdhildren.” The meaning of the words of tBaehu
may the mercy of Allah be upon him: ‘and Companions, all of them”; is that blessingsrualb the
companions. This is also a proof for the permifigjbof sending blessings upon other than the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him pead@ai "lyad said: “In a tradition of Ibn Umar that
he used to send blessings upon the Prophet, map Aless him and grant him peace, Abu Bakr and
Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them. Twés mentioned by Malik in the al-Muwatt@m a
narration of Yahya al-Andalusi.” For the Companiafighe Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace are every man and woman froomgmen anginn whom Allah designated with
seeing the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grantpeace, listening to him, acceptirgam during

his time, even if their companionship with him ugdm be blessings and peace was a single day. The
Shehymay the mercy of Allah be upon him said in higdtas-Sunnd'Allah “izza wa jalla chose them

in order to establish Hdeenand to exalt His word... Allah “izza wa jalla singlén out with seeing



To continue: ® This is the book called

Sawqg’l-Umma lla Ittiba™ ‘s-Sunna

(The Mobilization of the Umma Towards Following the Sunna)’

their Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant hiragee with witnessing him, and with witnessing the
descent of th&ur'an upon them fresh and brand-new. They took it diyeftbm the mouth of the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peactihheasame time he took it from the mouth of Jjbril
upon him be peace. Allah also favored them withtfitgg along side the Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace; assisting him and protecting With degrading disbelief and destroying it; and
with elevating the light of Islam and exalting He ta'ala singled them out with memorizing the
Qur'an, which descended from the heavens little by lithdlah thus made them suitable for
memorizing it until they left nothing of it, not em a single letter. They then gathered @ww'an
together and made it easy for those who would caftez them. They conquered the lands and regions
on behalf of the Muslims and prepared the way li@nt. They also memorized the traditions of their
Prophet in their hearts and authenticated them frdmat was sure to come of colloquial Arabic,
mistakes, forgetfulness and heedlessness.” Theingeahthe words of th&hehy may the mercy of
Allah be upon him: “..and also upon the masters of Faabi’'uuri; is as he said in his Ihya’s-Sunna
“They are the ones whom the Messenger of Allah, Al#gh bless him and grant him peace, testified
to with moral excellence and virtue by his sayitithe best generations are my generation, then those
who follow them, and then those who follow themé&dBuse of that, there is no need for those who
come after them to establish anything from theqipies of theshari’a On the contrary, everyone who
comes after them are bound to their traditiolugallad, for the most part, and are followers of them.
Thus, if there emergesfigh other than theifigh or if there emerges a utility other than theitityti
then all of that will be rejected. That is tdeenof Allah which we are required to adhere to; and
whatever contradicts that is heretical innovatibiu@) and.error dalaala) which will be cast back at
its perpetrator without being accepted.” The megrofthe words of th&shehy may the mercy of
Allah be upon him: “...and the.right acting.scholars”; are those whobgctheir knowledge. Among
them werelmam Malik ibn Anas,Imam Abu Hanifa Nu'maanimam Muhammad ibn Idris as-Shafi’,
and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, may Allah ta‘ala be mercifultbem. Thelmamsare in unanimous
agreement regarding these fdoramsthat they were thémamsof the madhaahib The Shehu may
Allah be merciful to him said .in_his Tawfeeq.al-Muogeen “Each one of them wemnujtahidin the
religion, and theimadhaahibare paths which connect to Allah ta'ala.” He aail a little before that:
“Verily the scholars of theSunna may Allah be pleased with all of them are agré®t whoever
adheres to anadh’habfrom thesemadhaahibwill reach '‘Allah safely and thahadh’habwill connect
them to Paradise.” Included in this supplicatioevery scholar who follows them and adheres ta thei
opinions. TheShehuopened this book from'his words: ‘All praises dte to Allah’ until his words:
“The right acting scholars”; with the same expressivith which the Knower of AllalshaykhAhmad
Zarrug, may the mercy of Allah ta'ala be upon hipered his book Umdat’l-Mureed as-Saadite
was Abu’l-Abass Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa al-Bwinai-Fasi as-Shadhili, who was known as
Zarrug and as Burnus. He was born during the risfrtge sun on a Thursday, the™@& Muharramin

the year 846 A.H. His mother died three days diterbirth and his father followed her in death five
days later; and his maternal uncle died soon #fiEr Thus, seven days did not pass until he had no
one to rely upon besides Allah ta’ala. He compasedmerous works. He, may the mercy of Allah be
upon him, died in the year 899 A.H. and he wasduum Misrata, in the desert on the edge of Birga,
may Allah ennoble his spirit and flow upon us haraka ShaykhAhmad Zarruq had tremendous
influence upon the ideas 8hehuUthman ibn Fuduye’, may Allah ta’ala be pleaseat woth of them.
For each of them stood to eradicate heretical iatioms which the people had invented particularly i
the area ofasawwuf and in the remainder of the sciences in general.

® The meaning of the words of ti%hehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “To continu&’is
said that this expression: ‘to continuer(aa ba Jf is a mark of the beginning of speech, and Prophe
Dawud, upon him be peace was the first to initiatdt is said that this speech marker is a sign
understood to mean the commencement of judgmentl-Abass said: “The meaning of: ‘to continue
(amaa ba'df is ‘to continue with what was being discussednir speech’, so-and so, to the end of
one’s speech.”

