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Introduction

ShaykhAhmadu Baba’s full name was Ahmadu ibn Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn
Umar ibn Muhammad Aqit at-Tinbukti as-Sanhaji al-Massini at-Talas#Sudani al-
Maliki. He was born on the #of Dhu'l-Hijjah in the year 963 A.H., (the Z6of
October, 1556) in the famous city of Tinbuktu, which was at that timbkténary and
cultural center of Islamic-Africa. He was reared in a houskearhing and piety. In
the Fat’h as-Shakuuof ShaykhMuhammad ibn Abu Bakr as-Siddiq al-Walati he
said: “The name ‘Muhammad’ formed a birthmark on the upper part eighisarm
in white markings.” This birthmark is significant because italeéshes the
predetermined spiritual station of tBéaykhand accomplishments he would achieve
throughout his life, in calling people to the love of Muhammad, may Allags him
and grant him peace and annihilation in the Primordial Lights of Muored, by
means of sending blessings and salutations upon him.

ShaykhAbd’r-Rahman as-Sa'di said about him in his Tarikh as-Sutiéa
was the jurist, the learned scholar, the unique of his age, the matchless onardd,his ti
proficient in every variety of sciencésbu'l-Abbas Ahmadu Baba the son of the
jurist Ahmad ibn al-Hajj Ahmad ibn Umar ibn Muhammad Agit. He wasest and
strenuous from the beginning of his affair in the service of knowledds# he
outstripped all of his contemporaries and surpassed them exceedingbne vied
with him in knowledge except hshaykhswho testified to his eminence in all the
sciences. His affair became renowned in the West and his reputspread
throughout the regions. The scholars of diverse quarters surrenderedreghrding
legal decisions.”

The Teachers ofShaykh Ahmadu Baba

Among his first teachers was his fath&haykh Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn
Umar, aboutShaykhAhmadu Baba said: “He was my father, the son of a learned
jurist, the son of a learned jurist. He was an accomplished arigyarie scholar who
had mastered many sciences. He was a tradittppisésessed a generous share in the
sciences of the foundation of the fawhetoric and eloquence. He possessed a gentle
heart and exalted rank which earned him the respect of the novélhes kingdom.
He was sufficient as a benefit to his people by his rank andista His intercession
was never turned away or refused. He treated the rulers amdoftfieials very
roughly and they in turn showed him the utmost of humility. The rulers taseisit
him in his home. Once when he became ill in the town of Kaghuring one of his
frequent journeys, the greatiltan AskiyaDawud would come to him at night and
watch over him until he became well again. He would spend the tailifiig with
him out of esteem for his ranEhaykhAhmad was famous for his elevated rank,
majestic character and dignified demeanor. He never relinquiskelbva for the
people of excellence, demonstrated by the exclusive humilitthbeved them. He
never harbored hatred for anyone and was just and fair towards peeplead
collected an extensive library of books which filled many coftenstaining every
precious and priceless work with which he was very generous in loaningetaok
knowledge from his paternal uncle, tharaka of the age Mahmud ibn Umar and
others. He also traveled to the East in the yearB6. There he performed the

! This means he was a master of the science of ptiothaditions {ilm 'l-hadith).
% This science is callegsuul

% This was Gao, the capital of the Songhay empire.

* This occured in the year 154%..



pilgrimage and visited the tombs of the Prophet, may Allah blessahd grant him
peace and the Companions. During his journey to the East, he met with af hos
scholars like an-Naasir 'l-Lagaani, thieareefShaykh Yusef the disciple of as-Suyuti,
al-Jamaal ibn Shaykh ZakarRaal-Ujhur® and at-Taajufi In Mecca andraybd he
met with Amin 'd-Deen 'l-Maymuni, al-Mala’i, Ibn HajarAbd 'l-"Azeez 'I-Lamit
Abd 'I-Mu'ti 's-Sakhawi, Abd 'l-Qaadir 'l-Faakihi and others frathom he gained
much benefit. He kept company with and took from llaeaka of Abu 'l-Mukaram
Muhammad ‘l-Bakri and wrote down from him many beneficial sciéfices

He then returned to his land and taught for a few yearsndptinis time he
composed a commentary upon the Takhmisthe al-"Ishriniyatof al-Fazaazi,
concerning the science of songs in praise of the Prophet, mdy l##as him and
grant him peacé. He composed an excellent commentary upon the poetic verses of
al-Maghili concerning the science of lotfic He composed a gloss on certain
important passages of the al-Mukhtas&iKhalil. He wrote a gloss upon at-Tata'i's
commentary of the al-Mukhtaseatith an explanation upon its margins of the passages
concerning forgetfulness in prayérHe authored commentaries upon the Sugtira
as-Sanusf, the al-Qurtubiyyaand the al-Jumabf al-Kawniji on the foundations of
jurisprudence, but did not complete all of it. He transmitted the Babeeh
collections oflmam'l-Bukhari andimam Muslim and others for some twenty years
which he finished in the month &ajah He died Monday night on 1Sha banin the
year 991a.H.">. One night he was reading the SaheéhMuslim in the central
mosque when his tongue became heavy. 6mnmykh the learned Muhammad
Baghyuyd® was sitting facing him and pointed out that he had ceased reading. He
then died the Monday after that occured. Many scholars took knowledgehinom
Among them were the two righteous jurists: sbhaykhaviuhammad and his brother
Ahmad, the two sons of the jurist Mahmud Baghylyihey studied with him the
foundations of jurisprudence, eloguence and logic. Among them were the two
brothers the jurist Abdallah and Abd 'r-Rahman, the sons of the Maktnad ibn
Aqit and others.

® He was Jamaal ibn Zakariyya ibn Zakariyya, [d. 859].

® He was Abd 'r-Rahman 'I-Ujhuri, [d. 980H.].

" He was Abd 'r-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 'l-Hajj&gjuri, [d. 962C.E.].

8 Tayba('goodly) is the nickname of Medina 'I-Munawarra.

° He was Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Hajar, [99B4A.H./ 1505-156.E.].

10 See footnote # 160.

" He was Muhammad ibn Abd 'r-Rahman ibn Yakhlaftéfazaazi, [d. 123@.E.]. He composed his
famous _al-Qasaa'id 'I-Ishriniyyat Fii Madih Sayyigla Muhammad

2 The science of logic is callédm 'l-mantig

13 Forgetfulness in the prayer, callsdhwij is established by thSunnain the al-Muwattaof Imam
Malik on the authority of Yahya related to me frdvialik that he had heard that the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peaceg séi forget or | am made to forget so that | may
establish thesunna" Yahya related to me from Malik from Ibn Shihalorh Abu Salama ibn Abd'r-
Rahman ibn Awf from Abu Hurayra that the MessengfeAllah, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, said, "When you stand in prayer, Shaytaresdamyou and confuses you until you do not know
how much you have prayed. If you find that happgmia two prostrations from the sitting position."

