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The cover design is the expression ‘al-hamdulillahi’ (All praises are due to Allah), written in block
kufic script, using the four colors: yellow, black, green and red. Each of the colors corresponds with the
four seasons: august, winter, spring and summer; the four temperaments: hot/humid, cold/humid,
cold/dry and hot/dry; and the four elements: air, water, earth and fire. Each of the four realities have
seven Arabic letters which correspond to them, which indicate the seven days of the week and the 28
days of the lunar month, excluding the day the moon disappears represented by the 29" letter which is
laam/alif (¥). The motif encloses a hausa ‘wise man knot’, which represents all inclusive knowledge.
This in turn, encloses the hatumere (seal) or paranormal square which represents existence (al-kawn),
with three intersecting squares enclosing an empty center, which represents the Perfect Human (insaan
kaamil). The ‘al-hamdullillahi’ is the first articulation of the macrocosmic human and the ‘al-
hamdullillahi’ is the last articulation of the ‘microcosmic human as he enters the Paradise of Gnosis of
its Lord. Thus, the motif represents eternal praise of Allah for endowing humanity with all inclusive
knowledge of existence.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or otherwise, without written permission of the publishers.

The first edition of this text was published in 1991. The second edition with the commentary was
published in 2013.
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Folio 1 of the manuscript Shukr’l-Waahib of Shaykh Abd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa from the private library of Shaykh Muhammad
Bello ibn Abd’r-Raaziq ibn Uthman ibn Shaykh Abd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa in Maiurno, Sennar, Sudan. The scribe of this
manuscript was Shaykh Abd’r-Rahman ibn Uthman ibn Shaykh Abd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa, who was known as Shaykh Ya'bana.
The type of paper was the traditional intergenerational type which Dr. M. Abd’l-Bagqi al- Kunari and Dr. J. M. Bloom described
so accurately in their brief but monumental studies. The paper used is an Italian import with the legendary 17 century tre lune
(three crescent moon) watermark. This type of paper had been re-imported into the regions of the Bilad ‘s-Sudan since the 13"
century up until the time this manuscript was transcribed in the later part of the 19" century. The size of the manuscript is 60
centimeters in length by 45 centimeters in width [60 cml x 45cmw]. The dimension of the inscription is 55 centimeters in length
by 32 centimeters in width [55 cml x 32 cmw]. There is an average of 20 lines of colophon on each of the four folios which this
manuscript comprises. The type of ink is a brownish-black ink made from burnt date stones and gum Arabic. The style of writing
is the sharp and tightly stylized Jikadi script which was born in the 19" century in the unifed Hausa confederation of the Sokoto
Caliphate. The central location of Hausaland between the luxuriant civilizations of Songhay in the west and Kanem-Borno in the
east; is what produced this pragmatic cursive shorthand style. It was thus born out of a combination of the western Tinbukti-
Andalusi style prevalent from Kumasi to Merrekesh and the Sus al-Aqsa and the royal eastern Barnawi-Ifrigi style which spread
as for as Sennar and Mecca in the east and was highly regarded among the booksellers of Tunis, Tripoli, Cairo and Alexandria.
The quality of the scribal hand is even, clear, consistent and strong but streamlined and concise; like the art of war afterwhich it
was named — jihadi. Tt thus, can be counted among those forms of writing which developed with the advancement of
swordsmanship, like those of the Japanese bushido samurai culture and the scholar-warriors of WuDang mountain.
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Showing Gratitude to the Benefactor

for the Divine Overflowing He Gives to Those Favored
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In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful, O Allah send blessings
upon our master Muhammad and grant him peace

iy il et s BPIR EQA
I begin with the Name of the Creator of illuminations
Into the veil which envelopes the hearts and inner visions
LYy Cllall j3la oo e Gelly e Llad 53ty
The One who makes the knowers and particles transcend
The outer appearance of the Divine Attributes and Names

) Plally s Gl Gl il Sl o)
The One who diffuses the projection of the exalted orbit
When He manifests the Self Disclosure of His Most Holy Majesty
Gldly A&al) LBl Syt e 3 S
I praise Him since He is the One who teaches man
By means of the Primordial Pen, wisdom and acute clarity
s AL gl LAY I 8 Gl
Which He infuses in the matrices of human nature
And the spirit the receptivity for Divine realities
eﬁﬂ‘ “-“53 Oe Caga Ll ejm‘ [ Craanilld
For, I have gathered together a compilation of the sciences
Which I gleamed from the wisdom of the Eternally Self Subsistent