"The expression ‘mobilization’ takes its root frdfn urge on camels’ or other animals like them,
which means to lead them or to drive them forwadthh ta’ala says:Every soul will come with what
drives it and witnesses against iThat which will drive the soul means that whigtkil urge it to its
place of Gathering. He, upon him be peace said prophetic tradition: “The Hour will not be




My objective in writing it is to give life to the&Sunnaof Muhammad. Due to
the laxity in the zeal of the people of these times, | Hanéed this book to

established until there emerges a man from thelpadahtan who will urge the people graguuq
‘n-naag by means of his staff.” That is to say, that ihiividual will correct the affairs of the people,
they will be obedient to him and act in accordamdth his commands. This meaning is further
corroborated by his utilization of the phrase etiégn order to indicate that he will be appointasl an
authority over them, and that they will be obedienhim. Thus, the meaning of ‘mobilization of the
Umma is motivating theUmma and leading them towards following tl8nna The meaning of
‘umma in this regard refers to all the Muslims, thelitee and common alike, from the time of the
Shehuuntil the appearance of the Awaitbthhdiin the End of Times. The meaning &unnais the
natural disposition of a thing. The plural forsuhnan means a praiseworthy and virtuous path. The
origin of the phraseSunnais from ‘a way’ tareeq, which comprises the primordial way of a people;
which thus becomes a pattern to be followed byehsko come after them. Tighehy may Allah
ta'ala be merciful to him said in his lhya ‘s-Sunffhmed ibn Ali ibn Abd'r-Rahmaan al-Manjuri said
in his commentary upon the Minhaj 'l-Muntakhiithe sunnalinguistically means a waya{-tareeqa

and a customa(- aada). TheSunnatechnically is a word which is a combination dbem of worship
(al-'ibaada) and a form of proof gl-adaala). The Sunna with regard to worship are the
supererogatory acts which the Prophet, may Alla@is$him and grant him peace, practiced constantly,
or it was understood by it that it was to be doostinuously, even when its cause was not recurrent
like the eclipse prayersdlaat 'I-khusuuf. And some of the Companions added: and it wadighyb
demonstrated to be done in congregati@mé@ a). The Sunnawith regard to proof is meant here
everything which proceeded from the Prophet, maghAbless him and grant him peace, (other than
the Qur'an) pertaining to words, deeds or decisions. It isagtordance with this meaning that the
realized onesal-muhaqqgigeenexplained it’. In the Minhaj al-Muntakhilt says: ‘That about which
Muhammad, the master of mankind, was silent, hiedgjohis deeds which were done always, or that
in which he had made a decision - that is$@na” Thus, the meaning of the title: “the Mobilizati

of the Umma Towards Following-theSunnd.is.that he placed in it all of the prophetic titawhs
essential for urging themma if they remain obedient to them and act in acancg with them, to the
praiseworthy, virtuous and spiritual pleasing Pdthis conceivable that the title indicates a more
transcendent meaning than that because the Arditheaowry (mahr to be handed over to a bride
‘sawd, since whenever they desire to marry, they cusiilsnlead camels and sheep to the bride as a
dowry. Thus, the phrassdwd (mobilization) is substituted for the phragadhr (dowry), even when
the dowry does not consists of camels and sheejsef§uently, among the possible meanings of the
book’s title is that it and what it contains isdile wedding dowry for the entitdmmawhich they send
forward in order to marry theluhammadarsunna for which the the natural issue or offspringstos
marriage is: military victory, economic sufficien@nd political sovereignty. It is also conceivatblat

the meaning of the title is an indication of thentility of its author, because one of the meaninfys o
‘sawd is ‘to come at the tail-end of something — odigfer’ (mu’akhir), like when you say: “He came
at the tail-end of the army”; which means thatda@eled behind it. This is similar to how, the watk

of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant he&age was described: “He used to follow behind his
Companions”; which means that he would let thenalgead of him and he and walk behind them out
of humility, not allowing anyone to walk behind hiffor, theShehy may Allah ta’ala be merciful to
him, only placed in this book, the prophetic tratis of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace; he did not mention his own opiniong imor the opinions of any of the jurists; as ifiaere
intentionally putting forward th&unnaand placing his own opinion behind it out of hutyilt and as

a legal inference and argumentation for his esthbi methodology; similar to whaham Malik did

in the al-Muwatteand al-Bukhari in the al-Jaami” as-Sahdetr, SultanMuhammad Bello ibriShehu
Uthman ibn Fuduye 'Waziri Gidadu ibn LaymaShaykhAbd’l-Qadir ibn Mustafa and others from
among the learned and scholars of the followershef methodology of th&hehuagree that this
blessed book was one of the proofs that $irehuattained the rank oiftihaadiyya (independent
judgment) andmujaddadiyya(social reformation). As a consequence, when istiglied from the
perspective of what he narrated in it from its prefic traditions, their meanings, jurisprudence] an
foundations will come to recognize and understéigl as it will be explained Allah willing. This bk

is an incitement to the Muslims to follow tBeinnaoutwardly and inwardly, and it emboldens them to
adhere to its traditions in these Last Days in Whitbulation and ignorance have increased as & wa
foretold in what was related by at-Tabarani on déhority of Abu Hurayra on the authority of the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace seid: “The one who holds strongly to Bynna
during the corruption of mymmawill have the reward of one hundred martyrs.”




mentioning just the prophetic traditiored-@haadith) which will clarify in summation
what has been related in the tradition of Jibril, upon him be peayadneglslam
Iman, andlhsan which with respect to worship make up the whole of the religion. |
have only added in this book the prophetic traditions concerning the issueitrynil
struggle jihaad), which remains the sole means by which the religion is protdcted.

8 Here ends facsimile 2 of the Arabic manuscript.

% The meaning of the words of tlghehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “My objectiire
writing it is to give life to theSunnaof Muhammad”; some of the knowers of Allah havilséyour

end is in your beginning;” just as the fruit oftantg is the result of what was planted. For he ujpiom

be blessings and peace said as it was related-Byldiari on the authority of Umar ibn al-Khattab:
“Verily actions are based upon their intention angberson will only have what he intends. Thus,
whoever emigrates to Allah and His Messenger, higeation is to Allah and His Messenger.
Whoever emigrates for some worldly matter in oftbeseize upon it; or for a woman in order to marry
her, then his emigration is for what he emigrad’fThus, the objective and intention of tBaehu
may the mercy of Allah be upon him in composing thiessed book was in order to give life to the
MuhammadarSunna He said in his lhya’s-Sunn&/Vhoever has as an objective to revive Sumna

