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"UMDAT 'L- ULAMA
The Support of the Scholars




In the name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful, may Allah bless our master Muhammad and
upon his Family and Companions and give them much peace.

Says the poor slave in need of the mercy of his Lord, Uthman ibn Muhammad ibn Uthman
(famous as Ibn Fuduye’), may Allah engulf him in his mercy, Amen. All praises are due to Allah the
Lord of the worlds. Abundant blessings and the most perfect peace be upon our master Muhammad
and upon his Family and Companions, all of them. May Allah be pleased with the best of the
Followers, the right acting scholars, the four mujtahid Imams and upon those who follow them until
the Day of Judgment. To continue: This is the book called

The Support of the Scholars

It will be beneficial to whoever relies on it this age. We have named it the ‘Support of the
Scholars' because we have only quoted in this book the verses of the Book (ayat 'I-kitaab ) and the
prophetic traditions of the Sunna (ahadeeth'l-sunna). Essentially it is these two that are the scholars
object of reliance in their legal judgment (ijtihaad ) and their legal deduction (istinbaat). Therefore,
may you have success at arriving at the truth, everyone who takes hold of the Book and the Sunna will
never go astray. He may Allah bless him and grant him peace said in the Muwatta “I have left with you
two matters. Whoever takes hold of them will never go astray. They are the Book of Allah and the
Sunna of His Messenger.”

We have arranged this blessed book into seven chapters Chapter One An Explanation of the
Deen of Islam and the Division of Its Sciences. Chapter Two An Explanation of the Verses of the
Foundations of the Deen. Chapter Three An Explanation of the Traditions of the Foundations of the
Deen. Chapter Four An Explanation of the Verses of the Outward Branches of the Deen. Chapter
Five An Explanation of the Traditions of the Outward Branches of the Deen. Chapter Six An
Explanation of the Verses of the Inward Branches of the Deen. Chapter Seven An Explanation of the
Traditions of the Inward Branches of the Deen.

This is the sum total of the chapters of this book. Whoever understands all that has been
evidenced to him in every chapter from these chapters with its verses and traditions and learns them by
heart, he will subsequently be a scholar ("alim). Everything that has been evidenced to him from the
chapters from these chapters will be sufficient, if Allah wills, for him whose insight has been illumined
by Allah in order for him to arrive at everything he needs in the Deen from its verses and traditions. If
what he desires is not apparent, he will find it subsumed elsewhere in the book.

Success is with Allah
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CHAPTER ONE
An Explanation of the Deen of al-Islam and the Division of Its Sciences

I say, and success is with Allah and may you and I be among the successful: realize that the
deen which Muhammad may Allah bless him and grant him peace came with has its foundations
(usuul) and its branches (furu 'u). As for its foundations, it is al-imaan and the science that verifies al/-
imaan is the foundation of the deen (usuul d-deen). As for its branches, it is divided into two an
outward branch and an inward branch. As for its outward branch, it is al-islaam and the science that
verifies al-islaam is the science of the law (‘ilm 'I-shari’a). As for the inward branch, it is al-ihsaan
and the science that verifies al-ihsaan is the science of the reality (‘ilm 'lI-hagiqa).

Hence, al-imaan, al-islaam, and al-ihsaan are an assemblage of the whole of the deen. He
may Allah bless him and grant him peace said about that speaking to his Companions “Verily it was
Jibril. He came to teach you your deen.” This was said after he was asked about its reality and he may
Allah bless him and grant him peace explained it: as it was related in Saheeh Muslim. In the narration
of Imam al-Bukhari it says, “That was Jibril. He came to teach humanity their deen.”

These three sciences verify the sciences of the deen (ulum'd-deen). And it is these sciences that
were intended by his words may Allah bless him and grant him peace as related in the tradition of Ibn
Maja “Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim.” And what is meant by this knowledge
is only the science of behavior (ulum'l-mu amila) as the scholars (may Allah be pleased with them)
have said. The behavior that we have been made responsible for is divided into three parts tenets (al-
‘itigad): doing (fi 'il): and avoiding (tark). These three sciences that we have been made responsible for
are understood by al-imaan, al-islaam, and al-ihsaan: the first by the first, the second by the second
and the third by the third.

Success is with Allah.
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CHAPTER TWO
An Explanation of the Verses of the Foundations of the Deen
I say and success is with Allah, realize that Allah ta'ala has established all of the foundations of
the Deen in the Qur'an its divine (ilaahiya) : its prophetic (nabawiya) : and its traditional (sam ‘iya) .

Al-Iman in General

Allah ta‘ala has established belief in general by His words “Believe in Allah and His
Messenger.” And by His words: “Verily the believers are those believe in Allah and in His Messengers
and thereafter do not doubt.” And by His words: “Say We believe in Allah and in what has been
revealed to us, and in what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmail, Isaaq, Jacob and the Tribes: and in
what was given to Moses and Jesus and in everything which was given to the Prophets from their Lord.
We make no distinction between them and to Him we have surrendered.” Allah ta’ala has detailed the
pillars of al-Imaan (arkaan 'l-iman) by His words: “But righteousness is that you believe in Allah, the
Last Day, the Angels, the Books and the Prophets.” Allah ta'ala has established that whoever excepts
al-Islaam is not to be called disbeliever (kaafir) nor can anyone have an evil opinion of him, as
long as there does not appear from him acts of disbelief (al-kufr) by words or deeds, by His words “Do
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not say to the one who gives you the greetings of peace, ‘You are not a believer’.

Divine (ilaahiya)

Allah taala has established the creation of the Universe by His words “And He is the one who
begins creation and then renews it.” He ta'ala has established the fact that His existence is absolutely
necessary (waajib 'I-wujuud) by His words “That is because Allah, He is the Real (al-Haqq).” He ta'ala
has established the fact that His existence is eternally before-time (gadeem) by His words: “He is the
First (al-awwal).” He ta'ala has established the fact that His existence is eternally continuous after-
time (baaqi) by His words “And rely upon the Living (al-hayy) who will never die.” He ta'ala has
established the fact that His existence is unlike His creation by His words “There is nothing like Him.”
He ta'ala has established the fact that His existence is Independently Rich (al-ghani) by His words
“And Allah is the Rich beyond dependence (al-ghani).” He ta'ala has established the fact that His
existence is One Alone (waahid) by His words “Say He Allah is One Alone (ahad).” He ta'ala has
established the fact that His existence is omnipotent (gaadir) by His words “Verily Allah has power
over all things.” He ta'ala has established the fact that He has will (muraad) by His words “He does
what He wills.” He ta'ala has established the fact that He is All-Knowing (‘aleem) by His words
“Verily Allah knows all things.” He ta'ala has established the fact that He is Ever Living (hayy) by His
words “He is the Living.” He ta'ala has established the fact that He is All Hearing (sami u) and All
Seeing (baseer) by His words “He hears and sees.” He ta'ala has established the fact that He is a
Speaker (muttakallim) by His words “And Allah spoke to Moses directly.” He ta'ala has established the
fact that He chooses in doing a thing or leaving it undone by His words “And your Lord creates what
He wills and He alone chooses.”



Prophetic (nabawiya)

Allah ta'ala has established the truthfulness (as-sidg) of the Messengers by His words “And
indeed the Messengers told the truth.” He ta'ala has established their veracity (amaana) by His
words “Verily I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.” He ta'ala has established the fact that they have
delivered the message (tabligh 'I-risaala) by His words “Those who deliver the messages of Allah.” He
ta'ala has established the fact that they marry (yatazawwaj) by His words “For We have made for them
wives and descendents.” He ta'ala has established the fact that they consume food (ya'akulu at-
ta’am) and buy and sell in the markets (yabi una wa yashtaruna) by His words “They eat food
and they go through the markets.”

After-Life (sam ‘iyaat)

Allah ta’ala has established the existence of Angels (mala'ika) by His words “All praises are
due to Allah who originated the Heavens and the Earth and made the Angels into messengers, the
possessors of wings.” He ta'ala has established the existence of death at its appointed time (mawt
bi'l-ajli) by His words: “When their appointed time comes, then they cannot postpone it nor push it
forward.” He ta'ala has established the fact that the believers will be supported during the
questioning of the grave (su'aal al-gabr) by His words “Allah will support those who believe with a
well established pronouncement in this world and the Hereafter.” He ta'ala has established the
punishment of the grave (adhaab 'lI-qabr) by His words “And when you see those who have been
unjust in the hardships of death, and the Angels with outspread hands [saying], ‘Come out of the
punishment if you can! This Day is the reward of disgrace!” He ta'ala has established the blessing
(naim) of the grave by His words “Then if he is from among those who are brought near, then for him
will be refreshments and sweet smells and Gardens of ease. If he, however, is from the Companions of
the right-hand, then "Peace’, (safety) for the Companions of the right-hand!” He ta’ala has established
the Resurrection (al-ba ath) by His words “And that the Hour is approaching, there is no doubt in it:
and that Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves.” He ta'ala has established the Gathering
(al-hashr) by His words: “We will definitely round them up all together, and We will not abandon one
of them.” He has established the giving of Books (ita'a 'l-kutub) by His words: “And as for him
who will be given his book in his right-hand.”: regarding the believers. And “in his left-hand.”:
regarding the disbelievers. He ta‘ala has established the weighing of actions (wazn 'I-'amaal) by His
words: “The Scales on that Day will be precise.” He ta'ala has established the Bridge (as-siraat) by
His words: “So usher them to the bridge of Hell!” _He ta'ala has established the Fire (an-naar) by His
words: “Verily We have prepared the Fire for the unjust!” He has established the fountain called al-
Kawthar by His words: “Verily We have given you al-Kawthar.” He has established the Garden of
Paradise (al-janna) by His words: “And they have been rewarded gardens and silk for what they were
patient.” He has established the Intercession (al-shifa a) by His words: “Perhaps your Lord will raise
you up to the station of Mahmud.” And by His words: “And your Lord will soon give to you and you
will be pleasing to Him.” And by His words: “No one will give intercession except for him whom
Allah is pleased with.” He has established the Vision of the Lord by the believers in the Hereafter
by His words: “Their faces on that Day will be gazing on their Lord in amazement.”



For these are the foundations of the Deen its divine (ilaahiyaat): its prophetic (nabawiyaat):
and its traditional (sam ‘iyaat). Allah has established all of them in the Mighty Qur'an. =~ Whatever
you did not find apparently in it, realize that it is subsumed elsewhere in the book. It is obligatory
(yajibu) upon every responsible person (mukallaf) to believe in it as it came to us.

Success is with Allah.
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CHAPTER THREE
An Explanation of the Traditions of the Foundations of the Deen

I say and success is with Allah, realize that the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him
peace has also established the foundations of the deen (usuul 'd-deen) by means of his Sunna.

Al-Iman in General

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established belief in general by his saying as
is related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Mu'adh “There is no one who bears witness to "La
ilaha illa Allah wa Muhammadan rasul Allah', sincerely except that Allah makes the Fire forbidden
for him.” This means the fire of eternity. And also by his words may Allah bless him and grant him
peace as related by Abu Hurayra: "I have been commanded to fight the people until they bear witness to
‘La ilaha illa Allah' and they believe in me and in what I came with."