* He was Muhammad ibn Yunus ibn Umar ‘'l-HassaniaiseSi, [d. 1486]. He composed three works
on the subject ofawheed(divine unity). The most extensive is the workereéd to above called al-
Kubra ('the Extensive One') "Ageedat Ahl 't-Tawheedubka

'® This occured on the"6of September 1588.E.

18 He was Muhammad Baghyuyu ibn Mahmud ibn Abu Bekgse biography will follow.

" He was Mahmud ibn Abu Bakr Baghyuyu who was apiedichief judge of Jenne in 1562%..




| was present with him and took from him many sciences. He gav&ense
to transmit all that he had been given license. From him | lidtenkis reading of the
two Saheehcollections oflmam 'I-Bukhari andimam Muslim, the _al-Muwattaof
Imam Malik'®, and the as-Shifaf Qadi "lyad. He was born in the beginning of the
month ofMuharramin the year 929.H.*°. | saw him in my dreams after his death in
a good vision, may Allah be merciful to him.”

Among the prominent teachers &haykhAhmadu Baba was his above
mentioned paternal uncl8haykh Abu Bakr, known asBabikar Biru , about whom
the Shaykhsaid: “He was an ascetic scholar who provided subsistence for orphans and
students. During the administration which his family had over Timbukttrakeled
with his entire household and children to become neighbors of the Messeh
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, out of love forhAdad His
Messenger. He resided in the noble city of Medina until he idigdeir caravan
while making the pilgrimag® His family continued to be neighbors of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peacel, tinety all
eventually died there. Among his miracles is that his brotheetreeéd jurist Ahmad
ibn al-Hajj Ahmad desired from the saint of Allah ta'ala andQhtb Abu'l-Barakat
Sidi Muhammad al-Bakri, may Allah be merciful and pleased wigm, that he
would reveal to him avaliy from among thewliyya of Allah by which one can take
as mediator to Allah, glory be to Him. He agreed to do thisnaone night after they
had prayed th&shaprayer in the al-Azhar mosqde.ShaykhAhmad wanted to leave
when ShaykhAbu'l-Barakat took him by the hand and placed his hand upon the head
of a man who was sitting in the darl&haykhAbu'l-Barakat then said; "This is the
one you desire.ShaykhAhmad then sat in front of him and gave him the greetings of
peace, when he realized that it was his own brother Babikir Birgpblee with him a
little while and then left. He met the mas&naykhAbu'l-Barakat standing at the
door of the mosque looking at hilhaykhAhmad then said: "That is the one whom
you have revealed to me?" He answered: "That is him. Hes pnayisha prayer
here every night.”

Among the key teachers &haykhAhmadu Baba waShaykh al-Aqib ibn
Mahmud ibn Umar ibn Muhammad Agit ibn Umar ibn Ali ibn Y ahya's-Sanhaji
the supreme judge of Timbuktu He, may Allah be merciful to him, was extremely
incisive, unflinching and exacting in his judgments. He was staunhis support for
the truth and did not fear the criticism of a criticizer. He hagery dynamic heart
which made him courageous in staggering affairs which most darogepaould
fail to venture. Whether it was tlselltanor any of his officials, he did not care. There
occured many disputes between them and him, yet they were swemresipectful
and obedient to him in all that he desired. Whenever he observedvticit he
disliked he would remove himself from his position and would lock his dodiseto
people and would not return until they had mitigated the problem, which dcoaore
many occasions. He possessed penetrating insight and clairvayahcehich he
examined affairs deeply. He never erred in his discernmentaswere looking into

18 He was Abu Abdallah Malik ibn Anas 'I-Asbahi, [EB5C.E.].

91n December 1522.E..

2 This occured around 956H. / 1549C.E.]

2 This mosque/university is the oldest universityhia world. This event took place during the joyrne
which the Aqit family made to Mecca and Medina.

22 Al-Agib was the most renowned judges of the cityTanbuktu whose judiciary authority covered
the whole of the Songhay empire. He was essemtideveloping the semi-autonomous nature of the
judiciary as opposed to the executive governmeSoofghay.



the hidden unseen worlds. He was very wealthy in worldly possesamhyery
fortunate in his affairs, although he was circumspect and god dearih regard to
what he possessed. He was widely respected and honored. He studied father

and paternal uncté He traveled extensively and performed the pilgrifiagehere

he met an-Naasir 'l-Lagaani, Abu 'l-Hassan 'l-BakrShaykhBiskary and their
colleagues.Shaykhal-Lagaani gave him license to pass on every thing he was
licensed to transmit and he in turn wrote with his own hanighama recording that.

He was born in the year 923+. and died in the month &ajabin 991A.H.%°.”

One of the most important teachersStfaykhAhmadu Baba was the famous
Shaykh Muhammad ibn Mahmud ibn Abu Bakar al-Wangari at-Timbukti .
ShaykhPAhmadu Baba said about him in his Ndyfle was known as Baghyuyu (with
the letterba inflected withfat'ha, the letterghayninflected withsukuun the letterya
inflected with dammaand the letterayn with damma) He was our shaykh and
baraka a learned jurist who was accomplished in many sciences. Harnwagright
servant, abstinent and was among the most excellent upright servalitsh and the
right acting scholars. He was a man stamped with goodness,tiyeldgal and pure
in nature. He innately wished for the good and believed the best nomc@eople
until they were all treated equally with him because of thelltce of his opinion
towards them and his lack of knowledge of evil from them. He waayalstriving to
take care of their needs and often endangered himself on behtaknof He was
always tormented over their evils and he strove to arbitrateebatwhem. He
sincerely advised people towards the love of knowledge and being persiste
acquiring it. He used to spend his _entire time on behalf of leg@rand keeping
company with its people and his humility was perfect.