Lac tlae adld Galid O A
Glory be to Him perpetually Who-dispenses upon
The elite of His creatures, Divine gifts which are amazing

Mad gahladl ) e |23l A B &
Then may eternal blessings and everlasting peace
Be upon the Chosen Prophet Muhammad

S ik (5 4aiag Sadl Ciall g5 s
And his family, the possessors of exalted spiritual ranks
And his Companions, and those who follow in their spiritual Path

‘ZA;A‘:S/A}; = :?; S‘ 2\31’ ‘il %“;}‘ ‘ljs:i eLZJIS’ G) o
My objective with the poem is Showing Gratitude to the Benefactor
Glory be to Him For the Overflowing He Gives Those Favored
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Regarding what we were singled out for with respect to sciences
For fulfilling rights include gratitude to Him as an obligation

L e a3l 34685 O L ad Vs dail ¥
Not for fame or in order to boast due to them
But rather desiring by means of them to have increase in them

Sa sl e o PP IRCHE
So, I praise Allah, the One who guided me
To show gratitude to Him for the love He has shown me.
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Mentioning What I Received From the Shari'a Sciences
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For we have taken from the sciences of the shari a
Its disciplines by means of textual and direct oral transmission
SGlally sl il BIE URERPR VA By
And by perusing the volumes of text
Of the prominent books as well as the minor ones

il Gl AN il (e DN
From the linguistic sciences, from morphology
And grammar, and rhetorical eloquence by deep study

REECUENR S Sy 4l ol o
From the foundations of jurisprudence and scholastic theology
And a study of the clear and perfected Sunna
sty Bialy G A5 il adall
And jurisprudence, Qur anic exegesis and transmitted expertise
And other than these by means of memorization and diligence

SEA) Lo 3R ayladll B | o3l GIARN Cajid ey
From the spiritual purification of character reformation that
Is to the wayfarer of the elite, the best which can be bestowed
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Mentioning What I Received From the Elemental Sciences by Means
of Textual Transmission and Other Than That

Jo 31 58 1 e I ase o w8
We garnered benefit from the elemental sciences
From many small books or from condensed texts

e sl oy ol S e &5 Ll L 3 g
By means of textual transmission or by what fell in my hands
From books on these and what had been collected from texts

o oe L H Al e i 555
And from extensive perusal of these texts
With comprehension or transmission from its masters

S ) ol gl iy D G
Like medicine, physiognomy, arithmetic
And logic which guides to what is correct
gl o5y Laball 25 LRl o2l ks
The wisdom of the stars and physics, which
Is the assistant to medicine by the prevailing judgment.

Chghaall ey a1 <ag)alls BEYL alalls
And the science of paranormal squares and of letters from the perspective
Of the intrinsic effects and numerical values that are well known

A alal il 2 Y dals
The science of geomancy, onomatomancy and circular divinatory tables
And demarcation, the articulation of which is difficult

338 3 il 4l ot oS5 (e By
And other than these whose judgments are numerous
And whose original formulation is ancient or recent
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Mentioning What I Received From the Sciences of Spiritual Realities

Realize that we have transmitted texts
Regarding its method from those reliable in spiritual courtesies

SR B s () o Wi b
Our understanding was inundated by the help of the Absolute Being
In these realities based upon verification and spiritual progress

Sl & ol caiaglly s aa ) e
The science of divinity and the science of the essences
And the qualities, the enterprises, and then the Divine Essence
o Ll LI claZally ¢ L i Zle
The science of the Self Manifestation of the Divine Names
And Attributes which is the matrix of the scholars and the learned
Sl ae i B sUa 5313) ale 3335
And power, knowledge, will, life
The Mother of the Book, its quintessence with its sublimity

sosall G 2l 2ahs | BsSlally 2155 e
And the science of the spirits and the unseen spiritual kingdoms
And the Spirit of all spirits in the kingdom of power

And other than these among a portion of the divine realities
From which we were prepared by heightened understanding.
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Mentioning What I Received in the Sciences of the Awliyya Which
Are the Sciences of Secrets According to the Path of the Sufis

o by W el i 5L ol e
Realize that the Originator of articulations
Inundated us with perfect comprehension in these sciences

il IV gy A 55 Y fsle Ay
They are sciences for which there are no written texts
Nor can they be articulated utilizing rational proofs

oy gl e Gadds al ra Gasall A
The Holy One bestows upon the one who learns it
Although elucidating it openly has been made prohibited
gl 4 S L sl syl K8
Thus we will mention them by means of allusion /
And revelation by what will convey the correct expression

b 3 Kl 0 1 Jaiyly i3 2 e
From them: the sciences of divine attraction and ecstatic inattention
Likewise, the annihilation of universal existence without effects