The Pillars of al-Iman in Detail

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has detailed the pillars (fassal arkaan) of al-
Iman by his words as related in the tradition of Muslim on the authority of Umar ibn al-Khattaab: “It is
that you should believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers and the Last Day. And that
you should believe in the Decree (al-gadr), its good or evil.” He may Allah bless him and grant him
peace has established the fact that everyone who has ‘accepted al-Islam is not to be called a
disbeliever (kaafir) and no one is to have an evil opinion of him as long as there does not appear
from him any signs of disbelief (kufr) by words or deeds: as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the
authority of Umar, "I have been commanded to fight the people until they bear witness to "La ilaha illa
Allah wa Muhammadan rasul Allah', establish the prayer (as-salat), and give the poor-due (az-
zakat). If they do that, then their blood and their wealth is protected from me except by what al-Islam
demands. And their reckoning is with Allah.” This means in the matters that are kept hidden.

Divine (ilaahiya)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the creation of the Universe by
his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of "Umran ibn Hussayn: “Allah was, and
there did not exist anything with Him.” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established
that Allah's existence is absolutely necessary (waajib 'I-wujuud) by his words: “He is the Real (al-
haqq)”: as related concerning the beautiful names of Allah by Tirmidhi in the tradition of Abu Hurayra.
He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah's existence is eternally before-
time (gadeem) by his words, “He is the First (al-awwal).” He may Allah bless him and grant him
peace has established the fact that Allah's existence is eternally continuous after-time (baagi) by his
words: “He is the Eternally Continuous.” And by his words “He is the Last (al-Akhir).” He may
Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah's existence is unlike His creation
(mukhaalifan likhalgihi) by his words “He is the Holy (a/-Quduus), the Peace (as-Salaam).” He, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah's existence is independently rich
(ghani) by his words: “He is Independently Rich (al-Ghaniyyu).” He, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace has established that Allah is One Alone (waahid) by his words: “He is the One (al-Waahid),
the Single (al-Ahad), the Unique (al-Fard).” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has
established that Allah is omnipotent (gaadir) by his words: “He is the Powerful (a/-Qaadir), the Over-
powering (al-Mugtadir).” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah has




will (mureedan) by his words “He is the One who advances (al-Muqgaddimu) and the One who
postpones (al-Muakhiru).” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah is
All-Knowing (aalim) by his words: “He is the All-Knowing (al- 'Aleem).” He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace has established that Allah is ever living (hayy) by his words “He is the Living (al-
Hayy).” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah is all hearing (sami ‘u)
and all seeing (baseer) by his words: “He is the All-Hearing (a/-Sami u) the All-Seeing (al-Baseer).”
All the above has been taken from what was related by al-Tirmidhi from the tradition of Abu Hurayra.
And I add: that His attribute the Eternal (al-Qadeem) was related by Ibn Maja from the tradition of Abu
Hurayra. His attribute ‘He does what He wills’ (fi‘aalu limaa yureedu), has been related by al-Haakim
in his Mustadrak. He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established that Allah the Mighty
the Majestic is a speaker (mutakallim) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of
"Adi ibn Haatim: “There is none among you except that he speaks to his Lord without any translator
nor with any veil between Him and you.” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established
that Allah the Mighty the Majestic is a chooser (mukhtaar) by his words as is related in the tradition of
al-Tirmidhi concerning the number of the beautiful names of Allah: “He is the Advancer (al-
Mugaddim) and the One who postpones (al-Muwakhir).”

Prophetic (nabawiya)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established his truthfulness (as-sidg) in
everything he conveyed by his words as related by Abu Dawuud: “Yes, for verily I do not say anything
except the truth.” This was in answer to Abdallah ibn Umar when he asked him may Allah bless him
and grant him peace: “O Messenger of Allah! Shall I write down everything that I hear from you,
whether it be out of anger or joy?” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established his
veracity (amaana) by his words to Dhu’l-Khuwaysira: “Woe to you! Who will be just to you if I am
not just to you!?” He said this when (Dhu’l-Khuwaysira) said to him may Allah bless him and grant
him peace: “Be just!” It was related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri. He
may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the fact that he delivered the message
(tabligh 'l-risaala) by his words to his Companions as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of
Abu Bakr: “Have I not delivered the message?” They said: “Indeed!” He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace then said: “O Allah bear witness. So let those who have witnessed it deliver it to those
who are absent.” He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the permissibility of
non-essential human qualities (al-a'radd 'l-bashariyya) by his words as related in Saheeh al-
Bukhari on the authority of Anas: “By Allah, I am more fearful of Allah than you and I am more
mindful of my duty to Allah than you. Yet, I fast, break my fast, pray, sleep and marry women. So
whoever dislikes my Sunna is not from me.” I say, he may Allah bless him and grant him peace has
established the truthfulness, veracity, delivering the message and the permissibility of non-essential
human qualities for himself in particular at the same time he established these for his brothers from
among the Messengers and with all of the Prophets.

After-Life (sam ‘iyya)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has also established the existence of Angels
(mala'ika) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra: "There come
to you Angels by night and Angels by day consecutively." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace
has established death at its appointed time (mawt bi 'I-ajli ) by his words as related by al-Bukhari in his
Saheeh from the tradition of Usama ibn Zaid on the occasion of the death of the son of his daughter
may Allah bless him and grant him peace : "Everything has an appointed time." He may Allah bless
him and grant him peace has established the questioning of the grave (su'aal 'I-qabr) by his words as




related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas: "Verily the slave when he is placed in his grave
and his companions go away - there comes to him two Angels. They then sit him up and say to him,
"What did you used to say about that Prophet Muhammad may Allah bless him and grant him peace?' If
he is a believer, he will say: "I bear witness that he is the slave of Allah and His Messenger." If he is a
disbeliever or a hypocrite, he will say, 'I don't know’." In the narration of Abu Dawud he may Allah
bless him and grant him peace said: "Then they (the Angels) will say to him, "Who is your Lord?
What is your deen? And who is that man who was raised up among you?' Then the believer will say,
‘My lord is Allah. My deen is al-Islam. And the man who was raised up amongst us is the Messenger
of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace.' The disbeliever will say to all three questions, ‘I
don't know." In the narration from al-Tirmidhi he may Allah bless him and grant him peace said, "It is
said that one of them is named Munkar and the other one is named Nakir ." He may Allah bless him
and grant him peace has established the punishment of the grave (‘adhaab 'lI-qabr ) by his words as
related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Umar: "Verily when one of you dies, his eternal
resting place is shown to him in the morning and in the evening. If he be among the people of the
Garden, then he is from the people of the Garden. If he be among the people of the Fire, then he is
among the people of the Fire. It will be said to him, "This is your resting place until Allah resurrects
you on the Day of Judgement’." And He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has also established
the punishment of the grave by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of A'isha:
"The punishment of the grave is true." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the
Scales (al-miizaan) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra:
"There are two words which are light upon the tongue, heavy upon the scales and beloved to the al-
Rahmaan: Subhaana Allahi wa bi Hamdihi Subhaana Allahi al-'Adheem." He may Allah bless him
and grant him peace has established the giving of Books by the Angels (suhuf 'l-mala'ika ) by his
words as realted by al-Tirmidhi: "A man from my Umma will be recuperated for all to see. Ninety-nine
scrolls will welcome him. Each scroll will be as far as the eye can see. Then it will be said to him: "Do
you deny any of these things? Has my recording angels done you an injustice?' He will say: "No my
Lord.' It will be said to him: "Do you have any excuse to put forward?' He will say: "No my Lord.' It
will be said, 'On the contrary. Verily you have with Us an excellent deed and indeed this Day no
injustice will be done to you.' There then will be brought out to him a slip of paper wherein will be
written, Ash hadu an La ilaha illa Allah wa ash hadu anna Muhammadan abduhu wa rasuluhu (I
bear witness that there is no deity except Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and
Messenger). Then it will be said: “Take your paper.' He will say: "O my Lord! What is this slip of paper
in comparison to these scrolls. It will be said to him,” Verily no injustice will be done to you!' Then the
scrolls will be placed on the scales and then the slip of paper will be placed upon the scales. The scrolls
will be light but the slip of paper will be heavy for there is nothing which is weightier than the name of
Allah!" He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the Bridge (al-siraat) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra: "The bridge over Hell-Fires
will be set up, and I will be the first one to be allowed over it." And it is also established by his words
as related in Saheeh Muslim: "The bridge will be extended over the surface of the Hell-Fires: it will be
finer than a blade of grass and sharper than a sword." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has
established the Fountain (al-kawthar) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of
Abdallah ibn Umar: "My fountain is as long as a months travel. Its water is as white as milk. Its scent is
better than musk and its treasures are as numerous as the stars in the sky. Whoever drinks from it will
never be thirsty." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the Garden (al-janna)
and the Fire (an-naar ) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari in the section of the eclipse prayer
(salaat 'l-kusuuf) from the tradition of Asma: "There is nothing which I have not seen before except




that I have just seen it in this place of mine, even the Garden and the Fire." He may Allah bless him
and grant him peace has established the Intercession (a/-shifaa a) by his words as related by al-
Tirmidhi on the authority of Jaabir: "My intercession will be for the people from my Umma with major
sins. Whoever is not among the people of major sins will not receive my intercession." He may Allah
bless him and grant him peace has established the vision of Allah ta'ala by the believers (ru'ya 'I-
mu'mineen) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Jaabir ibn Abdallah (may
Allah be pleased with him): "Verily you will see your Lord may His praise be exalted with your own
eyes." The traditions (ahaadeeth) of the foundations of the deen are continuous and unbroken
(mutawaatir), thus we have restricted some of it out of the desire to make it more concise.
Success is with Allah.
!_'I_




CHAPTER FOUR
An Explanation of the Verses of Outward Branches of the Deen

Purification (at-tahaara)

I say and success is with Allah, that Allah ta'ala has established purification (al-istibra'a) as a
means of freeing oneself of impurities by His words concerning the people of Quba: "These are men
who love to purify themselves, for Allah loves those who have a care for purity." He ta'ala has
established pure water (al-maa'u 'lI-taahir) by His words: "And I have sent down pure water from the
heavens." And by His words: "And water has been sent down to you from the heavens in order that
you might purify yourselves with it."" He ta'ala has established the complete bath (al-ghusl) by His
words: "And when you are in a state of ritual uncleanness purify yourselves." And by His words: "O
you who believe! Do not come near prayer when you are intoxicated until you know what you are
saying. And do not come near prayer while you are in a state of ritual uncleanness until you bath
yourselves." He ta’ala has established ablution (al-wudu'u) by His words: "O you who believe! When
you stand for prayer, wash your faces and your hands up to the elbows. Wipe your heads and (wash)
your feet up to the ankles." He ta'ala has established purification with earth (at-tayyamum) by His
words: "Whenever you are sick or on a journey, or when one of you comes from relieving himself, or
when you have fondled women - and you cannot find water - then strike high dry earth and wipe your
faces and your hands." He ta'ala has established the rules of menstruation (al-haid) by His words:
"And they ask you about menstruation. Say It is unclean, so refrain from women during their
menstruation."