He would generously loan the rarest and most marvelous books on various
sciences out to people and would not inquire of them after that, regmuail who are
where they were taken. It was in this way that he lostynnare books, may Allah
benefit him because of it. Sometimes a student would come to his eglang a
particular book. He would then give it to him without knowing who he waghitn
regard he was truly amazing, doing it purely for the sake of Allah ta alen a&pite of
the fact that he had a great love of books and collected them thpougiase and
transcription. For example, | came to him one day desiring a bodkeoscience of
grammar. He then searched in his coffer and gave me every book on the subject which
he was able to find. He did this because of his tremendous spitéaiming and
education which occupied him throughout the day. This was also demonsirdtisd b
patience with teaching and conveying beneficial knowledge to thevitéd. He did
this without any show of irritation or annoyance with their medtsabilities until
their thoughts became weary from the extent of knowledge he convetteehioIn
this regard, he did not care, until some of our companions said about him, "I think that
this jurist has drunk the water from the wellzaimzarff due to the fact that he never
wearies from studying and teaching knowledge!" We were edhaizhis fortitude for
learning along with his clinging to the worship of Allah and hengang with honor
and respect those who possessed destructive characteristics.

2 His father was al-Qadi Mahmud ibn Umar and higheowas Umar ibn Mahmud.

4 This had to occur prior to his appointment tojtigiciary in 1565C.E..

% He was Abu 'l-Hassan Muhammad 'I-Bakrteykhof theQaadiriyyabrother from Cairo.

% He was born in 918.H./ 1507C.E. and died in 99A.H./ 1583C.E..

? The well ofzamzamis the famous well which lies southeast of itabain Mecca. Its water is full of
barakawhich is sought after by millions the world over.



He entertained nothing but good for all creatures even to the point of accepting
to help the unjust while avoiding plunging into excess and unimportanérsatte
was draped in the most magnificent cloak of discretion and reséfitle his noble
hands he held up the greatest banner of integrity with tranquilitgjtgigexcellent
character and a modesty which indulged all desires and breastheHuwearts of all
people loved him and the entire populous praised him unanimously. Theromas
that did not have love, esteem, and praise him for his virtuousness aotyvéta
was forbearing and long-suffering and never scorned teaching thenbegir the
slow-witted. In this he spent his entire years doing, along with exhier taking care
of the needs of the common people and the matters of the judicidahys they could
not find besides him a substitute nor could they procure besides him dnTdwua
sultan sought him out to confer upon him the authority of the judiciary of lgiome
This he rejected, abstained from and relinquished it to others, attip@aple sought
him out as an intermediate and arbitrator. He was sincere towHadista ala in his
studcifess and acquisition of learning, even after the death of ouem¥lsimad ibn
Sa’id™.

| observed that it was his daily custom to teach from the eaoiying after
the subhprayer until the time the sun had risen high. He would then gatdipeturn
to his home where he would pray tbeha prayer for some tinfé Sometimes he
would go the judge and take care of the affairs of the peopldbitrate between the
people. He would then teach at his home until the time of noon and then goagnd
the dhuhr prayer with the people. In the mosque he would teach until tleedfiasr
prayer. He would then pray tlaesr and then go to another locale in the city to teach
until dusk or near it. After thenaghrib prayer he would give lectures in the central
mosque until the time aha prayer. After the prayer he would return to his house. |
heard that he would give life to the last part of the night withshiprof Allah. He
was perceptive, sharp, astute, quick-witted and very clevernslght was extremely
illuminated. He would remain silent for long periods while maintairandignified
bearing. Sometimes he would laugh and joke with the people and sometimes he would
reproach them and this was an-indication of his good understanding gingrasp.
And he was known for this.

He took the science of Arabic linguistics and jurisprudence ftioentwo
righteous jurists, his father and maternal uncle. He then residkcdhisibrother the
righteous jurist Ahmad in Timbuktu. He adhered to the jurist Ahmad ibid Bathe
reading of the Mukhtasasf Khalil. After that he performed the pilgrimage with his
maternal uncles. There he met an-Naasir al-Lagaani, at-T.ajnesharif Yusef al-
Awmayuni, al-Birhamushi al-Hanafimam Muhammad al-Bakri and others. From
these scholars and jurists he took many beneficial sciences.

He then returned after their pilgrimage and during the joutmsywo uncles
died. He then settled in Timbuktu. There he took from Ibn Sa’id thencsiof
jurisprudence and prophetic tradition. He read with him the al-Mawd#ite al-
Mudawwana the Mukhtasarand other works. He followed Ibn Sa’'id's pattern in
everything. He took from my master and father, the sciencéeofaundations of

% He was Abu 'l-Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad Sa'id9[tbA.H./1568C.E.]

% The duha prayer is a voluntary prayer performed in the rimaynafter the sun has risen. Its
foundation is in thesunnaas related in the al-Muwatt#f Imam Malik, on the authority of Malik from
Zayd ibn Aslam from A'isha that she used to pdaya with eightraka'ats and she would say, "I
would never stop doing them even if my parents wefge brought back to life."



jurisprudence, literary style and logic. He read with him_theuUsf as-Subk® and
the Talkhis 'I-Miftaafi. He attended the lectures of @lraykhthe unique of his age
Jamaal 'l-Kawnji, adhering to his lectures and methodology ichileg until he
became the best of tisbaykh=f his time in all the sciences without any equal.

| followed Muhammad Baghyuyu for more than twenty years. With hi
completed the al-Mukhtasaf Khalil, reading it myself and listening to others read it
nearly eight times. | also completed with him a deep study oélthduwattaand a
detailed and critical study of the Tas'he&lbn Maalik? over a period of three years.
| read with him a penetrating study of the al-Usoluas-Subki with the commentary
of al-Mahalli three time¥. | also read with him the al-Alafiyyaf al-Iragf* with its
author's commentary. | read with him the Talkhis 'l-Miftaatih the abridged
commentary of as-Sa’ttwo times or more. | read with him the Sugbfas-Sanus?
and as-Sanusi's commentary upon the al-Jazaffigysl the Hikamof Ibn Ata'illai®®
with its commentary by az-Zarrti | read with him the metrics of Abu Mugr'i and
the Hashimiyyaon the science of astronomy with their comment&tiegdong with
the al-Mugaddimaf at-Tajuurt’ on the same subject. | read with him the Rajeal-
Maghili** on logic and the al-Khazrajiyyan the science of prosody with its
commentary by as-Shareef 's-S&bfi.read with him a large portion of the Tuhfat 'I-
Hukkaamof Ibn Asim with all of its commentary by his $6n

All of these were in my own reading. | also made a pemggratudy with him
of the entire Far'df Ibn al-Haajii. | attended his detailed reading of the Tawdeeh
and | only missed the section on deposited goods up to the section on legal

decision&®. | read with him much of the al-Muntagif al-Baji*’ and the al-

% He was Abu Nasr Abd 'l-Wahhaab ibn Ali 's-Subki,1370c.E.]. The name of the text was Jami 'I-
Jawaami.