of Muhammad and to remove satanic innovation fer plurpose of offering sincere advice to the
Muslims, Allah will be responsible in aiding him.oever, he whose aim is to bring shame upon
people and be preoccupied with their faults, Allédh question him and reckon with him. For whoever
pursues the faults of his brother, Allah will pushis faults until he exposes him, even if he bthén
recesses of his home. Believers ask for excuselg Wwipocrites pursue the faults of others and Allah
helps a person as long as he helps his brothehddtbeen related by at-Tirmidhi on the authorfty o
"Amr ibn “Awf al-Medini that the Prophet, may Allddless him and grant him peace said: “Whoever
gives life to mySunnawhich has died after me will have the reward like one who acted upon it
from among the people, and that will not diministything from the reward of the people in anything.
Whoever advances a heretical innovation in whicdlatAbnd His Messenger are not content with, will
have the sin of everyone who.acts in accordanck iwvifrom among the people, and that will not
diminish anything from the recompense of the pedpgleAsbahani said in his Targheets well as al-
Al-Alkai said in his_Sunnahat he upon him be blessings and peace said: ffigrey of Allah be upon
the vicegerents.” It was said: “What are your viexemts?” He said: “Those who give life to i@ynna
and teach it to the people. Whoever gives life joSunnahas given life to me. Whoever gives life to
me will be with me in Paradise:” It has been ralaly ad-Daylami on the authority of Ali ibn Abi
Talib who said: “There are no words except withicatd. There are no words and actions except with
intention. There are no words, actions, and inbenéxcept by giving life to th8unna” The meaning

of the words of the&shehy may_the mercy of Allah be upon him: “Due to theily in the zeal of the
people of these times”; refers to the ‘enthusiasihefpeople of his time and those of these times of
ours which are more deficient; due to this it isnfrthe mercy of Allah ta’ala that the scholars make
their books concise due to the deficiency of pesppiritual zeal. It has been related by al-Bukloar
the authority of az-Zubayr on the authority of “Advho said: “We came to Anas ibn Malik and
complained to him about what we had been experngnitom al-Hujaj. He said: ‘Be patient for there
is no time which is coming except that which cora#er it will be worse than it, until you encounter
your Lord. | heard this from your Prophet, may Allaless him and grant him peace’.” It has been
related by Abu Hurayra on the authority of the Pretp may Allah bless him and grant him peace who
said: “A time is approaching in which knowledge Iwile seized, tribulation will appear, and
niggardliness will be encountered and the incréasgpheavals.” They said: “What are upheavals?” He
said: “Slaughter!” In the narration of al-Bukhan the authority of Abu Hurayra also on the autlyorit
of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant heage said: “A time is approaching in which wealth
will decrease, niggardliness will be encounterad &ibulations will appear and many upheavals.”
They said: “O Messenger of Allah, what kind?” HédsdSlaughter! Slaughter!” Apart of thiearaka

of this book is that th&shehy may the mercy of Allah be upon him made it comcikie to the
deficiency of the enthusiasm of the people of imgetand these times of ours. He said in_his Najm’l-
Ikhwan “Be preoccupied O brothers with reading the bookthe scholars of your time because they
are more knowledgeable of the most important affairthem. It is their responsibility to put in dit
what had been generalized in the books of theezastiholars, because the books of each generation
are a detailing of those generations that precdusd. For this reason each scholar takes reliapoa u
the books of his time while at the same time figdentirely what he needs in his religion from the
books of those before him.” Thus, tBeehdimited it to what he said, as a mercy from Allahatla to

us. The meaning of the words of tBhehuy may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “I have liedtthis




book to mentioning just the prophetic traditioatghaadith) which will clarify in summation what has
been related in the tradition of Jibril, upon himfeace, regardiriglam, Iman, andlhsan which with
respect to worship make up the whole of the retigidhe prophetic tradition referred to is what was
narrated by Muslim on the authority of Umar ibnKdlattab who said: “We were once with the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant peace when a man dressed in exceedingly
white garments with very black hair appeared. Thegee no traces of travel upon him nor did anyone
know him. He came until he sat in front of the Rrefp may Allah bless him and grant him peace,
placing his knees firmly against his and then platis hands upon his thighs and said: “O Muhammad
inform me about Islam.” The Messenger of Allah, nm#diah bless him and grant him peace said:
“Islam is that you bear witness that there is nitydexcept Allah, that Muhammad is His Messenger,
that you establish the prayer, give the alms, Reshadhamand make pilgrimage to the House if you
have the ability.” He said: “You have told the triitUmar said: “We were amazed that he would ask a
guestion and then corroborate the answer.” He shéh “Inform me about belief(-imaan.” He said:

“It is that you believe in Allah, His Angels, Hisddvenly Books, His Messengers, the Last Day, and
that you believe in the decree: its good and eWk’said: “You told the truth.” He then said: “Imfo

me about spiritual excellencal{ihsaan.” He said: “It is that you worship Allah as if yssee Him and

if you do not see Him, He sees you.” He then sdidform me about the Hour.” He said: “The one
guestioned knows no more about it than the onetiguésg.” He then said: “Inform me about its
signs.” He said: “It is when the servant girl glvigth to her mistress and you see the naked, batedo
and destitute competing with one another to baldluildings.” He then said: “He then left, anddt

for a time when he upon him be blessings and peaikto me: ‘O Umar do you know who the
guestioner was?’ | said: ‘Allah and His Messengaow best.” He said: ‘Indeed it was Jibril who came
to you to teach you your religion’.” In the narmati of al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra,
may Allah be pleased with him that the Messengekliath, may Allah bless him and grant him peace
was once sitting among the people, when a man danmem walking. He then said to him: “O
Messenger of Allah what is beligdl{imaan)? He said: ‘Belief is that believe in Allah His gels, His
Messengers, the Meeting with Him, and the you kelia the Resurrection of the Hereafter.” He then
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is Islam?’ Hedsdit is that you worship Allah and not associate
anything with Him, establish the prayer, give thdigatory alms, and faRRamadar He then said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah what is spiritual excellenakifisaar)?’ He said: ‘Spiritual excellence is that you
worship Allah as if you see Him and if you do neesHim, He sees you.” He said: ‘O Messenger of
Allah when is the Hour?' He said: “The one questidrknows no more about it than the one
guestioning. However, | will relate to you regagliis signs. It is when the woman gives birth to he
mistress, for that is from among its signs. When thked and barefooted become the leaders of the
people, for that is among its signs; which are fisréch no one knows except Allatindeed with Allah