Prayer (as-salaat)

He ta'ala has established the times of prayer (awgaat 's-salaat) by His words: "Then glorify
Allah at nightfall and during the early morning hours. Everything in the heavens and the earth sing
His praises in the depth of the night and during noonday." And by His words: "Stand for prayer when
the sun sets, and during the night hours. And read the Qur'an during the dawn for verily the recitation
of Qur'an during the dawn is surely witnessed." He ta'ala has established the call to prayer (al-
adhaan) by His words: "And when you are called to the prayer, they take it for joke and mockery."
And by his words: "O you who believe! When you are called to the jumu prayer." He ta'ala has
established the conditions of prayer (shuruut 's-salaat) by His words concerning the matter of
purification (at-tahaara): "Verily Allah loves those who turn in repentance and He loves those who
have a care for purity." He says concerning the matter of facing the qibla (istigbal 'l-qibla): "So turn
your faces in the direction of the Sacred Mosque; and wherever you maybe turn your faces towards it."
He says concerning the matter of covering the private parts (satri 'I-'awra): "Take your beautiful
clothing at every place of worship." He says concerning the matter of avoiding speech (tark 'I-kalaam):
"Stand before Allah humbly." He ta'ala has established the prayer (as-salaat) by His words: "So
establish the prayer, verily the prayer is a timed ordinance for the believers." He ta'ala has established
making up for what was missed (qada'u 'l-fawaa'it) by His words: "And establish the prayer in order
to remember me." He ta'ala has established the rules of forgetfulness (as-sahwi ) by His words:
"There has been rooted in the Messenger of Allah a good example for you." And by His words: "And
follow him so that you maybe guided aright." He ta'ala has established the traveling prayer (salaat 'I-
musaafir) by His words: "And when you travel through the earth, there is no harm on you to shorten
the prayer - if you fear that those who disbelieve will cause distress for you". He ta'ala has
established the weekly prayer (salaat 'I-jumu ) by His words: "And when you are called to the jumu’a



prayer, then hurry to the remembrance of Allah." He ta'ala has established the fear prayer (salaat 'I-
khawf) by His words: "When you travel through the earth, there is no harm on you to shorten the
prayers - if you fear that those who disbelieve will cause you distress. Verily those who disbelieve are
to you an open enemy. When you are among them, establish the prayer and let a group among you
stand with you ready with their weapons. When they have prostrated themselves let them go to your
rear, and let another group who has not prayed come forward and pray with you ready with their
arms." And by His words: "If you are endanger, then (say your prayers) on foot or on horseback." He
ta'ala has established the Eid prayer (salaat 'I- eid) by His words: "Then pray to your Lord and
rejoice." And by His words: "And he has prospered who has given alms: then remembers the name of
his Lord and then establishes the prayer." He has established the deceased prayer (salaat 'l-janaa'iz)
by His words: "Do not pray over any one of them when he dies, ever! And do not stand over their
graves. For verily they disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger and they died while they were corrupt."
That is they went out of al-Imaan. This verse proves that you are to pray over anyone other than the
above.

Poor-due (az-zakaat)

Allah ta'ala has established the poor-due (az-zakaat) by His words: "And pay the poor-due."”
And by His words: "And as for those who hoard up gold and silver, and do not spend it in the way of
Allah, warn them of a sure punishment. On the Day it shall be heated in the Fires of Hell, then their
foreheads, their sides and their backs shall be branded with it. This is what you used to hoard up for
yourselves, therefore taste what you have hoarded." Allah ta’ala has established the zakaat 'I-fitri by
His words: "He has indeed prospered who has given alms: then remembers the name of his Lord and
then establishes the prayer"

Fasting (as-sawm)

Allah ta’ala has established fasting (al-sawm) by His words: "O you who believe! Fasting has
been prescribed for you, just as it was prescribed for those before you, in order that you may have
tagwa." Allah ta'ala has established the retreat (al-i tikaaf) by His words: "Do not have intercourse
with the women while you are in retreat in the mosque."

Pilgrimage (al-hajj)
Allah ta‘ala has established pilgrimage (a/-hajj) by His words: "It is obligatory upon people
who have the ability to make the pilgrimage to the House for the sake of Allah."

Sacrificed Animals (ad-dhakaaft)

Allah ta'ala has established the slaughtered animals (a/-dhakaat) by His words: "Forbidden
for you are dead animals, blood, meat of swine, and what has been sacrificed to other than Allah. You
are forbidden the flesh of strangled animals, those beaten or gored to death, those killed by a fall,
mangled by a beast of prey except what you have sacrificed." And by His words: "Eat of that which the
name of Allah has been mentioned over." And by His words: "They ask you about what is permitted
for them. Say: Permitted to you are all good things, as well as that which you have taught the birds
and beast of prey to catch, training them as Allah has taught you. Eat of what they catch for you,
pronouncing on it the name of Allah.  And have fear of Allah, for Allah is swift at reckoning."



Oaths (al-yameen)

Allah ta’ala has established oaths (al-yameen) by His words: "Allah will not take you to task
for what you advertently swear. But He will take you to task for the oaths which you solemnly swore.
The penalty for a broken oath is the feeding of ten needy people from such foods as you normally offer
to your own people: or clothing them: or the freeing of one slave. If he cannot afford any of these, he
must fast three days. This is expiation for what you have sworn."

Vows (an-nadhr)

Allah ta'ala has established vows (an-nadhr) by His words: "You never expend from any
expenditure nor make a vow from vows, except that Allah knows it." And by His words: "Those who
Sfulfill their vows." And by His words: "And they fulfill their vows."

Struggle (al-jihad)

Allah has established the struggle (al-jihad) by His words: "Verily Allah has purchased from
the believers their lives and their wealth, because for them is the Garden. They fight in the way of
Allah, they kill and are killed. Such is the true promise which He has promised them in the Torah, the
Injil and the Qur'an. And who is more true to his promise than Allah. So rejoice in the pledge which
you have made, for that is the mighty achievement. Those who repent, worship and praise [Allah], who
fast, bow down and prostrate themselves, who command the good and forbid evil, who keep the limits
of Allah and give good news to the believers."

Marriage (an-nikaah)

Allah ta’ala has established marriage (an-nikaah) by His words: "Then marry of the women
who seem best to you: two, three or four. And if you fear that you cannot do justice to them, marry only
one or [the captives] which your right hands possess. This will make it easier for you to avoid
injustice. And give the women their dowry as a free gift."

Divorce (at-talaaq)

Allah ta'ala has established divorce (at-talaaq) by His words: "O Prophet! When you divorce
the women, divorce them at the end of their waiting period." And by His words: "Divorce may be
pronounced twice. Then keep them in good fellowship or let them go with kindness." And by His
words: "If he divorces his wife, he cannot remarry her until after she has married another husband."

Khul” Divorce

Allah ta’ala has established the khul™ divorce by His words: "It is not lawful for you to take
anything from them which you have given them, unless you both fear they may not keep the limits of
Allah,; in which case it is no offense for either of them if the wife ransoms herself."

Renunciation (ar-raja’aft)
Allah ta'ala has established renunciation (raja 'at) by His words: "In that case their husbands
would do well to take them back if they desire reconciliation."



Illaa’u Divorce

Allah ta'ala has established illaa'u divorce by His words: "Those that renounce their women,
must wait for four months, then if they change their minds, verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. If they
decide upon divorce, then Allah is all Hearing and Knowing."

Oath of Thihaar

Allah ta'ala has established the oath of al-thihaar by His words: "Those who put away their
women [by saying they are like the backs of their mothers], then afterwards retract their words shall
free a slave before they touch one another. You are enjoined to do this, and Allah is aware of all
your actions. He who is unable to do this, let him fast for two consecutive months before they touch
one another. He who is unable to do that, must feed sixty needy people."

Mutual Cursing (al-li’an)

Allah ta’ala has established mutual cursing (a/-/i'an) by His words: "Those who accuse their
wives but do not have witnesses except themselves, he should swear four times by Allah that he is
telling the truth, and the fifth oath by calling down the curse of Allah if he be lying. And if the woman
swears four times by Allah that he is lying and the fifth oath by calling down the curse of Allah if he is
telling the truth, she will be saved from punishment."

Waiting Period (al-"idda)

Allah ta’ala has established the waiting period (al-idda) by His words: "Divorced women
shall wait, keeping themselves apart three [monthly] courses." And by His words: "If you are in doubt
concerning those of your women who have ceased menstruating, know that their waiting period is
three months. And let the same be for those who are not menstruating. For those carrying a child, their
waiting period shall be until they bring forth their burden." And by His words: "Those that die and
leave behind their wives, they [their wives] shall wait keeping themselves apart for four months and
ten days."

Nursing (ar-rida'i)

Allah ta‘ala has established nursing (rida i) by His words: "The mothers shall nurse their
children two whole years." And by His words: "And your mothers who nursed you and your sisters
who were nursed with you."

Financial Maintenance (an-nafaqa)

Allah ta’ala has established financial maintenance (nafaqa) by His words: "Let him who has
abundance and he whose provision is limited spend of that which Allah has given him." And by His
words: "And if they are pregnant, then financially maintain them until they give birth."

Commerce (al-bayu)

Allah ta'ala has established business (bay 'u) by His words: "Allah has made trade permissible
but He has forbidden for you ribaa.” And by His words: "Except in the case when it is actual
merchandise which you exchange among yourselves from hand to hand." And by His words: "Do not
devour one anothers wealth wantonly, except if there be trade between you by mutual consent."



Rules Concerning Homicide (ahkaam 'd-dimaa)

Allah ta'ala has established the rules of homicide (ahkaam 'l-dimaa) by His words: "O you
who believe! Retaliation has been prescribed for you in the matter of homicides: the free man for the
free man: the slave for the slave: the female for the female." And by His words: "And We have
prescribed for them a life for a life, an eye for an eye,a nose for a nose, an ear for an ear, a tooth for a
tooth and  for wounds there is like retaliation."

Hadd Punishments

Allah ta'ala has established the huduud by His words in explanation for the hadd for
fornication: "The female fornicators and the male fornicators should be whipped each with one-
hundred stripes." Allah ta'ala has said in explanation of the hadd for false accusation (al-qadhaf):
"Those who accuse honorable women | al-muhsinat] but do not bring four witnesses, whip them with
eighty stripes." Allah ta'ala has said in explanation of the hadd of theft (as-sariga): "The thief male
and female - cut off their hands." Allah ta'ala has said in explanation of the hadd of war-mongering
(al-haraba): "Verily the only recompense for those who make war against Allah and His Messenger
and strive after corruption in the land - will be killing, or crucifixion, or their hands and feet cut off on
alternate sides, or being expelled from the land."