%1 The author of this work was Muhammad ibn Abd 'hRan 'd-Dimashg;i, [d 1338E.].

% He was Muhammad ibn Abdallah ibn Muhammad ‘I-Ghayg[d. 1273c.E.]. The name of this text
was_Tas'heel 'l-Fawa'id wa Takmeel '|-Maqaasid

# He was Jalaal 'd-Deen Muhammad ibn Ahmad 'I-MaHdll 1459c.E.].

3 He was Abd 'r-Rahman ibn Husayn 'I-Iraqi, [d. 1404].

% He was Sa'd 'd-Deen Mas'ud ibn Umar 't-Taftazhi1389] and his commentary is called Sharh
Mukhtasar

% The text was called Umm 'I-Baraahe&or the author see footnote # 183.

3 The name of the text is Mandhuumat 'l-Jazaa'iriffjia't-Tawheedby Ahmad ibn Abdallah 'I-
Jazaa'iri, [d 149T.E.]. The commentary upon this text by as-Sanusaiked al-'Iqd 'f-Fareed Fii Hall
Mushkilaat 't-Tawheed

% He wasShaykhAhmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd 'l-Kareem ibn “Atalill&Iskandari, [d. 130@.E.].

39 He wasShaykhAhmad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ‘z-Zarruq, [d. 1498], and his commentary is
called_Tanbeeh Dhawq 'l-Himam

“0 Both these texts are on the science of astronémyor the author he was Abu Mugr'i Muhammad
ibn Ali 'l-Battiwi, [d. 1365C.E.]. His metrics concerns the exact determinatiothefhours.

1 See footnote # 176 concerning at-Tajuuri. Theitegalled Risaalat Fii 'l-Fusuul 'I-Arba’

2 See footnote # 147.

3 The proper name for the al-Khazrajiyigaar-Raamizat 's-Shaafiyya Fii “[Im 'I-"Aruud W&Daafiyya
by Abdallah ibn Uthman 'l-Khazraji, [d. 1248.E.]. The commentary referred to above was by
Muhammad ibn Ahmad 's-Sabti, [d 136%.].

** He was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn “Asim, [d. 124%] and the text is Tuhfat 'l-Hukaam Fii
Nukat 'I--Uguud wa 'l-Ahkaam

5 He was Uthman ibn Umar ibn Abu Bakr ibn 'l-Haajith, 1250c.E.] and the text is called Jaami 'I-
Ummahat

“® This text is a commentary upon the MukhtasfaiKhalil ibn Ishaq composed by the above mentibne
Uthman ibn 'l-Haajib.

*"He was Sulayman ibn Khalaf 'I-Baji, [d. 108E.], and the text is al-Muntaga Sharh 'I-Muwatta




Mudawwanawith its commentary by Abu 'l-Hassan ‘z-Zarifilil read with him the
Shifaof Qadi "lyad. | read to him half of the Saheehal-Bukhari and listened to his
reading of it. In the same way | studied the SahafeMuslim. | studied with him
some parts of the Madkhaf Ibn 'I-Hajj*® and some lessons from the ar-Risatia
al-Alafiyya and other works. With him | studied the science of exegesiedilighty
Qur'an up to part of the chapter called Araaf* | heard his delivery of the entire
Jaami'I-Mi'yaar of al-Wansharisi which comprises many volumes and other
discourses of hig! In all these works | researched into and discussed the problematic
issues with him at length and cross-examined him on the most imp@saes in
them.

For, he was myghaykhand professor and no one benefited me in the same
manner as he did. By his hand, he wrote me license to transntiteathings for
which he himself received license and all the things for whielgave license. May
Allah ta'ala reward him with Paradise. | showed him one of myawmpositions for
which he was pleased with and wrote commendation for it in his owmwhiéind. He
even wrote down some of my researches for himself and | hearduating some of
them in his lectures. This was due to his objectivity, humility asw@tance of the
truth where ever he found it.

He was also with us when the affliction befell us, for that wees last
attachment between him and me. It later reached me that ¢heowli€riday in the
month of Shawaalin the year 1000.H.>2. He was born in the year 9301.%% He
composed a well arranged gloss and marginal notes in his own haru eeified
attention to what was written in the commentaries of_the Mukhtafs&halil and
other works, following in that book what was in the commentary of a-iTat
concerning forgetfulness in the prayer. This work evidenced théegtealvantage. |
also included it into one of the sections of one of my own works. Miay Aa ala be
merciful to him." Here ends what Ahmadu Baba composed in his an-Nayl

8 He was Abu 'l-Hassan Ali ibn Muhammad 'z-Zarwii, 1318c.E.].

*9 He was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibnajj;Hd. 1336C.E.], and the text is
Mudkhal 's-Shar’i 's-Shareef

Y This science is calledim 't-tafseer

! He was Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Muhammad ibn Abd 'laMd ibn Ali 't-Tilimsani 'l-Wansharisi, [d.
1508c.E.] and the compiler of one of the greatest worksceoning the legal decisions of the Maliki
scholars of Andalusia, Morrocco and West Africalezhlal-Mi'yar 'I-Mughrib "An Fataawi "Ulama
Ifrigiyya wa '[-Andalus wa 'l-Maghrib

%2 July, 1593%C.E..