is the knowledge of the Hour, and He is the One sémas down the downpour of rain, and He knows
what is in the wombsThen the men departed. He then said: ‘Return toirme!” They then went to
bring him back to him but they could not find angokie then said: ‘That was Jibril. He came in order
to teach the people about their religion’.” TBeehuwsaid in his "Umdat ‘[-Ulama‘The religion which

our Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him pemame with has its foundation and its branch. As
for its foundation it isal-lman and the science which authenticatddman it is the science of the
foundation of the religion. As for its branch itdévided into two divisions: an outward branch ard
inward branch. As for the outward branch ialdslam and the science which authenticaaé$slam it

is the science of thehari*a As for the inward branch it &l-lhsanand the science which authenticates
al-lhsanit is the science of theageega Thus,al-lman, al-Islam andal-lhsanis the entirety of the
religion.” It is for this reason that he limitedghook to those prophetic traditions which clafify us
what is belief &l-imaan), and peaceful surrendal{slaan); which are the foundation of the religion,
and the outward branch. As for the spiritual exaelke &l-ihsaan or the inward branch of the religion

it is subsumed in the text. That is to say thatsitience of secrets and that which is relatedaddarts
and its gnosis is subsumed in the rectificatiobealfef and in the realization of outward surrendenr
doctrine of beliefs and jurisprudence are the fatioths of spiritual purification. There is no path
the Divine Realities except by first establishihg tprerequisites which comprise belighéan) and
outward surrendeiglaan). Spiritual excellencellisaar) is subsumed in them and Allah willing it will
be extracted in the commentary. The meaning ofatbils of theShehu may the mercy of Allah be
upon him: “I have only added in this book the preiit traditions concerning the issue of military
struggle fihaad), which remains the sole means by which the mligs protected”; that is to say that
the preservation of the religion cannot occur ekdgpestablishing it. Establishing the religion nah
occur except by means of military struggiédad), and what stands in its place such as emigration



| have only citedin this book the traditions of the two authentic collections
(as-Saheehaynal-Bukhari and Muslim due to the consensus ofUh@naregarding
their acceptability. However, the expressions from the narrabbrad-Bukhari are
more prominent in this book than those of Muslim, even though both conttdbute
what is largely desired in meaning. The reason for thishas al-Bukhari is
considered more authentic than Muslim in the view held by therityajof the
scholars. Another reason is that | have the narration of al-Bukdya direct
transmission gama’arn, unlike the narrations of Muslim, although | have license
(ijaazal) to transmit it°

(hijra), truce éulhi), a social contract,nfu’aahida commanding the good and forbidding evil and
other than these; all of which are subsumed undléang struggle.

2 The meaning of the words of tiehumay the mercy of Allah be upon him: “I have onlied in
this book the traditions of the two authentic cdilens @s-Saheehaynal-Bukhari and Muslim”; as
for al-Bukhari, he was Abu Abdallah Muhammad ibmésil ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mughira, known as al-
Bukhari. He was born in the month hawwalin the year 194 A.H. Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-
Fadl al-Balhkhi said: “I heard my father say: ‘Muhmad ibn Isma’il lost his sight when he was
young, and his mother saw Ibrahim al-Khalil upomHtie peace in her dream who said to her: ‘Allah
has returned the sight of your son due to the admuw of your weeping for him or your innumerous
supplications’. The next morning Allah returned kight.” He thus, became after that among the best
of people in the science of prophetic traditiong Was named th&mir'l-Mu’mineen in prophetic
traditions. He composed his Tarikind authored the as-Sahgeethich is considered the most exalted
and soundest book which has occurred among theifdlusgifter the MightyQur'an. He said regarding

it: “I never placed a prophetic tradition in my oexcept after taking a major ritual bath and pngyi
two rak ats” He also said regarding.it: “I composed the ake®din sixteen years and made it a proof
for what is between me and Allah ta'ala.” An-Najm ial-Fudayl said: “I saw the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace in a dream as. if & walking and Muhammad ibn Isma’il was
walking behind him. Whenever the Prophet, may Altddéss him and grant him peace would lift his
foot, Muhammad ibn Isma’il would place his footl place from which the Prophet, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace lifted it.” Al-Hassan ibnuivimmad said: “I never saw anyone like
Muhammad ibn Isma’il, and Muslim ibn al-Hujaaj didt attain the rank of Muhammad ibn Isma’il.”
Abu Zayd al-Marwazi said: “I was once sleeping ketw therukunand the station of Ibrahim, and |
saw the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grantggace who then said to me: ‘O Abu Zayd, for what
reason are you studying the book of as-Shafi’ and are not studying my book?’ | then said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah what is your book?’ He said: éTdaami of Muhammad ibn Isma’il’.lmam
Muslim ibn al-Hijaaj once said to him: “I bear witss that in this world there is no one like you€ H
then kissed his feet. He died on a Saturday ohifjlet of theEid’l-Fitr during theisha prayer and was
buried on the day of theid after thedhuhr prayer in the year 256 A.H. he lived thirteen dslgert of