Legal Judgments (al-aqdiya)

Allah ta‘ala has established legal judgments (gada'u) by His words: "Verily Allah has
commanded you to restore deposits to their rightful owners, and when you judge between people -
judge justly." And by His words: "O Dawud! I have made you a ruler in the earth, so judge between
people with the truth, and do not follow whims, for you will be led astray off the path of Allah."

Just Witnesses (as-shahaada)

Allah ta'ala has established testimony (shahaada) by His words: "O you who believe! Be
maintainers of justice, bearers of witness of Allah's sake - even though it be against yourselves, your
parents or your nearest of kin - whether against the rich or the poor, for Allah is nearer to them than
you are. So do not follow passions lest you deviate. . And if you distort or obstruct justice, then surely
Allah is aware of what you do."

Inheritance (al-miraath)

Allah ta’ala has established inheritance (miraath) by His words: "Unto the men belong a share
of that which the parents and near of kin leave: whether it be little or much - a legal share." And by
His words: "Allah charges you concerning your children to the male the equivalent of the portion of
two females: then if there are more than two females, they shall have two-thirds of what the deceased
has left, and if there is one, she shall have the half: and as for his parents, each of them shall have a
sixth of what he has left if he has a child, but if he has no child and his two parents inherit him, then
his mother shall have the third: but if he has brothers, then his mother shall have the sixth after the
payment of a bequest he may have bequeathed or a debt: your parents and your children, you know not
which of them is nearer to you in usefulness: this is an ordinance from Allah Surely Allah is Knowing,
Wise. And you shall have half of what your wives leave if they have no child, but if they have a child,
then you shall have a fourth of what they leave after payment of any bequest they may bequeathed or a
debt: and they shall have a fourth of what you leave if you have no child, but if you have a child then
they shall have the eighth of what you leave after payment of a bequest you may have bequeathed or a
debt: and if a man or a woman leaves property to be inherited by neither parents nor offspring, and he



( or she) has a brother or sister, then each of them two shall have the sixth, but if there are more than
that, they shall be sharers in the third after payment of a bequest they may have been bequeathed or a
debt that does not harm others: this is an ordinance from Allah and Allah is Knowing, Forbearing."

Greetings and Seeking Permission (as-salaam wa'l-istidhaan)

Allah ta’ala has established the greetings (salaam) by His words: "O you who believe! Do not
enter houses other than your own without first announcing yourselves and giving the greetings of
‘peace’ to its people." And by His words: "When you are greeted with a greeting, return the greetings
with one better than it or with one equal to it." And by His words: "When the children reach puberty,
then let them ask leave even as those before them asked leave."

And Success is with Allah.
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CHAPTER FIVE
An Explanation of the Traditions of the Outward Branch of the Deen

Purification (at-tahaara)

The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established purification (al-istibra)
as a means of freeing oneself of impurities by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the
authority of Ibn Abass who said the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace
once passed by two graves and said: "Verily these two are being punished but they are not being
punished for a major sin. As for the first he used to never free himself of urine. And As for the second
he used to go among the people spreading slanderous rumors."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established pure water (al-maa 't-taahir) by
his words as related in the tradition of Ibn Maja: "Pure water is not defiled by anything except what
changes its smell, its taste and its color." And in another narration: "Allah created water pure. Nothing
contaminates it except what changes its color, its taste and its smell."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the complete ritual bath (a/-
ghusl) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra that the
Messenger of Allah said: "When a man sits in between the fore-parts of a woman and has sexual
intercourse with her, then ghus/ becomes obligatory." And Muslim added: "Even if he does not emit
(sperm)." And in the Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of A'isha may Allah be pleased with her said:
"When the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace used to make ghus/, he used to begin with
washing his hands. He would then do ablution (wuduu'u) like the ablution for prayer. He would then
enter his fingers in the water and then rub them through the roots of his hair. He would then pour three
hand fulls of water over his head. He would then run or spread water over his whole body."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established ablution (a/-wuduu'u ) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra who said that the Messenger of
Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Allah does not accept the salaat of anyone who
is impure (hadath) until he performs wudu"u." Also in Saheeh al-Bukhari it says "Musa reported to us
that Wuhayb reported to us on the authority of "Amrin on the authority of his father who said, 'I
witnessed Amr ibn Abi Hassan ask Abdallah ibn Zaid about the wuduu'u of the Prophet may Allah
bless him and grant him peace. He (Abdallah) poured water from the container upon his hands and
washed them three times. He then put his hand in the container then rinsed out his mouth and rinsed his
nose by sniffing water in it and then blowing it out. He did this with three handfuls of water. Again
he put his hand in the container and washed his face three times. He then washed his arms twice up to
the elbows. He then put his hands in the water and then wiped his head by bringing them to the front
and then to the back of the head once. He then washed his feet with his two hands up to the ankles."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established purification with earth (al-
tayyamum) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari concerning the story of "Amaar and Umar.
"Amaar said, "I rolled myself in the dust and came to the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him
peace who then said, "Sufficient for you is the face and the hands.' Then Amaar said, "The Prophet
may Allah bless him and grant him peace then struck the earth with his hands and wiped over his face
and hands." Also in the Saheeh al-Bukhari it is related on the authority of "Imran ibn Husayn al-
Khudhaa'in said: "The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace saw a man
keeping apart and not praying with the people. He then said to him: "O so-and-so! What keeps you
from praying with the people?' He responded, I have been affected by ritual impurity (janaaba) and
there is no water." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Then take to high dry earth, it
will be sufficient for you." Also in the Saheeh al-Bukhari it is mentioned that: ""Amru ibn al-"Aassi




became ritually impure during a very cold night. He them made fayyammum and recited the verse
‘Do not kill yourselves. Verily Allah is merciful to you." This was later related to the Prophet may
Allah bless him and grant him peace ~ who did not censure him for that."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established menstruation (al-haid) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri that the Prophet may
Allah bless him and grant him peace one day while passing the women on either the day of Eid 'l-Adha
or Eid 'l-Fitr he said: "I have not seen anyone more deficient in intelligence and deen than you. A
cautious man could be led astray by some of you." The women asked: 'O Messenger of Allah! What is
the deficiency in our intelligence and our deen? He said: "Is not the testimony of a woman equal to one
half the testimony of man?" They replied in the affirmative. He said: "This is the deficiency in her
intelligence. Is it not true that a woman can neither pray nor fast during her menstruation?" The women
replied in the affirmative. He said: "That is the deficiency in her deen."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the duration of menstruation
(al-istihaada) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of A'isha (may Allah be
pleased with her) who said that Faatima the daughter of Abu Hubaysh said to the Messenger of Allah
may Allah bless him and grant him peace: "O Messenger of Allah! I do not become clean from
bleeding. Shall I give up salaat?" The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace
said: "No, because it is from a blood vessel and not from the menstruation. So when the real haid
begins give up your salaat. When it has finished, wash the blood off your body and offer salaat."

Prayer (as-salaat)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the times of prayer (awgqaat 'I-
salaat ) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Jaabir ibn Abdallah who said:
"The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace used to pray the dhuhr prayer just
after mid-day, and the asr prayer when the sun was still bright, the maghrib after sunset at its set time
and the ishaa at variable times. Whenever he saw the people assembled he would pray earlier and if
the people delayed, he would delay the prayer."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the call to prayer (al-adhaan) by
his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas who said: "Bilal was ordered to
double the adhaan and to say the igaama only once."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the condition of prayer (shuruut
's-salaat) concerning the matter of purification (a/-tahaara) by his words as related by al-Tirmidhi on
the authority of Umar: "Salaat is not accepted except after purification." He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace said to Abu Hurayra on his authority as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari concerning the
matter facing the gibla (istighal 'l-gibla): "Face the gibla and then say, Allahu akbar'." He may Allah
bless him and grant him peace said concerning the matter of covering the private parts (satr 'I-awra) as
related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra who said: "He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace prohibited wrapping oneself with a garment so that one cannot raise the ends or take
ones hand out of it, and he prohibited sitting wearing one garment, with nothing covering his private
parts." And concerning this also is what A'isha said as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari: "The Prophet may
Allah bless him and grant him peace used to pray al-fajr and some of the believing women covered
with their veiling sheets used to attend the prayer with him and then they would return to their homes
unrecognized." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace said concerning avoiding speech (fark 'I-
kalaam ) as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Zaid ibn Arqam who said: "We used to
speak during the salaat until Allah revealed: “And stand humbly before Allah.” Then we were
commanded to be silent and speech during the prayer was prohibited."




He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the prayer (salaat) by his words
as related Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of A'isha (the mother of the believers) who said:" Allah
made the salaat obligatory with two rak'ats, both, when settled or while traveling. Then the traveling
prayer was kept as it was, and an increase was made in the prayer when settled." And Ahmad added in
his Musnad: "Except maghrib prayer. Verily it is three rak'ats." And it has been established also by his
words may Allah bless him and grant him peace as related on the authority of Abu Hurayra concerning
the story of the Bedouin: "When you stand for prayer, say "Allahu akbar'. Then recite what is easiest
for you from the Qur'an. Then bow down (arka ") until you become composed in it. Then rise up until
you are standing up straight. Then prostrate until you become composed in it. Then rise up sitting until
you are composed in it. Then prostrate until you are composed in it.Then do the same in all the
remainder of your salaat."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established making up for what was missed
(gada 's-salaat) as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas ibn Malik: "Whoever forgets a
salaat, then he should pray it when he remembers; for there is no atonement for it except that. "And
establish the prayer for My remembrance'."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the rules of forget-fulness (a/-
sahwi) as related in the chapter concerning forget-fulness in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of
Abdallah ibn Buhayna who said: "The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace
prayed with us two rak'ats from some of the prayers. He then stood without sitting down in jalsa and
the people stood with him. When he had finished the prayer we waited for his salaams. He said,
‘Allahu akbar' before the salaams, then prostrated two times while he was sitting. He then made the
salaams." And also in the Saheeh al-Bukhari in another narration by Abu Hurayra who said: "The
Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace prayed dhuhr with us, but he only prayed two
rak'ats. Then someone said: “You prayed two rak'ats'. He then stood and prayed two rak'ats, he then
made the salaams and he then made two prostrations."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the traveling prayer (salaat 'I-
musaafir) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Yahya ibn Abi Ishaq who
said: "I heard Anas say, "We traveled with the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace to
Mecca and he used to pray two rak'ats (for every prayer) until we returned to Madina. The Messenger
of Allah said: "Do not shorten your salaats for a journey less than Mecca up to Ghusfaan (which is
equal to about 48 miles)." It was also narrated by Daruqutni and Ibn Hudhayma verified it.