3 He was born 1524.E..




The Literary Achievements of Ahmadu Baba

Abu Abdallah Muhammad ibn Ya qub al-Adeeb al-Marakashithe renown
proof reader was the kelysciple and companion &aykhAhmadu Baba, during his
imprisonment in Marrekesh. He composed a small tract on his teautheolleague,
ShaykhAhmadu Baba in his FihrisOur brother, Ahmadu Baba was from among the
people of knowledge, comprehension and perfected awareness. He prodistietite
transcripts and realized a wide-ranging portion of the scienteswas a jurist,
traditionist, linguist, theologian and historian. He was extremedgigus in handing
out guidance to others based upon their wishes. He was extrenligbntdin
recording any and all legal and historical data as well @sgbmeticulous in
scrutinizing and analyzing composed works. He was a prolific authanakure,
having authored innumerous beneficial works, which gathered in them cuttjeg e
research in both theoretical and transmitted ideas. These composittibrs were
many. Among them was his Waddia two volume commentary upon the al-
Mukhtasarof Khaleel from the chapters on legal alms until the beginnindhef t
chapter on matrimony. There is his Tanbeeh ‘I-Waaqgifmposed about freeing
captives and determining free or captive status. There is his boaked Khasasstu
Niyat al-Haalif regarding the legal judgment of taking an oath. He produced
explanatory remarks on the first and last parts of the ajMfcalled an-Naktu ‘|-
Wafiyya fi Sharh al-Alfiyya and a second work on the same, but which was
unfinished called an-Naktu az-ZakiyyBhere is his Nayl ‘I-Amal fi Tafdeel an-Niyat
“Ala al-"'Amal, which is a commentary upon the prophetic tradition: ‘The intention of
the believer is more poignant than his actions.” He composed anothen tisd same
subject which he named Ghayat'l-Amal fi Tafdeel an-Niyata Al--Amal There is
his Ghayat al-ljaadat fi Masaawat al-Faa’'il Li'l-Mubtdil&hart al-Ifaadawhich he
composed in two volumes on Arabic grammar. He composed another work on the
same subject called an-Naktu al-Mustajaadat fi Masaawatihihart al-lfaadat
There is his at-Tahdeeth wa ‘t-Ta’'nees fi al-lhtijaajllB Idrees regarding some of
the technical terminologies of Ibn Idrees in his Waraqgalagére is his famous Jalab
an-Ni'mat Bi Mujaanibat Awlaa ‘d-Dhulamatvhich he composed in two small
pamphlets. He also composed a two-volume commentary upon the as-8luighra
Sanuusi as well as an abridgment of the Tarjuofads-Sanuusi in three volumes.
There is his famous bibliographical work called Nayl al-Ibtitaaid-Dhayl "Ala ad-
Dibaaj He composed a small theological treatise called Matlab aédislbb fi
"Aadhim Asmaa ‘r-RabbHe composed an arrangement of the al-Mi yafial-
Wansharisi in many volumes. He also composed many smallsegategarding
complex and problematic issues of jurisprudence as well as artewegal inquiries.
Some of these works | myself read. Then there occurred the tigouiattheir land
against some of the people of his clan and their intellectuahberih the month of
Muharramin the year 1002/1593, at the hands of Mahmud Zarquun (‘the blue eyed),
when he was unjustly appointed over their lands. He seized the cddmaidu Baba
and made them slaves, taking them in chains across the dessetheyntieached
Marakash on the®1lof Ramadharin that same year. They were kept as slaves along
with their families until eventually the tribulation against hamd his clan ended,
where they were released on Monday, th& @1Ramadharin the year 1004/1595.
The hearts of all the believers were made extremely joyous with thysAN&h make
the tribulation they suffered atonement for their sBisaykhAhmadu Baba narrated
to me the prophetic tradition of ‘Mercy’, which is the firsttbé continuous prophetic
traditions, which he received from his father with its chain of authority. Hetedr@
me the prophetic tradition on the *handshake’ of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and




grant him peace, which he also received from his father. | ldtendis reading of
most of the Saheetf Muslim, and | only missed a small portion of if. | read to him
from the_as-Shifathe al-"Ishriniyyaabf al-Fazazi, the Takhmee$ Ibn Muheeb upon
the al-"Ishriniyyagtsome of the Saheedf al-Bukhari, the Sunaaf at-Tirmidhi and
the al-Muwatta | heard the entire Alfiyya al-Hadeetbf al-‘lIraqi with his
jurisprudential annotations, with the exception of the poetic vensiésliheard from
him the first part of the al-Mukhtasaf Khaleel and some parts of al-Ubbi's
commentary upon Muslim and other than these. He gave me licgaseg)( to
transmit what he had been given licenseShaykhAhmadu Baba is well mentioned
among the records of the chains of authorities, the men of tramamas well as
histiographies. He was a wellspring of knowledge, may Allabgeetrd his virtue. He
also favored me with his Maliki chain of authority going back toltham” Here
ends in an abridge form what he narrated abowshbgkh

According to the_Fat’h as-SahkyughaykhAhmadu Baba mentioned in his own

words the high status that he had been given as a result of his learning and piety:

“When we were released fro our affliction, they uested me to teach

and after first refusing, an assembly was estaddigbr me in the central

masjid of Marrekesh, which is one of the finest of thiy.cThere | taught

the Mukhtasarof Khalil exhaustively, critically, and instrucély; from

the perspective of its chain of transmission. bakught the Tasheelf

Ibn Malik in the same manner as well as the AlftygkHadeethof al-

Iraqi, which | completed ten times. | also taudta Tuhfat al-Hukaarof

Ibn "Asim, the Jamu” al-Jawaamof as-Subki, the Hikaanof Ibn

“Ata’allah, the _al-Jaami” as-Sagheef al-Jalaal as-Suyuti thoroughly

many times. | also taught the two Saheelections several times, with

the students listening to my reading of it and thexiting while |

listened to them. | also taught an abridgment ef tthho works. In the

same manner, | taught the as-Shifae al-Mu’jizaat al-Kubreof as-

Suyuti, the_as-Shimaa'ibf at-Tirmidhi, the_lktifaa’of Abu’r-Rabi" al-

Kalaai® and other texts. The common people flockedund me and

adhered to my teachings as well-asthe -more praomisteidents of the

city. In fact, many of the judges of the city sedliwith me, such as the

Chief Judge of Fez, the erudite Abu’l-Qasim ibn AbNu'aym al-

Ghasaani, who was more than 60 years old at the. the well as the

chief judge of Meknes...our colleague “Abu’l-Abass iakQadi al-

Miknasi, as well as thenufti of Marrekesh ar-Rajraaji and others. | gave

both oral and written-legal decisions-in-the citiy Marrekesh, to the

extent that legal judgments were generally soughinfme only. They

many times designated me for these legal decisialtispugh | asked

Allah to keep them away from me. As a result my edmacame famous

in all the lands from the Sus al-Agsaa to the Bigaand elsewhere. One

of the students of Algeria who traveled to studyhwie in Marrekesh

once said: ‘In our land we hear of no one’s nam&das yours.” All of

that is simply testimony of his words, may Allaless him and grant him

peace: ‘Allah does not seize knowledge from a petgthlly’.”

He was by far one of the most learned scholars the African conhtivael

produced. His status as a scholar and his spiritual station wiaknoeln among the
scholars and righteous people of Biad as-SudanNorth Africa, and thélijaz. And

hisijaazasandasaaneedtretch throughout the Islamic world.




An Analysis of the Important Works of Ahmadu Baba

The Shaykhwas the author of many texts and legal decisions, and as his key
student said: “He was the axis of legal judgments of his tiflegykhAhmadu Baba
composed about 71 works, mostly on Malikjh. But he also composed works on
grammar, etymology, linguistics, theology aasvheed He however, is more famous
for his works on biographical history.