62 years.As for Muslim, he was Abu’l-Hussayn Muslim ibn alifdaj ibn Muslim ibn Wardi ibn
Kawshadh al-Qushayri an-Naysaburi, the author efas-SaheetHe was born in the year 204 A.H.
He was from the scholars of the people and wagasi®ry of knowledge. Abd’r-Rahman ibn Abi
Hatim said: “Muslim was reliable among the tradifgis.” Imam Muslim said: “I composed this al-
Musnad as-Sahedhom three hundred thousand prophetic traditiohsciv | heard directly.” Ahmad
ibn Salma said: “I was with Muslim when he compo$gsi Saheehn fifteen years and it contains
twelve thousand prophetic traditiongrhiam Muslim said: “I did not place what | placed in ghal-
Musnadof anything except with proof, and | did not oraitything from it except with proof.” Abu
Abd’r-Rahman as-Salmi said: “| saw tBdaykh and he possessed an excellent face and clottmg.
wore an excellent robe and the tail of his turbangbetween his shoulders.” Muslim died in the
month ofRajabin the year 261 A.H. while he was fifty somethiy®gars old. The meaning of the words
of the Shehumay the mercy of Allah be upon him: ‘due to the consensus of thenmaregarding
their acceptability”; this however is with the eptiens of two prophetic traditions. One is which he
narrated in the section regarding superogatorygusagegarding the fouak®atsbefore theasr prayer,

as he said: “I did not come across the foak ats beforeasr in the _Saheehayrhowever this was
narrated by an-Nisaai’ from the prophetic traditafrAli, may Allah ennoble his face.” The second is
what he narrated in the Book of the Obligatory Almkere he said: “I have not come across the
amount to be given for cattle in the Saheelialie then narrated a prophetic tradition on tingsf the
narrations of at-Tirmidhi on the authority of Mukadrhe meaning of the words of tBaehumay the
mercy of Allah be upon him: “However, the expressidrom the narrations of al-Bukhari are more




prominent in this book than those of Muslim, evieaugh both contribute to what is largely desired in
meaning”; he cited in this book 232 prophetic ttiadis, 207 from al-Bukhari, 23 from Muslim, one
from an-Nisaai’ and one from at-Tirmidhi. The meanif the words of th&hehumay the mercy of
Allah be upon him: “The reason for this is thaBalkhari is considered more authentic than Muslim in
the view held by the majority of the scholaa-jamhuu)”; that is to say that the al-Jaami” as-Saheeh
which is more famous as the Saheeh al-Bukilsatie first of the six books of prophetic tragiits. It is
the most sublime of the books of Islam and the reapkrior of them after the Book of Allah ta‘ala.
Imamal-Bukhari said abut it: “l saw the Prophet, upom libe peace and it was if | were standing in
front of him and in my hand was a fan and | waggmiing him with it. | then asked one of those who
interpret dreams about that and-he said.to.me: Wdudefend him from liars.’ It was this which
prompted me to bring forth the al-Jaami” as-Salidbh Abi Hamza said: “The Saheetf al-Bukhari

is not recited during a time of adversity exceptt that adversity is removed. It is not carriedaoship
and it sinks. When it is completed there is an pisgk supplication.” The merits of this collectioh o
prophetic traditions are immense. The numberssopiibphetic traditions are 7275; the numbers of its
books are two hundred and something; its chapters3400; as the teacher Abdullahi ibn Fuduye’
explained in his Siraaj'l-BukharHe also said in it: “Its soundness after thathefQur'an is the most
superior. Every other book is reliant upon it. $t Sounder than the book of Muslim. Due to the
conditions in its connectedness, so realize. Irfitheness of its encountering, in its impartialignd its
men who are superior to the men of Muslim; althotlgh consensus upholds the citing of what they
consider sound with the acceptance of the Absdeieg.” The meaning of the words of tBéehu
may the mercy of Allah be upon him: “ Another rease that | have the narration of al-Bukhari by
direct transmissions@ma’an”; because he heard the transmission of the ahilass-Saheelfrom his
paternal and maternal uncaykhal-Hajj Abu Muhammad Muhammad ibn Raj ibn ModibaotDibn
Hamm ibn “Aal ibn Muhammad Jubba ibn Muhammad SabbwMaasiran, may the mercy of Allah
ta’ala be upon him, as he mentioned in_his AsadlREadeer He heard it with the recitation of the
Shaykhof the entire text in the town of Marnona in theay 1200 A.H. in the month &abi’l-Awwal
(circa 1786 C.E.). He then gave him license imitlloe authority of his teacher Abu’l-Hassan as-Bind
al-Medini which he heard by direct transmissiontleé reading of Abd’r-Raheem al-Mujawir in the
Rabat of Qarabish in the Masjid of the Prophet tieaiGate where there is transcribed the poemeof th
servant girl. TheShehualso received the license to transmit it fr&maykhAbu al-Amana Jibril ibn
Umar and from his son, Abu't-Tawfeeq Umar ibn Jidoh Umar. See the introduction for the chain of
authorities of theshehy may the mercy of Allah be upon himthe al-Jaami” as-Saheehlmamal-
Bukhari. The meaning of the words of tBaehumay the mercy of Allah be upon him: ‘unlike the
narrations of Muslim, although | have licengadzaf to transmit it”; as for the al-Jaami~ as-Sahe&h
Imam Muslim ibn al-Hujaaj, it is the second among tlire lmoks of prophetic traditions, and is the
second of the Saheehawmich are the soundest of the books after the Bdoklah. The numbers of
its prophetic traditions are 7275. T8aehumay the mercy of Allah be upon him, received leeim it
from the above mentioned paternal and maternakeustiaykhAbu Muhammad Muhammad ibn Raj,
as well as fromShaykhAbu al-Amana al-Hajj Jibril ibn Umar and his s@hmaykhAbu't-Tawfeeq
Umar ibn Jibril ibn Umar. See the introduction fbe chains of authority of th@hehumay the mercy
of Allah be upon him in the SaheehlmamMuslim.