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the Friday congregational
prayer (al-jumu’) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Rabi‘a ibn al-
Haarith that he heard Abu Hurayra say that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: "We are the last and
the foremost on the Day of Judgment, though the former nations were given the Books before us.
And this was their day in which Allah made worship obligatory upon them. But they differed about it.
So Allah guided us to it and all of the people are behind us in this respect: the Jews is tomorrow and
the Christians is the after tomorrow."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the fear prayer (salaat 'I-khawf)
by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with
him) who said: "I took part in a battle (ghazwa) with the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and
grant him peace in Najd. We faced the enemy and arranged ourselves in ranks. Then the Messenger of
Allah stood up to lead the prayer and one party stood to pray with him while they faced the enemy. The
Messenger of Allah then made the bowing (ruku') along with those who were with him and they made
two prostrations. The other party took the place of those who had not prayed. The Messenger of Allah
then performed one raka'at and two prostrations with them and finished it with the salaams." ITbn Umar




added, the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "If the enemy is greater than the
Muslims, they can pray individually while standing or riding."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the two Eid prayers (salaat 'I-
‘eidayn) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of A'isha ( may Allah be pleased
with her) who said: "Abu Bakr came to my house while two young Ansari girls were singing beside me
the stories of the Ansar concerning the Day of Bu'ath. Though they were yet singing, Abu Bakr said:
"Are musical instruments of Satan in the house of the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and
grant him peace!?' This was on the day of Eid and the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and
grant him peace said: "O Abu Bakr! Every people have an eid, this is our Eid." And by his words may
Allah bless him and grant him peace as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of al-Bara'a who
said: "I heard the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace say in one of his sermons: "The
first thing we begin with on this day (eid) is that we pray. And after returning from the prayer we
sacrifice our sacrifices. Whoever does this, has acted in accordance with our Sunna'."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the prayer for the deceased
(salaat 'l-janaa'iza) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra who
said: "The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace informed his Companions about the death
of an-Nagas. He then went ahead and led the prayer while the people lined in rows behind him and he
pronounced ‘Allahu akbar' four times."

Poor-due (az-zakaat)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the poor-due (al-zakaat) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra: "Whomever Allah awards with
wealth, and does not give the zakaat on it: then on the Day of Standing his wealth will made like a
bald-head poisonous male snake with two black spots over the eyes. The snake will encircle his neck
and bite his cheeks and say: "I am your wealth, I am your treasure'." Then the Prophet recited the verse
"Let not those who are stingy with what Allah has given them from His bounty consider that it is good
for them, nay it is evil for them. That which they were stingy with will be wrapped around their necks
on the Day of Standing'."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the zakaat 'I-fitr by his words as
related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Umar who said: "The Messenger of Allah may
Allah bless him and grant him peace made the zakaat 'I-fitr obligatory. It was either one saa ‘i of dates
or one saa i of barley for the slave as well as the freeman, male and female, young or old from among

the Muslims. And he ordered it to be given before the people went to the salaat."




Fasting (as-sawm)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the fasting (al-sawm) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ziyaad who said: "I heard
Abu Hurayra say: "The Messenger of Allah or Abu' I-Qaasim may Allah bless him and grant him peace
said: "Start fasting on seeing it (the new moon of Ramadan) and give up fasting on seeing it (the new
moon of Shawwaal). And if the sky is overcasts then complete thirty days Sha ‘baan."

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the retreat (al-'itikaf) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of A'isha (the wife of the Prophet) who said:
"The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace used to go into retreat the last ten
days of every Ramadan till he died and then after him his wives used to go into retreat like that."

Pilgrimage (al-hajj)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the pilgrimage (al-hajj) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abdallah ibn Abaas who said: "Al-Fadl was
riding behind the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace and a woman from the
tribe of Khath’am came and al-Fadl started looking at her and she started looking at him. The Prophet
turned al-Fadl's face to the other side. The woman said, 'O Messenger of Allah! The obligation of Aajj
which Allah has enjoined upon His slaves has become due on my father and he is old and weak and he
cannot sit firm in the caravan. May I perform 4ajj on his behalf?" He replied: "Yes." That happened
during the Hajj 'I-Wida (the Farewell Pilgrimages) the Prophet."

Sacrificed Animals (ad-dhakaaft)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the sacrificed animals (al-
dhakaat) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abi Raafi'i on the authority
of his grandfather who said: "O Messenger of Allah! We have no knives." He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace said: "If the killing tools causes blood to gush out and if the Allah's name is
mentioned, then eat. But do not slaughter with a tooth or nail. As for the tooth it is a bone and the nail
is a Ethiopian knife."

Hunted Game (as-sayd)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the hunted game (as-sayd) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abi Tha'laba al-Khushani who said: "I came
to the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! We are
living in the land of the People of the Book, and we take our meals in their utensils, and there is game
in that land and I hunt with my bow and with my trained hound and with my untrained hound.' The
Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "As for your saying that you are in the land of
the People of the Book, you should not eat in their utensils unless you find no alternative, in which
case you must wash the utensils and then eat from them. As for your saying that you in the land of
game, if you hunt something with your bow, mention Allah's name and eat: and if you hunt something
with your trained hound, mention Allah's name and eat: and if you hunt something with your untrained
hound and get it alive, slaughter it and you can eat of it."




Oaths (al-yameen)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established oaths (al-yameen) by his words as
related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abdallah ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with both of
them) who said: "The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace met Umar ibn al-
Khattab while the later was going with a group of camel-riders, and he was swearing by his father. He
said: "Lo! Allah has prohibited you to swear by your fathers, so whoever has to take an oath, he should
swear by Allah or keep quiet." It was related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra [the
Messenger of Allah] said: 'If he had said, *Allah willing' he would not have been unsuccessful in his
actions."He meant had he swore by Allah."

Vow (an-nadhr)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the vow (an-nadhr) by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of "A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her) that the
Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Whoever vowed to be obedient to Allah, must
be obedient to Him: and whoever vowed to be disobedient to Allah, should not be disobedient to Him."

Struggle (al-jihaad)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the military struggle (al-jihaad)
by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Abaas who said that the Messenger
of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "There is no emigration after the Conquest, but
Jjihaad and good intentions, and when you are called upon to fight, then go out and fight."

Marriage (an-nikaah)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established marriage (an-nikaah) by his
words as realted in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abd al-Rahmaan ibn Yazid who said: "I
along with Algama and al-Aswad entered upon Abdallah who said: *"We were with the Prophet may
Allah bless him and grant him peace while we were young and had no wealth whatever. So the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "O young people! Whoever among
you can marry, should marry, because it helps him lower his gaze and guard his modesty, and whoever
is not able to marry, should fast, as fasting diminishes his sexual power."

Divorce (at-talaaq)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established divorce (at-talaag) by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Umar that he had divorced his wife while she
was menstruating during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him
peace. Umar ibn al-Khattab asked the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace
about that. The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Order him to take
her back and keep her till she is clean and then to wait till she gets her next period and becomes clean
again, whereupon, if he wishes to keep her, he can do so. And if he wishes to divorce her, he can
divorce before having sexual intercourse with her: and that is the prescribed period which Allah has
fixed for the women meant to be divorced." It has also been related in the Saheeh al-Bukhari on the
authority of "Urwa ibn al-Zubayr that "A'isha informed me: "The wife of Rifa'a al-Quradhi came to the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace and said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Rifa'a
divorced me irrevocably. After him I married Abd’r-Rahmaan ibn al-Zubayr al-Quradhi who proved to
be impotent." The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said to her: "Perhaps
you want to return to Rifa'a? Nay! Not until you and Abd’r-Rahmaan consummate your marriage."




Khulu® Divorce

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the khulu™ divorce by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Abaas who said: "The wife of Thabit ibn Qays
ibn Shimaas came to the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace and said, "O
Messenger of Allah! I do not blame Thabit for defects in his character or his religion, but I fear
disbelief after Islam.' The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Will you
give back the garden which your husband has given you?" She said, "Yes.' Then she returned it to him
and he may Allah bless him and grant him peace ordered him to divorce her."

Renunciation (ar-raja’aat)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established renunciation (ar-raja ‘ati) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Umar who divorced his wife while she
was menstruating. Umar asked the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace about that and he
ordered him to renounce the divorce and let her return."

Illaa’u Divorce

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the illaa'u divorce by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Humayd at-Tawil that he heard Anas ibn Malik say:
"The Messenger of Allah took an oath that he would abstain from his wives."

Oath of Thihaar

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the oath of thihaar by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari who said that Isma'il said: "Malik informed me that he asked Ibn
Shihaab about the thihaar of a slave. He said: "It is like the thihaar of a free man." Malik then said:
"The fasting of a slave is two months."

I say: that the thihaar of that above mentioned verse in the section of thihaar was revealed
concerning Khawla bint Tha'laba the wife of Aws ibn as-Saamit with regard to the most sound opinion
about that.

Mutual Cursing (al-li’an)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established mutual cursing (/i ‘an) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn Abaas who said: "Hilal ibn Umayya
accused his wife of adultery and came to the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace to
testify against her. The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace was saying:" Allah knows
that one of you is a liar. Will one of you repent?" Then the lady got up and gave her witness."

Waiting Period (al-"idda)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the waiting period (a/- idda) by
his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of al-Hassan who said: "The sister of Maqil
ibn Yasar was married to a man and then that man divorced her and remained away from her till her
‘idda expired. Then he demanded her hand in marriage." It is related in the Saheeh al-Bukhari also on
the authority of Umm Habiba that the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "It is not
lawful for a lady who believes in Allah and the Last Day to mourn for a dead person for more than
three days unless he is her husband for whom she should mourn for four months and ten days."




Nursing (ar-rida'i)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established nursing (ar-rida i) by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of "A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her) that the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace entered upon her while she was with a
man and his face changed as if he disliked that. Then she said: "Verily he is my brother." He may Allah
bless him and grant him peace then said: "Look upon your brothers for verily the tie by means of
nursing is like the ties of sexual intercourse." It has been related by al-Bukhari and Muslim on the
authority of "A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her) that the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant
him peace said: "Nursing prohibits what childbirth prohibits."

Financial Maintenance (an-nafaqa)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established financial maintenance (an-
nafaqa) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra who said that the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "The best alms is that which you
give when you are rich, and you should support your descendents first." He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace also said as related by Muslim: "The most excellent thing of this world is a dinaar
which a man spends upon his family." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace also said as related
by Abu Dawud: "Enough as a sin against a person is that he neglects those whom he has been made
responsible for."

Buying, Selling and Demanding Repayment ( al-bay'u wa'l-shira'u wa'l-iqtida'u)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established buying selling and demanding
repayment by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdallah who
said the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: " May Allah be merciful to
him who is lenient in his buying, selling and in demanding back his money." It was related by at-
Tirmidhi from the tradition of Rifaaa ibn Raafi'i (may Allah be pleased with him) and it was verified
by al-Haakim that the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace was asked: "Which
is the best means of earning a living?" He may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "The labor
which a man does with his own hands and every acceptable commerce."

Rules Concerning Blood Indemnity ( ahkaam ad-dima'i)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the rules concerning blood
indemnity (ahkaam ad-dima'i) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas
ibn Malik: "A Jew crushed the head of a girl between two stones. It was said to her: "Who has done
this two you, such-and such person, or such-and-such person?" When the name of the Jew was
mentioned, she nodded her head, agreeing. So the Jew was brought and he confessed. The Prophet may
Allah bless him and grant him peace ordered that his head be crushed with the stones." Hammam said:
*...with two stones." "




Hadd Punishment

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the hadd punishment by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari explaining the hadd of fornication on the authority of Zayd ibn
Khaalid al-Juhani who said: "I heard the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace ordering
that an unmarried person guilty of fornication, be flogged one-hundred stripes and be exiled for one
year."