Among this class of writing he composed in the year 1005/1596 at ¢hef ag
42, a few months after his release from slavery, his Nayitélaaj Bi ‘d-Dhayl "Ala
ad-Dibaaj which was a complete biography of the Maliki scholars not mentioned i
the ad-Dibaajof Ibn Farhun up until his own time. Some seven years later in
1012/1603 at the age of 49 he composed his Kifaayat al-Muhtaaj BiifdaMan
Laysa Fi ad-Dibaajwhich is another addition to his Naghd includes scholars not
mentioned in the previous text as well. In that same yearlateomposed his Tuhfat
al-Fudala’ Bi Ba'di Fadaa'il al-"Ulamawhich is actually in his own words: “a
mentioning of what has been narrated regarding the merits and siiyperfothe
excellent scholars from the proofs of the verses and propheticiansditand is
composed in three chapters and a conclusion.”

The Shaykhalso composed a work on the captive and those whom it is legally
right to make captive. From what we know he composed one text on thectsubj
although some scholars believe he composed two. However, according testéet pr
researchers there was confusion in the title of a single warlkcalted_Mi'raaj as-
Su'uud lla Nayl Hukam Mujallib as-Suudomposed in the year 1024/1615 at the age
of 61 during his final years in_Tinbuktu. The other name by which thevaxtknown
was_al-Kashif wa’'l-Bayaan Li Hukam Majluub as-Sudan

Ahmadu Baba’s Methodology inTasawwuf as Exemplified in His Writings

Although the Shaykhcomposed many works on diverse Islamic subjects,
however, one of the themes which is oft-times overlooked and understudite are
writings ShaykhAhmadu Baba composed on the sciencéasdwwuf We know of
about 18 works that th8haykhcomposed on the subject, which cover five areas in
the field oftasawwuf [1] The first subject deals with the principlestasawwufand
transformation of the character. This subject is considered by schata the
beginning of the Path, and is calledawwuf Ii't-takhallug(spiritual purification for
the transformation of character), and is obligatory upon every Muslan and
woman regardless if the person claims the Path or not. It is @piae fundamental
sciences of Ihsan.

[2] The second area deals with the need to seclude oneself from pegppst,
especially unjust government rulers. This was the fundamental penggan which
Imam Malik built his spiritual Path. In fact, there were many of $bbolars among
the early community who held to this practice, not only as meangiofual
advancement, but also as a means of teaching the common people tallgolitic
boycott unjust government by instituting a passive form of socialftramation. This
principle is extremely important in this age, when ‘scholars’‘ahdykhsbuild their
entire careers off of keeping to the gates and acting as etosanatical ‘christian’
rulers let alone the unjust ‘kings’ and ‘puppets’ in the Muslim world.

[3] The third issue itasawwufwhich theShaykhcomposed was on the secrets
of supplication and the secrets of the Names of Allah ta'alas sitiject needs no
comment because it is the core of the actions of the righteous @] pnd this is
regardless if they openly associate with the Patasswwufor not.



[4] The fourth issue which thBhaykhcomposed on the subject talsawwuf
was in the area of the ranks and stations ofathiéyya Of course this was the most
advanced of the area tdsawwufbecause it was included in what the People of the
Pathand other scholars callegdsawwuf li't-tahagquq(spiritual purification for the
purpose of spiritual realization), and is specific for dmdiyya What is important is
that ShaykhAhmadu Baba did not make being apart of a spesiiictareeqaas a
prerequisite for beingwali or having station with Allah ta ala.

[5] Finally, one of the areas about which tBleaykhcomposed in this noble
science oftasawwufwas in the fundamental area sending blessings and peace upon
the Master of creation, our master Muhammad, may Allah blessahdhrgrant him
peace. Incidentally, this was the last of giieaykhAhmadu Baba gave us, may
Allah illuminate his grave with the lights of the Living Prophegymillah bless him
and grant peace.

These 18 texts otasawwuf based upon what we know of the dates of their
composition, the age of th®haykhand what were the existing circumstances that
brought on their composition.

Lets first look at the those text which were not dated to gettare of the
Path as envisioned by ti&haykh The first of them was his Risaalat at-Tasawwuf
and as the title indicates is a treatise on the fundamentasasfwuf What must be
understood is that there were only two Paths which were preval&unighay and
North Africa at the time: theQaadiriyya and the more recently established
Juzuuliya® During this period it was rare to induct into the Path any personmalo
not a scholar or who had not completed comprehension @dirdi's-"ayn (individual
obligations). Thus, the period of the™6entury did not witness any of the later
heretical accretions which became the norm in the Pathsafvwufin later periods.
There is no doubt that this text was a reflection ofJineaydischool oftasawwuf
which ShaykhAbd’l-Qaadir al-Jaylani was the acknowledgkdam of, and who
inherited this fundamental school and bequeathed t&Jthea The approach to all
things spiritual in Songhay and North Africa at the time reseinbie approach
which Qadi al-'lyad and his forerunners-among:the Murabituun has established. It
was a perfect balance betwekgh (jurisprudence) anauhud (asceticism), and |
suspect this text elaborated on that theme.

Another text which gives a picture of the appro&tilayknhAhmadu Baba took
in the Path was his al-Matlub wa ‘I-Ma’arub Fi "Adhem AsmaRabb This text
discussed the narrated traditions and the sayings of the schgardimg which of
the Names of Allah ta'ala are considered His greatest Rfamehe text he listed all
the diverse statements from the Prophet, may Allah bless himramidhgm peace, as
well as the statements of the early righteous ancestorsdiegahe benefits and
virtues of each. The importance of the knowing the greatest NaAl&abfta ala was
in lts efficacy in speeding up the process of spiritual transtiwma The
preoccupation with understanding the Divine Names of Allah ta’ala, rtreginings,
how to draw near to Allah by means of them, as well as theiiad@aEbvantages in
transforming the inner psychic was a common theme among Afrigas.sahis text
was a reflection of that trend.

Add to this, his_Nayl ‘[-Maraam "Ala at-Tamaarwhich was a text he
composed on the narrated traditions regarding supplications, its propsr tisadab

> Dr, Hassan Jillab, “Ahmadu Baba and Tasawwuf’maidu Baba as-Sudani wa Kitaab ad-Durru an-
Nadeer 1992, pp 15-16.

® Hassan Sadki, Les Manuscripts d’Ahmed Baba atdkitibdans les Bibliotheques Marocaines
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and the innovations people have invited it in this text he also gives a commentary
upon the famous supplication: “O Allah verily | ask You by means of Your
omnipotence by which You are settled on Your Throne...”. There is no doubhithat t
text delved into some of the minute meanings of the Essence bafaihHis Divine
Unity.