Therefore, | ask Allah, the Mighty Lord of the Tremendous Throne, that He
make this work purely for His Generous sake and that He makproof for us and
not against us; may He send down upon us His blessings on the s noing
before Him and at the time when mankind decomposes in their tonays He by
means of this book benefit all that read it, explain it to othvenisg it down or incite
others to it. Lastly, | seek from anyone who come upon this boolgaimd some
benefit from it, that he associate me closely in his devout sagipls that Allah may
benefit me by it in this world and in the Hereafter; and success is with ‘Allah.

| recieved license in this book and in the remainaf the books o8hehuUthman ibn Fuduye®, may
the mercy of Allah ta’ala be upon him, as welltas books of his companions, and children from my
spiritual guide, my support, and lamp, tiheamand Khateeb ShaykMuhammad al-Amin ibn Adam
Kari'angha ibn Muhammad Tukur ibn Muhammad Sanbu Muhammad Leeli ibn Abi Bakr ibn
Sanbu Darneema, may Allah ta’ala be merciful tonthie the town of Maiurno in Sennar in present
day Sudan; as he took it from his fatt&maykhAdam Karia’angha and he froBhaykhMusa al-
Muhajir, and he frommamAli ibn Abu Bakr and he from the blessed authoy, master, the light of
the age, the reviver of the religioAmir'l-Mu’'mineen Uthman ibn Fuduye™ may Allah engulf him in
His mercy, amen. O Allah O Lord of the Immense Ta,00 Most Merciful of the merciful, O Most
Merciful of the merciful, O Most Merciful of the mgful. O Allah send blessings upon our master
Muhammad, Your servant, prophet and messengeiJtiettered Prophet, and upon his family and
companions and give them much peace to the extendur Immense Essence in every moment and
time. O Allah be content with the spirit of theHigof the age, the reviver of the religion, the Savof
Truth, theAmir'l-Mu’mineen ShehuUthman ibn Muhammad Fuduye’, and with our teachadstheir
teachers the first of them and the last of themdli@h be merciful tosShehuUthman ibn Fuduye™ and
gather us together with him in.the highest FirdauBaradise and among those who are settled in Your
Divine Mercy and Pleasure. O Allah be merciful to 8haykhFaruq ibnShaykhMuhammad al-Amin
ibn Adam, and be merciful to his father who gavelimense in this blessed bodkhaykhMuhammad
al-Amin. O Allah be merciful to his father and teac theKhateebShaykhAdam Kari‘angha, and be
merciful to his teacheimam Musa, and be merciful to_his teacher, the learjoedt and Khateeh
ShaykhAli ibn Abu Bakr. O Allahbe merciful to his teamhand oushaykh the authorShehudthman

ibn Muhammad ibn Uthman known as Dan Fodio. O Ahladke us live by the life You gavighehu
Uthman ibn Fuduye™. O Allah make us die with thattleYou grante@hehuUthman ibn Fuduye'. O
Allah be merciful toAmir'l-Mu’mineen Sultanof the BlacklandsSultanMaiurno, al-Hajj Abu Bakr

ibn Muhammad at-Tahir ibon Muhammad Bello ibn MuhaadnAttahiru ibn Ahmad Zaruuq ibn Abu
Bakr Atiku ibn ShehuUthman ibn Fuduye’; extend his authority and comunantil it connects with
that ofImamal-Mahdi. O Allah be merciful to th#gama atof ShehuUthman ibn Fuduye’, his children
and descendants wherever they are in the eartila® Be merciful to th&ultanof Sokoto, théNazir,

his assembly and all of themirs and officials in Northern Nigeria. O Allah maka&s commentary,
annotation and redaction purely for Your GenerakesO Allah make it a proof for us and not against
us. O Allah show us thigarakaof the work in this life and the Next. O Allah nethis book beneficial

to us, our wives, children, descendents and thescehdents until the establishment of the Hour. O
Allah open Your Book and thBunnaof Your Prophet to us inwardly and outwardly, ajde us the
ability to act in accordance with them by the rarfikyour Most Holy Essence. O Allah show us the
Truth as Truth and give us the ability to followaitd show us falsehood as falsehood and give us the
ability to avoid it; make us live among those whavive theSunnaof Your Prophet, make us die
among them, and resurrect us among them by theafaMikihammad the Prophet of mercy, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace. O Allah forgiveaus,parents, all our teachers, descendents, bspther
wives, in laws, loved ones, thewliyya of our times, and all of thEemmaof Muhammad, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, their men, womehantl young. O our Lord accept the supplication
of ShehuJthman ibn Fuduye™ and accept our supplicatiorik his by means of the rank of Your Most
Holy Essence, and Your Most Beautiful Names, byréimk of Muhammad, the Prophet of mercy, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, his family &@wampanions, each time the mindful remembers
him and each time the heedless forget him, each tiva one prostrating prostrates and each time the
one bowing bows, O Lord of the Tremendous ThroneM@st Merciful of the merciful, O Most
Merciful of the merciful, O Most Merciful of the maful, and the last of our supplications il
praises are due to Allah the Lord of the worlds



Realize O brothersthat all good is found in adherendib@a’i) and all evil is
in heretical innovationilftidaa’i).*? For this reason, the Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace, spurred all of us on to followSuenaand to avoid invented
matters (utdathaatlumuu)™ in many traditions.

2 The meaning of his words, may Allah taala be rifigrto him: “Realize”; is to realize by means of
precise transmission, judicious evidence, expeeédrasting and unveiling, for it is not possible to
know a thing except by acting in accordance witlThe meaning of his words, may Allah ta’ala be
merciful to him: “O brothers”; is my brothers in jgma’atand under my supervision; or it means my
brothers from among tHgmmaof the Muslims, which is the most preponderant viéhe meaning of
his words, may Allah ta’ala be merciful to him: that all good is found in adherendgb@a’i) and all
evil is in heretical innovationittidaa'i)”; is a profound axiom from the principles of theligion,
which have become well known on the tongues ofitjig acting scholars from the first and last. Abu
Bakr as-Sideeq, may Allah be pleased with him s4idave never left anything that the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peacedusedo except that | have done it; being afraat th