It is related in Saheeh al-Bukhari also explaining the hadd of adultery for the one who is
married on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdallah who said: "A man from the tribe of Aslam came to the
Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace and confessed that he had committed adultery. The
man testified against himself four times, then the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant
him peace ordered him to be stoned to death as he was a married man."

It is related in Saheeh al-Bukhari in the chapter concerning false accusation (a/-gadhfa) on the
authority of Abu Hurayra who said: I heard Abu'l-Qaasim may Allah bless him and grant him peace
say, 'Whoever falsely accuses a slave, while he is innocent of what he says - then [the accuser] will be
whipped on the Day of Judgment except if the matter was as he said."

It is also related in Saheeh al-Bukhari explaining the hadd of theft (as-saarig) on the authority
of "A'isha that the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "The hand should be cut off
for stealing a quarter of a dinaar."

It is also related in Saheeh al-Bukhari explaining the hadd of war-mongers on the authority of
Anas ibn Malik who said: "Some people from the tribe of "Ukl came to the Prophet may Allah bless
him and grant him peace and embraced Islam. The climate of Medina did not suit them, so the Prophet
may Allah bless him and grant him peace ordered them to go to the camel herd used for the alms and to
drink their milk and urine. They did so, and after they had recovered from their ailment they reverted
from Islam, killed the shepherd of the camels and took the camels away. The Prophet may Allah bless
him and grant him peace sent some people in pursuit after them, they were caught and brought back.
The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace ordered that their hands and legs be cut off
and that their eyes be branded with heated pieces of iron, and that their cut hands and legs be
cauterized, till they died."

Legal Judgments (al-aqdiya)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established legal judgments (a/-aqdiya) by
his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari in the chapter concerning if a judge passes a judgment
unjustly or a judgment contradicting the People of Knowledge - such a judgment is rejected. "We were
informed by Mahmud [who said]: we were informed by Abd’r-Razaaq [who said]: we were informed
by Ma'mar on the authority of az-Zuhri on Saalim: on his father: "The Prophet may Allah bless him
and grant him peace dispatched Khalid ibn Walid to the Bani Jadhima and those people could not
express themselves by saying: “Aslamnaa,' [we have embraced Islam], but they said, ‘Saba'anaa,' [we
have given up our old religion]. Khalid started killing some of them and taking some as captives.
Then he gave a captive to everyone of us, commanding us to kill our captive. I said: "By Allah, I shall
not kill my captive and none of my Companions shall kill his captive!" Then we related that to the
Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and he said repeating it twice: "O Allah! I am
innocent of the actions of Khalid ibn Walid !"




Just Witnesses (as-shahaada)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established giving witness and testimony
(as-shahaada) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari in the chapter concerning what is said
about false witness, on the authority of Abd al-Rahmaan ibn Abi Bakra who said: "The Prophet said
three times, “Shall I inform about the greatest of the major sins!?" They said: "Yes, O Messenger of
Allah!" He said: "To join others in worship with Allah and to be undutiful to one's parents." Then the
Prophet sat up after he had been reclining and said: "And I warn you against giving false witness."
And he kept on repeating that warning until we thought he would not stop."

Inheritance (al-miraath)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the rules of inheritance (al-
miraath) by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Anas ibn Malik who said:
"The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Give the shares of the inheritance that are
prescribed in the Qur'an to those who are entitled to receive it. Then whatever remains, should be
given to the closest male relative of the deceased."

Greetings (as-salaam)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established greetings (as-salaam) by his
words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abdallah ibn *Amr who said: "A man asked
the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace, “"Which is the best Islam?' He said:
"Feeding food [to people] and giving the greetings of "peace' to those you know and to those you do not
know."

Seeking Permission (al-istidhaan)

He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established seeking permission (al-istidhaan)
by his words as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Sahl ibn Sa'd who said the Prophet
may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Verily! The order of seeking permission to enter has
been enjoined because of the wondering gaze."




The Guarding of the Limbs (kifdh 'I-"adaa'i) From Disobedience
Included among the Outward Branch is the guarding of the outward limbs (kifdh 'I-"adaa'i ad-
dhaahira) from disobedience. We will begin by mentioning the verses (a/-ayaat) which prohibit and
then follow this by the traditions (al-ahaadith) which prohibit.

The Qur’anic Verses Regarding Guarding the Qutward Limbs

Allah ta'ala says: "Throw off all outward sins as well as inward sins." And Allah ta’ala says:
"Say Verily what my Lord has made prohibited is vile deeds, those which are apparent and those
which are hidden." Allah ta'ala has established the guarding of the ears (hifdh 'I-udhn) from listening
to all nonsense (lagwi) by His words: "And when they hear nonsense, they turn away from it." Allah
ta‘ala has established the guarding of the eyes (kifdh 'I-aynayn) from looking at forbidden things (a/-
haraam) by His words: "Say to the believers "Lower your gaze’.” Allah ta’'ala has established the
guarding of the tongue (%ifdh 'I-lisaan) from backbiting (al-gheeba) and from every utterance which
is not permissible by His words: "Do not slander one another." And by His words: "And when you
speak, speak justly." And by His words: "And speak words which are straight to the point." Allah
ta'ala has established the guarding of the hands (hifdh 'I-yadayn) from theft (as-sariga) by His
words: "A4s for the male thief and the female thief, cut off their hands as a punishment for what they
have earned, an exemplary punishment from Allah: and Allah is Mighty, Wise. But whoever repents
after his transgression and make amends, then surely Allah will turn to him. Surely Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful." Allah ta’ala has established the guarding of the stomach (hifdh 'I-battni) from eating
forbidden things (al-haraam) by His words: "Verily those who devour the property of the orphan
unjustly, truly they only swallow fire into their stomachs and they shall enter burning fire." And by His
words: "And do not devour the wealth of one another wantonly." Allah ta'ala has established the
guarding of the private-part (hifdh 'l- awra) from fornication, adultery (az-zinaa) and homosexuality
(al-luwaat) by His words: "And do not come near to fornication or adultery. Verily it is an
abomination." And by His words criticizing the people of Lot for going after men: "What! Do you
indeed approach men lustfully rather than women!? Nay, you are a people who are barbarian." Allah
ta'ala has established the guarding of the feet (hifdh 'I-rijlayn) from walking conceitedly (mukhtaal)
and from walking to every type of disobedience by His words narrating the words of Lugmaan: "4And
pursue the right course in your walking." And by His words: "And do not walk in the earth exultingly,
for you cannot cut through the earth nor reach the mountains in height." Realize that riding and
walking towards disobedience (al-ma ‘asi) is one of the horses of Iblees and his feet. Allah ta'ala says
to Iblees commanding him with a threatening command or insult: "And come against them with your
riding horse and on foot."

The Prophetic Traditions Regarding Guarding the Outward Limbs

The traditions which prohibit are arranged in the same manner. It is related in Saheeh al-
Bukhari, Muslim, and at-Tirmidhi on the authority of Abu Hurayra who said that the Messenger of
Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "There is no one more jealous than Allah. On
account of that He has forbidden vile deeds, what is apparent from them and from what is hidden." He
may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the guarding of the ears (hifdh 'l-udhni)
from listening to all nonsense (lagwi), trifle speech (lahwi) and corrupt singing (ghinaa) by his words
as related in Saheeh al-Bukhari, Muslim and an-Nisa'i on the authority of "A'isha (may Allah be
pleased with her) who said: "The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace came to me while
two girls were singing beside me the songs of Bu'ath. The Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him




peace lay down and turned his face to the other side. Then Abu Bakr came and spoke to me harshly
saying, ‘Musical instruments of Satan in the house of the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and
grant him peace?" He may Allah bless him and grant him peace turned his face towards him and said:
"Leave them." When he [Abu Bakr] became inattentive, I signaled to those girls to go out and they left.
It was the Day of 'Id, and the Black people were playing with shields and spears: so either I requested
or he may Allah bless him and grant him peace asked me whether I would like to see the display. I
replied: "Yes.' Then he may Allah bless him and grant him peace stood me up behind him and my
cheek was touching his cheek and he was saying: "Carry on! O Bani Arfida!": till I got tired. Then he
may Allah bless him and grant him peace asked me, "Are you satisfied?" I replied: "Yes.' "He may
Allah bless him and grant him peace then said: "Leave, for it has reached me that Allah ta'ala will say
on the Day of Judgment: ‘Where are those who used to steer their hearing clear from trifle speech and
the musical instruments of Satan? Enter into the gardens of Musk. Then He will say to the Angels let
them listen to my praises and inform them that there will be no fear on them nor shall they grieve." He
may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the guarding of the eyes (hifdh 'I- aynayn)
from looking upon strange women (al-ajnabiya) by his words as related in Muslim, Abu Dawuud and
at-Tirmidhi on the authority of Jabir who said: "I asked the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him
peace about the unexpected gaze." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Avert your
glance." It was related by Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi on the authority of Barida who said that the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "O Ali! Do not follow the first
glance with a second glance. For verily the first one is for you and the second one is against you." He
may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the guarding of the tongue (Lifdh 'I-lisaan)
from cursing others (a/-/i’an), insulting (as-sabb) and obscene language (al-fuhshi) by his words as
related by at-Tirmidhi on the authority of Ibn Mas ud who said that the Messenger of Allah may Allah
bless him and grant him peace said: "The believer does not defame, nor does he say obscene things, nor
does he abuse." And he may Allah bless him and grant him peace said to Mu'adh: "Curb this." And he
may Allah bless him and grant him peace took a hold of his tongue. Then Mu'adh said: "O Prophet of
Allah! Shall we take a hold of the thing that we must speak with!?' He may Allah bless him and grant
him peace then said: "May your mother be bereaved of you! Will the people be thrown on their faces or
on their noses in the Fire except for what their tongues have harvested!?" He may Allah bless him and
grant him peace has established the guarding of the hands (kifdh 'l-yadain) from theft (as-sariga) by
his words as related by al-Bukhari, Muslim and an-Nisaa'i on the authority of Abu Hurayra who said
the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Allah curses the thief." He may
Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the guarding of the stomach (hifdh 'I-battni)
from forbidden things (al-haraam) by his words as related by al-Bukhari and Muslim: "It has been
mentioned that a man who had traveled a long journey, unkept and dust covered, extending his hands
to the heaven saying: ‘O Lord!', while his food is forbidden, his drink is forbidden, his clothing is
forbidden and he is supplied with what is forbidden. Will he be answered [in that condition]?" He may
Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the guarding of the private-parts (hifdh 'l-awra)
from fornication and adultery (az-zinaa) by his words as related by Muslim, at-Tirmidhi and an-Nisaa'i
on the authority of Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: "I asked the Messenger of
Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace which sin is greater with Allah?" He may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said: "That you make partners with Allah even though it is He who created
you." I then said: "Then what?" He said: "That you kill your child out of fear it will have to be fed with
you." I then said: "Then what?" He said: "That you commit adultery with the wife of your neighbor." It
has been related by Abu Dawud, an-Nisa'i and Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh on the authority of Abu
Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant




him peace said: "Whichever woman enters among a people that she does not belong to, she has nothing
with Allah." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace has established the guarding of the feet
(hifdh 'l-rijlayn) from walking conceitedly by his words as related by at-Tirmidhi: "A certain man
before your time left his home in clothes that made him walk conceited. So Allah ordered the earth to
swallow him; for he is reverberating in it till the Day of Judgment."