Likewise from these sciences. is the science of the Hand
And the science of the Veil of Eternal Glory

il fley osilly 2305+ L Ao gin (e
And from its environs is the science of the Foot
The Tablet, the Primordial ‘Nuun’ and the science of the Pen

Olall ey o1 ake S gl 2UAY S
The science of ‘conceptualized visions’ and the science of the ‘Shadow’
The science of the ‘Gown’, the ascendant teacher
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The science of the residuals and the science of ‘the Griffon’
And the ‘White Pearl and the science of the ‘Pages’

B ple ¢ 13301 28205 ALty (puillly il
The ‘Throne’, the ‘Footstool’ and the ‘Bridal Pavilion’
The ‘Black Swamp’, the science of the ‘Lote Tree’
ALl Gsiaall Ak A% 35y Las 325
And other than these which are comprehended by experience
And is understood by the one mad in Allah and the sober traveler

Ay J,ad) Qgt’s'iuj;»_ AN gLej;i\ o34

All of these sciences without exception are the spiritual methods
Of the most notable of the outstanding luminaries of transmission
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Mentioning What I Received From the Science of Secrets As Well,
However Outside of the Path of the Sufis

ot f g e il K L

We will mention them by means of allusion
Preventing me by it from declaring them openly

255 Y Bysdd oS e L) e 4 Gad
What the Wise Opener designated us with
From the wisdom whose oceans never run dry

L il el Gk o G
Not from the path of spiritual purification
Were they obtained by us, so seize it and realize

G G mai b sl 5585 1 O e
Among them are the Tabulations of what we mentioned
Whose foundation we placed in some. of our books

il BV ashy ol cla Alia 1K
Likewise the keys of the attributes of the outward
Excluding these are the secrets which are concealed

&hsill J*"L"d\ Y PEES AL wﬂ‘ A

The science of the spiritual tridimensional power
And the place of ascent of the elemental lights

T R . I JErp~
And the Holy Divine Sea of Jesus
And the Living Water of the Spring of al-Khadr

aRall jaall e diag phaall 4y Cagia dle
The science of the letters of His Immense Name
And from this is the science of the Venerated Black Stone

O SRS F S [ T
The science of the nawaamees and the heart of the letter ‘ayn
The science of the hawaameem without fabrication
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The science of the letters which open the Qur’anic chapters
Upon the matrices of the ranges of recorded existence
il SU Y e Sualy Fadld ade G 1B 55
And other than these from the sciences which are concealed
Where the strongest intellects fall short and turn away
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Mentioning the Other Sciences From the Sciences of Secrets That I
Have Received From the Sciences of the Greatest Unveiling Which

No One Except Us Have Craved for and Which None Will Disclose
Except the Muhammadan Seal, Who is the Mahdi, upon him be peace

BIE ARG RS S 5335 ol (5l dle
The science of the Stout of Heart and the Universal Perimeter
Which Manifest the moment of the hours of the totality.

QoA S 3 S il B oA e LY
The meanings of the Most Immense Concealed Name
Hidden in the Spirit or treasured in its secret
Slball b sl & J QD) Dl fpe RSS2
Then I deciphered the talismans of the Book
That none of the Awliyya had decoded through communication

LI psle G ylae (K b G ol i dle
The science of the augmentations of the sciences of the Prophets
Transmitted in every epoch from the sciences of the Awliyya

OBl Aag Elas 4 DGy il 55 e
The science of the manifestation of the night and the day
Then I entered into the Ka ba of Secrets

b R A e 2 B el i U il
And I also obtained the sciences of the Throne
In the world of sleep without any difficulty

B ¥ o5 3 B Baud (36 15 055
Each of these sciences are from the sanctified realities
And from vision during sleep, not from the sensory
028) Glallia L 25 oxany sl 4ll Mealld
So, all praises are due to Allah who by means of His praise
Has perfected in us the righteousness of His divine support
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Then blessings and peace eternally
Be upon the Haashimi Prophet Ahmad

Gl Fa Ao 5Tl oy Cra 0S5 4ias 4lis
And upon his family, Companions and everyone who
By means of his light is guided throughout the ages
Sl Al G

It is complete and success is with Allah
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