if I left anything from his commands that | woul@d gstray.” Umar ibn al-Khatb, may Allah be
pleased with him once said: “I only do what | sd& Messenger of Allah, may bless him and grant
him peace, do.” Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be piged with-him once said: “I will never leave the
Sunnaof the Messenger of Allah for the opinion of angmfrom among the people.” Ibn Abass, may
Allah be pleased with him once. said: “Merely. gazimgon a man from the people of t&einna
encourages one to ti8unnaand prohibits heretical innovation.” Abdallah ibfas'ud, may Allah be
pleased with him once said: “Making mere intentioperform theSunnais better than exerting effort
in performing innovation.” The master of ti@abi’uun Uways al-Qarni once said: “Take care not to
separate from the community, (that is the commuwitich follows theSunnaand avoids innovation),
lest you be separated from yailgenwhile you are unawares and enter into the Firergnbe first of
those who enter it on the Day of Standing.” TWejaddid of the first century of Islam, thamir'l-
Mu’mineenUmar ibn Abd’l-"Aziz, may Allah be merciful to hisaid: “The Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him_peace, madguana And those who possessed the authority after him
made aSunna Taking hold of them is: [1] acceptance of the Bab Allah; [2] exerting one's self in
the obedience of Allah and [3] courage concerniregdieenof Allah. It is not for anyone to change or
alter it and do not look into the opinions of thosho contradict them. Whoever imitates them is
guided and whoever assist them is victorious. Whoeontradicts themand follows other than the
way of the believers; Allah will turn him towardsat which he has turned and expose him to Hell - an
evil destiny’ ImamMalik, may Allah be merciful to him, used to oftegrite the following verse: “The
best of matters in thdeenis what is from theSunna And the worst of matters is invented heretical
innovation.” He also used to say: “TBennais the Ark of Noah, whoever gets aboard it willdzeved,
whoever fails to board it will be drownedrham as-Shafi’, may Allah be pleased with him used to
say: “There is nothing left of thfBunnaexcept to follow it.” Ahmad ibn Hanbal, may Allde merciful

to him used to say: “No one has words next to thekBof Allah and the&sunnaof Muhammad, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace.” Tiheam of the cadre of Sufis, our master Abu’l-Qaasim al-
Junayd al-Baghdadi, may Allah sanctify his seceddl:s"All the spiritual paths have been sealed up,
except imitating the traces of the Messenger mdghMbless him and grant him peace.” The Master of
the masters of Sufis Abu Hamza al-Baghdadi, maghAlle merciful to him said: “There is no guide to
the Path to Allah ta’ala except in following thel®&&d, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.
Whoever makes his soul adhere to the courtesigge@unna Allah will illuminate his heart with the
lights of direct experiential gnosis of Allah. Firere is no spiritual path nobler than followinge th
Beloved, may Allah bless him and grant him peachisnhcommands, actions, words and character.”
All of these words are evidence that all the gaothis life and the Next is in following tHeunnaof

the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him andngtam peace, and that all evil is in contrived
matters of heretical innovations.

13 Here ends facsimile 3 of the Arabic manuscript.



Among them are his words may Allah bless him and grant him peace:
“Verily the most excellent discourse is the Book of Allah #m&l best of guidance is
the guidance of Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him pelagavdrst of
matters are invented affairs. Every invented thing is an innovakoery innovation
is error and every error and its doer shall be in the Efrégabir ibn Abdallah has
related this and its source is from Muslfim.

4 The meaning of his words, upon him be blessingsmaace: “Verily the most excellent discourse is
the Book of Allah” is an expression extracted frtite words of Allah ta'ala:Allah has revealed the
best of Discourses as a BdpHRue to Its brevity and Its comprehension whidmtains every spiritual
good. Subsumed in the meaning of ‘most excellentveracity’ @dqg) as it was stated in another
narration: “Verily the most truthful of discoursethe Book of Allah.” The meaning of ‘His discourse
is His speech as it was stated explicitly in anotherrative where he said: “The best speech is the
Speech of Allah.” The meaning of his words, upom Hie blessings and peace: “...and the best of
guidance is the guidance of Muhammad, may Allalsdbleim and grant him peace”; is that the
expression ‘conducth@dy) where the lettehaais inflected withfat’ha and the lettedaal is inflected
with the sukuun means ‘manner’ or ‘path’. In some narrations elxpression is pronounceludad,

with the letterhaa inflected with dammaand the lettedaal inflected with fat'ha; which means
guidance that is diametrically opposed to errousltihe expression refers to his manner of behavior
pleasing spiritual path and balanced comportmehichvwas stated explicitly in another narration:
“The best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad”inoanother narration: “The most superior
guidance is the guidance of Muhammad.” All of tlisvidence that th8unnaof the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peacéhis Real Path to Allah ta’ala and to His gnosissThi
is in conformity with what Abu’l-Qasim al-Junayd,am Allah be pleased with him once said: “The
paths to Allah, all of them, have been closed etefollowing the traces of the Messenger may Alla
bless him and grant him peace.” The meaning ofwisds upon him be blessings and peace: “The
worst of matters are invented affairs”, where theg of ‘invented affairs’ refers specifically those
issues which have no original verifiable foundatieithin the shari'a These inventions are called
heretical innovations as al-Qurtubi mentioned. Tibdb say, that they are heretical innovationsciwhi
contradict the Book, th8unnaand the consensus of thienma The meaning of his words, upon him
be blessings and peace: “Every invented thing imaovation. Every innovation is error;” is a gealer
statement which in essence refers to the majoritynoovations. The linguists say: “It means
everything that is done which had no prior precedenSome of the scholars said that innovations are
five divisions: those that are obligatory, highbcommended, prohibited, reprehensible and allowable
Those that are obligatory include the organizatibthe proofs of the scholastic theologians in otde
refute the ideas of the atheists, the hereticslaogk who resemble them. Those that are prohihited
reprehensible are apparent and they are what wesmtnby his words upon him be peace: “Every
invented thing is an innovation. Every innovatisnerror.” It is for this reason that Umar ibn al-
Khataab said regarding the issue of tdw@aweehprayer: “This is a blessed innovation.” He nanted i
an innovationi§id*a) based upon the outward form in which it had bestablished. It is for this reason
that is not permissible to object to every innomatof anyone except when it is known that what the
person has done is a prohibited heretical innomatitnose prohibition is agreed upon or he has
committed a reprehensible heretical innovation weh@prehensibility is agreed upon. The meaning of
his words, upon him be blessings and peace: “...aedyearror and its doer shall be in the Fire”; is
every heretical innovation, that is say, every irtee matter econsidered to be a forbidden heretical
innovative error or reprehensible one that hasoumdation in theshari'a will be in the Fire. This is
the same for the bearer of the same who does selymerfulfill his passions or lower desires. This
contrary to those invented matters which have tfmindation in theshari'a either through legal
analogy with its parallel in thehari*aor other than that from the legal sources.