And Success is with Allah.




CHAPTER SIX
An Explanation of the Verses of the Inward Branches of the DEEN
It concerns the attributes of the heart, those which are destructive (al-muhlikaat) and those
which are redemptive (al-munjiyaat).

The Removal from the Heart of Every Blameworthy Trait

And from among these inward branches is the purification of the heart from every hidden
destructive character. Allah ta‘ala says: "Throw off every apparent sin as well as those which are
hidden."

And among these destructive traits is conceit (al-'wjub). Allah ta'ala says: "The day of
Hunayn when you exulted in your multitude. But it did not avail you anything." And He ta’ala says:
"Therefore do not testify to the integrity of yourselves, verily He knows best who has tagwa."

And among these destructive traits is pride (al-kibr). Allah ta‘ala says: "I will turn away
from my signs those who are arrogant in the earth without right." And He ta'ala says: "Like this We
stamp upon the heart of every arrogant oppressor." And He ta'ala says: "Verily He does not love those
who are arrogant."

And among these destructive traits is unwarranted anger (al-ghadab bi'l-baatil). Allah
ta'ala says: "When those who disbelieved had set up rage in their hearts - the rage of ignorance."

And among these destructive traits is envy (al-hasad). Allah ta'ala says: "Will you envy the
people for that which Allah has given them out of His bounty."

And among these destructive traits is greed (al-bukhl). Allah ta‘ala says: "Whoever is
miserly, for he is only miserly against his own soul." And He ta’ala says: "Those who are niggardly
and command the people to be close-fisted."

And among these destructive traits is showing-off (ar-riya'a). Allah ta'ala says: "Woe to
those who pray, those who are forgetful in their prayers, those wish to be seen." And He ta'ala says:
"And whoever desires the meeting with his Lord, then he should do righteous deeds and never
associate anyone with the worship of his Lord."

And among these destructive traits is the love of rank (hubb 'l-jaah). Allah ta'ala says: "This
is the home of the Hereafter. We have made it for those who do not desire greatness in the earth."

And among these destructive traits is false hope (al-amal). Allah ta'ala says: "Leave them to
eating and enjoying themselves, that false hope may deceive them, for they will soon know."

And among these destructive traits is having an evil opinion (isa'at 'l-dhann) of the
Muslims. Allah ta'ala says: "O you who believe! Stay away from much suspicion, for verily some
suspicion is a sin."

Here we have finished what we desired to put down from the verses of the destructive attributes
of the heart. These ten destructive traits are the roots of blameworthy characteristics. Whoever is
successful at uprooting them from his breast will in turn demolish those characteristics which diverge
from them with the permission of Allah ta'ala.




The Adornment of the Heart With Every Praiseworthy Trait

We also wish to transmit the Qur’anic verses of the redemptive attributes of the heart. The
first of these is repentance (at-tawba). Allah ta'ala says: "O you who believe! Repent to Allah with a
sincere repentance." And He ta'ala says: "Repent to Allah all together, O you who believe, so that you
may be successful."

And among the redemptive traits is sincerity (al-ikhlaas). Allah ta'ala says: "Worship Allah,
being sincere to Him in the deen." And He ta'ala says: "We have only commanded them to worship
Allah being sincere to Him in the deen."

And among these redemptive traits is patience (as-sabr). Allah ta'ala says: "Be patient,
verily Allah is with those who are patient."

And among these redemptive traits is austerity (az-zuhud). Allah ta’ala says: "And do not
strain your eyes after what We have given certain pairs from among them to enjoy from the splendors
of this world's life."

And among these redemptive traits is reliance on Allah (at-tawakkal). Allah ta’ala says:
"And upon Allah let the believers rely." And He ta'ala says: "Whoever relies upon Allah, then He is
enough for him."

And among these redemptive traits is leaving matters over to Allah (tafweed’l- ‘amr ila
Allah). Allah ta'ala says narrating the words of the believers from among the People of Pharoan: "And 1
leave the matter over to Allah. Verily Allah sees His slaves."

And among these redemptive traits is contentment (ar-rida'i). Allah ta‘ala says: "No
affliction comes about except by the permission of Allah. Thus whoever believes in Allah, He guides his
heart aright." And He ta'ala says: "No affliction befalls on the earth nor on yourselves, except that it is
in a Book before We bring it into existence. Surely that is easy with Allah. In order that you may not
grieve for what has escaped you."

And among these redemptive traits is fearful awareness (at-tagwa). Allah ta'ala says:
"Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, and dreads Allah and is fearfully aware of Him, these are
they who are the achievers."

And among these redemptive traits is fear (a/-khawf). Allah ta'ala says: "And fear Me if
indeed you are believers."

And among these redemptive traits is hope (ar-raja'a). Allah ta‘ala says: "Do not despair of
the mercy of Allah.  Verily Allah forgives all sins. For He is the Forgiving, the Merciful."

These above ten redemptive traits are the roots of praise-worthy characteristics. Whoever fixes
them in his heart has in turn established in himself those traits which branch from them by the
permission of Allah ta“ala.

Success is With Allah.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
An Explanation of the Traditions of the Inward Branches of the Deen
This is also concerning the destructive (al-muhlikaat) and redemptive (al-mujiyaat) attributes of
the heart.

The Removal from the Heart of Every Blameworthy Trait

We have supplied the traditions (a/-ahaadith) in this chapter in the same way as we supplied
the verses (al-ayaat) in the previous chapter. We have also arranged them in the same way that they
were arranged there: if Allah ta'ala wills.

And among them is conceit (al- ujub). It has been related in Saheeh al-Bukhari and Muslim:
"There was a man who was walking wearing apparel which made him conceited in himself. He held his
head high vaingloriously as he walked, then suddenly Allah made him sink into the ground; for even
now he is reverberating in the earth till the Day of Judgment."

And among them is pride (al-kibr). It has been related By Muslim, Abu Dawud and in
accordance with the expression of Ibn Maja: "Allah ta'ala says, "Pride is My upper attire and might is
My lower garment. Whoever contends with Me in anyone of them I have thrown him in the Fires of
Hell, and I do not care."

And among them is unwarranted anger (al-ghaddab bi'l-baatil). 1t has been related in
Saheeh al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him): "A man came to
the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace and said, *Give me counsel." He may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said: "Do not get angry." He repeated his request many times, but he may
Allah bless him and grant him peace only counseled him with: "Do not get angry." It has been related
by an-Nisa'i: "The strong man is not the one who can overpower people, but the strong man is he who
can overcome himself when he is angry."

And among them is envy (al-hasad). It has been related in Saheeh Muslim on the authority
of Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) who said in a lengthy tradition that the Messenger of
Allah said: "Do not be envious, do not be under cut one another in business, do not be hateful and do
not be contradictory." It has been related by Abu Dawud: "Beware of envy, for verily envy eats up
good deeds like the fire eats up dry wood."

And among them is greed (al-bukhl). It has been related by at-Tirmidhi on the authority of
Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said: "The generous man is close to Allah, near to people, in close proximity
to the Garden and far from the Fire. The miser is far from Allah, distant from people, remote from the
Garden and nigh to the Fire." He may Allah bless him and grant him peace also said: "The generous
ignorant man is more beloved to Allah than a miserly scholar."

And among them is showing off (ar-riya'a). It has been related by Ibn Maja in a sound
narration on the authority of Shidaad ibn Uways: "Verily the thing I fear most for my Umma is
associating partners with Allah. But I am not speaking of them worshipping the sun, the moon, nor any
idol. I am speaking about doing an act for other than Allah and secret passions." It has been related by
Abu Dawuud on the authority of Abu Hurayra that he may Allah bless him and grant him peace said:
"Seek refuge from the pit of sorrow." It was said: "What is the pit of sorrow?" He may Allah bless him
and grant him peace said: "It is a gorge in the Hell Fires which the Hell Fires seek refuge from more
than one-hundred times a day." It was said: "O Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him
peace who will enter it?" He said: "The reciters of the Qur'an who recite to be seen of men." It has been
related that the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Whoever seeks knowledge in




order to dispute with the scholars, or to oppose the incompetent, or to turn the faces of people to him:
Allah will enter him into the Fire."

And among them is the love of rank (hubb'l-jaah). It has been related by at-Tirmidhi on the
authority of K'ab ibn Malik that He may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "The destruction
which a person brings upon his deen by greedily coveting wealth and honor is like the destruction
caused by two hungry wolves sent among sheep."

And among them is the love of wealth (hubb'l-maal) out of vanity. It has been related by al-
Bukhari, Muslim, and at-Tirmidhi on the authority of Anas that he may Allah bless him and grant him
peace said: "The son of Adam will become senile and decrepit while there develops in him two things:
greed for money and greed for long life." It has also been related by al-Bukhari, Muslim and at-
Tirmidhi on the authority of Anas that he may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "If the son of
Adam possessed two valleys full of wealth, he would desire a third - for nothing can fill the belly of the
son of Adam except dust. Allah turns in forgiveness to those who repent."

And among them is false hope (al-amal). It has been related by al-Bukhari on the authority of
Ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with both of them) who said: "The Messenger of Allah may Allah
bless him and grant him peace took hold of my shoulders and said: "Be in this world as though you
were a stranger or one passing through." Ibn Umar used to say: "When you go to sleep do not expect to
see the morning. And when you wake up in the morning do not expect to see the evening. Take from
your health for your sickness, and take from your life for your death."

And among them is having an evil opinion of the Muslims (isa'at 'I-dhanni bi'l-muslimeen).
It has been related by Ibn Maja that he may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "When you are
suspicious, do not try and verify it. When you are envious, do not covet and do injustice. When you are
angry, then depart and upon Allah you should rely. And when you weigh on the scales, be fair."

Here is finished what we desired to put down from the prophetic traditions (al-ahaadith)
concerning the destructive attributes of the heart.

The Adornment of the Heart With Every Praiseworthy Trait

Now we will also include| the traditions of the redemptive attributes of the heart. And
among them is repentance (at-tawba) from every major and small sin. It has been related by al-
Bukhari in his Saheeh on the authority of Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "By Allah! Surely I seek
forgiveness of Allah and turn to Him in repentance more than seventy times a day."

And among them is sincerity (al/-ikhlaas). It has been related by al-Bukhari and Muslim on the
authority of Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah may
Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "Truly every matter is based upon intention. Thus whoever
makes emigration for Allah and His Messenger, then his emigration is for Allah and His Messenger.
And whoever makes emigration for this world in order to attain it or for some woman in order to marry
her, then his emigration is for what he emigrated for."