Another undated text that deals with the subjectasbhwwuf but from the
perspective of the stations of tlmvliyya is his al-Minhaj al-Mubeen Fi Sharhi
Hadeeth Awliya Allah al-MuhibbeenThis text is commentary upon the famous
prophetic tradition regarding how to gain the love of Allah and becoraevéliyy.
The tradition is well known and was related in the SahaleBukhari that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace said;
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"Allah says:Whoever makes war with My protected friend (waliyy) makes whar w
Me. Whoever makes war with Me should be prepared to be seized. Nothingrraws
servant nearer to Me than him performing what | have obligated upon him. My
servant continues to draw near Me with supererogatory acts of worshipl lonig
him. When | have loved him, | become the hearing by which he hears, thbysight
which he sees, the hand by which he strikes, and the feet by which fie kivak ask
Me, | will grant it to him. When he seeks refuge with Me, | giwle him refugg
Here ShaykhAhmadu Baba returned back to the basic research which &utiveaof
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace and commentsaaiitian
which the earlysufis considered one of the sources of the Patlasfwwuf This
tradition asShaykhBaba’'s commentary proves is that the Patltasdwwufis built
upon adherence to the Book and Swnna It is highly probable that this text was
composed after his kidnap and enslavement in Marrekesh between 1591 and 1610,
because the subject matter dealt directly with the Divine \érage which Allah
ta'ala unleashes against those who make war withawWigyya In the light of the
affliction against the immediately family of ti&haykhand the other scholar notables
of the city of Tinbuktu, it is likely that this text was a response to that.

Nevertheless, this text and the other above mentioned texts wereititiadéed
and it is not known with any precision whether 8teykhproduced them before his

captivity in 1591, during his captivity in Merrekesh from 1591 to 1610, or dursg hi
last years in Tinbuktu.

% Dr. Hassan Jillab, pg. 15.



The Paradigm Shift of Shaykh Ahmadu Baba After his Captivity

As for theShaykh’scompositions on the subject @isawwuf which are dated
and known they amount to about 8 texts. The first of these compositior&htingdth
produced was his Jalbu ‘n-Ni'mati was Daf'u ‘n-Nigmati Bi Majbati ‘I-Wulaati
‘d-Dhulmati (translated closely as The Garnering of Blessings and thdivgaoff of
Wrath By Avoiding Unjust Government Rulers). He composed it in the9@&41588
at the age of 3%’ During this time theShaykhwas still in Tinbuktu and was the
diligent student at that time @&haykhMuhammad Baghyugu, but had become a
recognized-agihin his own right, as this text demonstrates.

The Jalbuis significant because according to the People of the Path, solitude
(‘uzlad from people is the beginning of the Path, as was the fundameetatest¢hat
ImamMalik instituted and crystallized for his students, by his owrpastias is well
known. In this text th&haykhsaid: “In this treatise | have gathered together what is
easy with the help of Allah ta'ala and His sustenance from mdsatome regarding
warnings from drawing near the unjust rulers, keeping company with tiishing to
them and being intimate with them seeking by that the debris otrdmniscendent
passing world...it is arranged in four chapters and a conclusion.”

Among the prophetic traditions whi@haykhAhmadu Babu cited to evidence
his opinion was what was related by al-"Aqili on the authority ofsAba Malik who
said that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and pranpeace said: “The
scholars are the trustees of the Messengers as long as thetyidi@rmix with unjust
rulers and use their learning to enter into worldly affairs. Ftireie intermix with the
rulers or use their learning to enter into worldly affairs, thleaythave acted
treacherously towards the Messengers, so avoid them” Anotheramadited was
that related by Abu Nu'aym and ad-Daylami on the authority of Abdéila Mas ud
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant hanepsaid: “There
will be in the End of Time a people who make themselves availalketrulers, and
will give legal judgments contrary to the ruling of Allah, and tkel not forbid the
ruler from wrong. On them is the curse of Allah. ”

Subsequently, it is clear that the Jalvas a text composed to remind the
people of knowledge of their profound responsibility to be the voice of the sygore
to unjust rulers. The text was a line in the sand whichSteykhdrew in order to
distinguish those scholars who acquiesced and collaborated with unjust and
those who took their learning as a means to draw near to Allah, by belregservice
of the poor, the oppressed and the destitute. This is in stark conithsthe
‘scholars’ today who desperately clamor for tenure in prestigi@stenn universities
or who compete and grovel for a share of the wealth and patronage dtidaihye
colonized immigrants to the wesngddajjin). It is in this light that the Jalbu ‘n-
Ni'mati of ShaykhAhmadu Baba should be edited and translated in these times to
address this destructive trend.

In 1007/1597, some ten years after composing the Jalbu ‘n-Ni 8tatykh
Ahmadu Baba at the age of 44, composed his Maa Rawaahu ar-Ruwaat Fi
Mujaanibati ‘I-Wulaat(What the Narrators Have Related Regarding Avoiding Unjust
Government Rulers); in which he said: “This treatise is composgdrding the
atonement of major singltkabaa’ir) and the illumination of the hearts by means of
righteous actions®® This text was produced while he was in Merrekesh, and not only
reflects the fundamental principle of spiritual solitudezlg), but also addressed the
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unjust enslavement of himself, his learned relations as well Ings oblleagues who
were captured by the Morrocans and Portuguese in 1591. Although the Bgilai r
released him from captivity in 1005/1595, he was still forced to renmaiNorth
Africa, out of fear that he would return and ferment rebellion in Songhay.

The author of_Tarikh al-Fataastaid: “Then Pasha Mahmud sent these to
Merrekesh, along with a group of their children, and their freedmen droong the
women and men, which numbered closely to seventy people. However, none of them
returned besides my Master, Ahmadu Baba, may Allah be mercifhimp who
returned after residing in captivity for twenty years short of moath. And resided
in Tinbuktu after his return some twenty years, and died, may Alladyeiful to
him.”