®He was Abu Abdallah Jaabir ibn Abdallah ibn "ArbniHiram ibn Ka'b ibn Salma al-Ansari al-
Khazaraji as-Salmi al-Medini. He was an a juristjramensdmam mujtahidand traditionist. He was

a Companion of the Messenger of Allah, may Allagsblhim and grant him peace from among the
people of theBa ayat'r-Ridwaan He was present at during the nightaéf Agabawith his father and
was the youngest of the seventy_Aasat that time. He was also among the 1400 iddals of the
People of Hudaybiyya about whom the Prophet, maghAbless him and grant him peace said: “Today,
you are the best people on the face of the edvas present at the Battle of Badr and was eighte
years of age at the time. He was present_atdJthe Battle of the Trench and the Oath of Abege
given under the tree. He transmitted abundant kedgéd from the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace. He also narrated from Abu BakralJmli, Abu "Ubayda, Mu'adh ibn Jabal, az-



There are also his wordsas it has been related in the Sahekehl-Bukhari
and of Muslim on the authority of A'isha, may Allah be pleased tath® “Whoever
introduces into this matter of ours that which is not from it bl rejected* In the
narration of Muslim it says “Whoever does an act which is not in accordance with
our matter will be rejected®

Zubayr and many others beside them. He wasrthii of Medina during his time. He was the last of
those who were present in the secahtAgabato die. He lived 94 years and died in the year 718.A

16 She wasUmm’l-Mu’mineenA’isha al-Qurayshiyya at-Taymiyya al-Makkiyya, tHaughter of the
Imam the greatest champion of truth afidalifa of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, Abu Bakr Abdallah ibn Abu Qahafarban ibn Umar ibn "Amr ibn Ka'b ibn Sa'd
ibn Taym. She was the wife of the Prophet, mayb&ess him and grant him peace and was without
dispute the most learned woman of the jurist of tibema The extent of her prophetic narrations
reached 1210. Al-Bukhari and Muslim agree upon theacity of 174. Al-Bukhari transmitted 54
isolated traditions from her while Muslim transrait69.

" The meaning of his words, upon him be blessingspaace: “Whoever introduces into this matter of
ours that which is not from it”; that is to say,hi& begin something in this clear perfect affaiialih
requires no additional inventions; and refers tgtling which is not from the Book and tiSunna
either by clear evidence, inexplicable expressiothoough legal extraction. Th8hehusaid in his
Ihya: “As for the derivatives of the foundationsftee™ 'l-usuul which emerge from it, they are not
included in the things to be rejected - like [1¢ thvriting down of theQur'an in book form, [2] the
madh'habswhich have been established upon the best raftectif the fugaha who exercise
independent judgmentmjtahid by tracing their branches back to the sayingshef Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and.grant him.peace;t[8 composed books on the subject of grammar,
arithmetic, the obligations and other than thesenfthe sciences which find its origin and are built
upon the teachings and orders of the Messengetlafi,Anay Allah bless him and grant him peace.
None of the above sciences are included amonghihgst which the above tradition rejects.” The
meaning of his words, upon him_be blessings andeea..will be rejected” is as the linguists say,
that rejection in this prophetic tradition meanstthhe invented matter will be rejected and not
accepted because it is a falsehood which has rad segport. This prophetic tradition is an immense
principle from the principles of the Islam and caisps the comprehensive speech of the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peaceisltexplicit in its rejection of every heretical
innovation and contrivance. It is the foundatiorhofding to the Book and tH&unnaand the rejection

of passions and heretical innovations. The tragisioandlmam Abu “Amr Abd’l-Barr said: “Every
person who invents a matter in the religion willdvezen away from the Pond the Prophet, such as the
Khawarij, the Rawafidand the remainder of the followers of their wtand passions.”

8 That is to say, that it is related from the naors of the_al-Jaami" as-SaheehMuslim on the
authority of A’isha bint Abu Bakr may Allah ta’al® pleased with them. This is the first of the
prophetic traditions cited from him by tEdehumay the mercy of Allah be with him.

1 The meaning of his words upon him be blessingspeate: “Whoever does an act”; is that whoever
contrives an act, or whoever does an act which eeatrived by someone else. The meaning of his
words upon him be blessings and peace: “...whictotsimaccordance with our matter”, means ‘our
judgment and permission; or it means which is naddcordance with thBunnaof the Prophet, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, tBennanof the Rightly GuidedKhalifs, and right acting
scholars after him. The meaning of his words upamtbe blessings and peace: “...will be rejected”; is
that it will be thrown back at him and not accepbettause it is not from the matters of #ri'a
This prophetic tradition is among those traditiomsich is it is necessary to memorize and act in
accordance with in showing the fallacies of thectgrs, and which should be disseminated in order
that others can take as evidence. Bhehusaid in his_lhya's-SunnéPerhaps the perpetrators of an
innovation which others had invented before themghtrsay: ‘I have not invented anything.” Then this
prophetic tradition should be cited in order tautefhim; which is the most overt way to answer gver
person who invents matters in tbeen- regardless if he be the inventor himself ordimgone else
invented it before him.” This prophetic traditiana foundation from the foundations of #taari'a It

is for this reason that he cited this prophetiditran and the two before it in the introductiontbf
book.