And among them is patience (as-sabr). It has been related in Saheeh al-Bukhari on the
authority of Thaabit who said he heard Anas say that the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him
peace said: "Patience during affliction is foremost." And he may Allah bless him and grant him peace
also said as is related in a tradition narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abu Malik ibn "Aasim al-
Ash’ari (may Allah be please with him): "Patience is a luminous light."




And among them is austerity (az-zuhud). It has been related by Ibn Maja on the authority of
Abu'l-Abaas Sahl ibn Sa'd as-Sa’adi (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: "Once a man came to
the Prophet may Allah bless him and grant him peace and said: "O Messenger of Allah! Direct me to an
act that if [ did it Allah will love and people will love me.' He may Allah bless him and grant him peace
said: "Do without in this world and Allah will love you. Do without in what people possess and people
will love you."

And among them is reliance (at-tawakkal). 1t has been related by at-Tirmidhi, an-Nasa'i, Ibn
Maja, Imam Ahmad, Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh and al-Haakim on the authority of Umar ibn al-Khattab
(may Allah be pleased with him) who said that the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant
him peace said: "If you were to rely upon Allah as is His due, He would provide for you in the same
way as He provide for the birds. They leave their nest empty and return to their nest with their bellies
full."

And among them is leaving matters over to Allah (at-fafweed). It has been related that the
Messenger Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "From the good fortunes of the sons of
Adam is their seeking Allah's counsel to guide them and being content with whatever Allah has
decreed. And from the misfortunes of the sons of Adam is their neglecting seeking Allah's counsel to
guide them and being displeased with what Allah has decreed." It has been related in the two Saheeh
collections on the authority of al-Bara'a ibn *Aazib (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that the
Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "When you go to your sleeping
place, you should make ablution like the ablution for prayer. Then lay upon your right side and say, ‘O
Allah! I have surrendered my self to You and I have left my concerns over to you. I have turned to You
out of terror of You and out of desire for You. There is no refuge nor safety from You except with
You. I have believed in Your Book which You revealed and in Your Prophet which You sent.” You
should make these the last thing of your words before going to sleep. Then if you die you will die upon
the fitra [as a Muslim]." In the narration of Muslim he may Allah bless him and grant him peace adds:
"...and if you wake up, you will wake up in the best of states."

And among them is contentment (ar-rida'a) with what Allah ta’ala has decreed. It has been
mentioned previously that he may Allah bless him and grant him peace said as related by at-Tirmidhi:
"From the good fortunes of the sons of Adam is their seeking Allah's counsel to guide them and being
content with what Allah has decreed. And from the misfortunes of the sons of Adam is their neglecting
seeking Allah's counsel to guide them and being displeased with what Allah has decreed." It has been
related in Saheeh Muslim in the tradition of Abu Hurayra, he may Allah bless him and grant him peace
said: "Seek help from Allah and do not give up hope. And if you are afflicted by anything, do not say,
‘If I had done so-and-so it would have been like so-and so." But rather you should say, ‘Allah has
decreed it. It is as Allah willed it.” Verily the "if' opens up against you the actions of Satan."

And among them is fearful awareness (at-fagwa). It has been related by Abu Dawud, and at-
Tirmidhi on the authority of Abu Najeeh al-'Irbaad ibn Saariya (may Allah be pleased with him) that
the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "I enjoin upon you fearful
awareness of Allah the Mighty the Majestic: and hearing and obeying even there is nominated over you
a slave."

And among them is fear (al-khawf) . It is related that the Messenger of Allah may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said: "Whoever fears [Allah] has set out on the journey. Whoever has set out
on the journey shall reach the camp site. Is not the commodity of Allah expensive and is not His
commodity the Garden." It has been related in a tradition related by at-Tirmidhi on the authority of
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: "The Messenger of Allah may Allah bless him and
grant him peace enter upon a young man who was at the point of death and said: "How do you find



yourself?' He said: "I hope for Allah, O Messenger of Allah! And I fear my sins.' He may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said: "The like of these two characteristics are not joined together in the heart
of a slave in this place except that Allah gives him what he hopes for and makes him safe from what he
fears."

And among them is hope (ar-raja'a). It has been related by at-Tirmidhi on the authority of
Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that he may Allah bless him and grant him
peace said: "If the believer knew the extent of the punishments which Allah has prepared, he would
never crave Paradise. And if the disbeliever knew the extent of the mercy which Allah has prepared, he
would never despair of Paradise."

Here is finished what we wished to put down from the traditions (al-haadith) of the
redemptive attributes of the heart. Realize, that abandoning (at-takhali) all destructive attributes of the
heart and endowing (at-tahali) oneself with every redemptive attribute thereof - is purification (at-
tasawwuf) which is for the character (at-takhallug). We have put down its foundations from the verses
and the traditions. Thus now we want to put down the foundation of at-tasawwuf which is for spiritual
realization (at-tahaqquq) from the verses (al-ayaat) and the traditions (al-ahaadith) .

Purification for Spiritual Realization (at-tasawwuf alladhi lil-tahaqquq) Which is the Science of
Divine Reality, Gnosis and Spiritual Unveiling

We wish to transmit the foundation of spiritual purification for divine realization from
the Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions. As for its foundation from the Qur’anic verses for
Allah ta’ala has said concerning the story of Musa and his young disciple: "Then they discovered a
slave from Our slaves whom We had given mercy from Us and whom We had taught knowledge
directly from Us." As for its foundation from the traditions (a/-ahaadith) for he may Allah bless him
and grant him peace established the existence of people who are divinely inspired (al-muhaddatheen)
[though they are not prophets]: and explained that Umar was from among them: as related in Saheeh al-
Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra. This special knowledge is the goal of all knowledge. It is the
knowledge of the champions of truth (as-siddiqun), those who are brought nigh (al/-muqarrabun) and
the Prophets (upon them be peace). They do not speak about this knowledge except by means of
enigmas (ar-ramz) and hints (al-iimaa'i) by way of summerization (al-ijmaal) and comparison (at-
tamthil) as knowledge from them because of the inability of the intellects of mankind to understand it.
Since the scholars (al ‘ulama'a) are the inheritors of the Prophets, there is no way for them to relinquish
the way of adherence and imitation. Nothing from this knowledge will be opened up to the one who
possesses two qualities innovation (a/-bid ‘a) and pride (al-kibr). And everyone who is in-love with this
world or is persistent in following his corrupt passions will never be able to realize or implement this
knowledge, even though he may be able to realize and study the rest of the religious knowledge. And
the least of punishments against the one who rejects this knowledge is that he will not be endowed with
anything from it. And whoever does not have a share of this knowledge it is feared for him an evil
ending (su'u 'I- khaatima). And the least of shares from this knowledge is belief (at-tasdeeq) in it and
handing it over to its people (tasleemuhu li ahlihi).

Succes is with Allah.




Conclusion (al-khaatima)

We conclude (asking Allah for an excellent ending) in order that the one who has come across
this publication realize that my intention in it is to inform all who peruse through it - that the deen of
Allah is built upon research and investigation. Allah ta‘ala says: "Say This is my Way. I and those who
follow me call to Allah by intelligent discernment." Ahmad Zarruq said in his "Umdat 'l-Murid as-
Saadiq after furnishing this verse: "This verse explains that research and investigation in the deen is the
main foundation from its foundation. For whoever takes matters [of the deen] from his own opinion
blindly, then he is not a follower of the Lawgiver (as-shaari'a)." On the authority of at-Thawri, he may
Allah bless him and grant him peace said: "The uninterrupted chain of authority (al/-isnaad) is the
weapon of the believer. For if he has no weapon with him, then with what can he fight?" Ibn 'l-
Mubaarak said: "The likeness of the one who seeks to learn matters of the deen without an
uninterrupted chain of authority (al-isnaad) is like the one wants to climb to the roof terrace without
stairs ." He also said: "The uninterrupted chain of authority (al-isnaad) is apart of the deen. If there is
no isnaad , then whoever wants to can say [about the deen] whatever he wants."

Here is finished the book called "Umdat 'l-"Ulama'a (The Support of the Scholars). “All
praises are due to Allah who has guided us to this, for we would not have been guided had not Allah
guided us”. And the best blessings and most perfect peace be upon our master Muhammad and upon
his Family and Companions - all of them. And may Allah ta‘'ala be pleased with the fortunate
Taabi un, the right acting scholars, the four mujtahid Imams and those who follow them until the Day

of Judgment.
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The Harmonious Chain of Authority Regarding the Book of the Support of the Scholars

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful, and blessings and peace be upon the
generous Prophet. Says the needy slave, Abu Alfa Umar Muhammad Shareef bin Farid, the lowly and
humiliated sinner: All praises are due to Allah the Lord of the worlds, the One who sanctions the
righteous to enter Gardens under which rivers flow; and blessings and peace upon the one whose
remembrance Allah ta‘ala has exalted and whose rank He has elevated, our master Muhammad, his
family, and Companions, and whoever treads upon his method. To continue: I have taken the ijaaza in
this precious book, named the Support of the Scholars, through narration, recitation, study, and license
to transmit from the greatest of my teachers, the majestic scholar, the immense sage, the ascetic jurists,
the exemplar /mam, the Knower of Allah, master of the self, my spiritual master, my lamp, my spiritual
path and my support:

Shaykh Muhammad ibn Adam Kari angha al-Khateeb

Ibn Muhammad Tukur ibn Muhammad Sanbu ibn Muhammad Leeli ibn Abi Bakr ibn Sanbu
Darneema, the Amir of Hadijiya; and he from his father:
Shaykh Adam Kari'angha al-Khateeb ibn Muhammad Tukur,
and he from:
Shaykh Musa al-Muhaajir al-Mujaahid,
And he from
The jurist and sage Shaykh Ali ibn Abu Bakr al-Imam al-Khateeb
And he from his teacher, the author
The right acting scholar/warrior, the scrupulously pious, the caller to the Way of Allah, the Sword of
Truth, the Light of the Age, the Renewer of the religion, and Amir’I-Mu 'mineen
Shehu Uthman ibn Fuduye’ Muhammad ibn Uthman
With his ijaaza from all his teachers regarding the roots of all the Qur’anic verses and prophetic
traditions, which he transmitted in this blessed book. I have in turn given license to everyone who reads
this blessed text to me with the same chain of authority back to its author, or who listens to it from me;
or anyone who comes upon this text; since transmitting license in this manner is permissible with some
of the scholars as Sultan Muhammad Bello ibn Shehu Uthman ibn Fuduye® said in his Turjumaat; in
order to continue this miraculous connection which has been specified for this Umma as an honor to
our Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. May the mercy of Allah be upon
its author, Shehu Uthman ibn Fuduye', the shuyuukh of its chain of transmission, and upon us all
together; and may He be merciful to the Umma of Muhammad, with a universal mercy; and blessings
and peace be upon our master Muhammad, his family, Companions, and those who follow them until
the Day of Judgment, and the last of our supplications is: “All praises are due to Allah the Lord of
world.”
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