Before the year 1010/1600 at the age of SifaykhAhmadu Baba composed
his Tanweer al-Quluub Bi Takfeer al’Amaal as-Saalihat EDHlnuub (roughly
translated as The Illumination of the Hearts By Means of Atonefoe Sins Through
Righteous Actions}® This was the same year that the scholars across the Muslim
world declared that he was one of thejaddidsof the 10" Islamic century. In this
text theShaykhreiterated the idea of drawing near to Allah and atonement @i maj
sins by withdrawing from unjust government rulers, but he also eldriill the
righteous actions narrated in thleari"awhich atone for major sins. It was during this
time he was appointed as the chiefam and lecturer at thdlasjid as-Shurafan
Merrekesh. In the post he taught innumerous sciences in jurisprudencejcQura
exegesis, histiography, prophetic traditions, grammar and linguiktissassemblies
were attended by thousands of students, which included scholars, government
officials, judges and the notables from amongaiiyaaand theashrafof the city®*

In spite of the prestige which Allah ta'ala gave him among thablest of North
Africa, still ShaykhAhmadu Baba, kept alive the discourse of disengagement from
unjust rulers. One can imagine that his new appointments and teachignpas

the city would have induced him to become more ‘pragmatic’ and charsge hi
discourse from that of protest to that of a ‘discourse of engagerkentever, in
spite of his growing renown-among -the notables of North Africa he mgdi to
command the good and forbid evil, and avoid any association with the unjust rule
as the Tanweer al-Quluwdbearly indicates.

Two years later, perhaps between the monthiBhafl-Qa’ida andMuharram
1012/1603, at the age of 49 he composed his Risaalat Fi at-Tahdheer Mit-Qur
Dhulumati wa Masaahibatihirffroughly The Treatise Regarding Warning Those Who
Are Close to the Unjust Rulers and Keep Their Company) on the tseme®? The
guestion naturally arises why tighaykhkept on this theme and why it was so
important to him and his colleagues. One can not but imagine the kipduohy and
injustice that prevailed in his times. The year 1591 was the tupaimg for Africa
and its people. That year witnessed collaboration between the Europeans
(Spanish/Portuguese) and the ‘muslims’ of North Africa. What prompiesi
collaboration was that the Spanish and Portuguese needed labor fametlesmd
growing sugar plantation in the ‘New World'. While the Arabs wantedontrol the
gold and salt markets of Taghaza which were controlled by thea@ifor more than
four hundred year® As a result the Arabs hired a number of European mercenaries
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who led an army in 1591 to attack and sack the metropoles dildd-Sudan
particularly the economic and intellectual center of the regiongitigeof Tinbuktu.
After its sacking, looting and burning of its renowned Sankore’ universitsjid
library, and seizing of its chief citizens and scholars as slafica witnessed an
expansion and intensification of the trans-Atlantic European slade,tand the
destruction of its social security which was the norm of Aftstamic civilization at
the time® In the month oflJumad at-Thanin the year 1002 (March, 1593) is when
the Shaykhand his learned colleagues and kin were taken to Merrekesh.Imide
Malik, ShaykhAhmadu Baba’'dasawwufwas a pragmatic and practical science for
self development and social transformation, not ‘spiritual escapism’ watble norm
of ‘sufis today, if not open collaboration.

In that same year, 1012/1603 in the montiSafarthe Shaykhcomposed his
Fat’hu as-Samad al-Fard Fi Mahabbati Allahi ta'ala Li'l' A@dhe Opening of the
Eternally Unique One Regarding the Love that Allah Has for tinea®8°®> No doubt
by the title this of the text it was an encouragement to theviees about the all
encompassing mercy of the Lord to his creatures in spite of thélyvaffliction they
may encounterShaykhAbd'l-Qaadir Dan Tafa explained how the spiritual traveler
can become acquainted with his Lord through the prism of majestgtiaffland
hardships. A month later he composed another text which defined the ratiies of
scholars in Islam and their rank over all theliyya and righteous. This text was
called Tuhfat al-Fudala Bi Ba'di Fada'il ‘I-"Ulam@he Masterpiece and Gift for the
Noble Regarding Some of the Virtues of the Schof8r$his text was composed in
order to distinguish the righteous scholars who were at the seafviskam and its
people from the venial scholars who used their learning as cureatiain position,
rank, wealth and prestige; and who were led by their personal amhdionoBaborate
with unjust rulers. More importantly, this text delineated the higtion that the
righteous scholars have within an Islamic society and the world.

What is significant is that affliction, political repression apdnny caused
ShaykhAhmadu Baba to become more strident against all forms of irguftiather,
than acquiesce and yield to oppression, or allow the tyranny of asigpresgime to
pressure him to become less confrontatioBhhykhAhmadu Baba demonstrated that
the only discourse which is applicable in the face of tyranny isdibeourse of
protest, commanding the good and forbidding evil. The discourse of constructive
engagement only applies to a government that willfully and wilfirglplies justice
to all of its citizensShaykhMuhammad ibn Abu Bakr al-Walati said in his Fat’h as-
Shakuur “He (Ahmabu Baba) stood up boldly for the truth though it came from the
humblest of men, and would not gloss over the truth even in the faceiohaleg
governors and rulers.”

An example of this is when after more than two years of imprisofnthe
ruler of theSadian regime allowed him to be released and ordered him to be brought
before him in his palace. One of the heretical innovations which tinertiher had
invented was that he would only address his subjects from a raisedyc&om
behind a veil. WheishaykhAhmadu Baba was ushered forward into the presence of
this ruler, he remained silent and refused to address the rulaspond to his
guestions. When the officials present demanded the reason Bhalykh’'ssudeness,
he replied: “I only address our Lord, Allah from behind the Veil.” Thiag,rtuler was
forced to lift the veil in order to address tBaaykh One of the first words which
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preceded from the mouth &haykhAhmadu Baba when this veil was lifted was:
“Why did you send your armies into our Muslim lands, depose our rulerspkile of
the descendents of the Prophet among us, saagkasaajid destroy our libraries and
seize our scholars notables along with me as captives to your "laria!ruler
responded: “It was my intention to unite the Muslim land&&haykhAhmadu Baba
then responded: “If your intention to unite the Muslim lands were indaedds you
claim, then why didn’t you send your armies over to Andalusia whichaszngou,
and unite the Muslims there and save them from the Christians whoraing them
to herd swine?!” The ruler responded: “The Messenger of Allah,Aflaly bless him
and grant him peace said: ‘Leave off attacking the Turk as lorbegsleave you
alone’.” ShaykhAhmadu Baba responded: “Verily that prophetic tradition is weak and
even if it were not it was abrogated by the descent of Allabiglsv ‘And fight them
until tribulation is no more and the religion is all for AlldhThe ruler and his
officials were astounded by the erudition of Bieaykhas well as his fearlessness in
commanding the good and forbidding evil.

Ahmadu Baba and the Importance of Sending Blessings Upon the Prophet

In the year 1014/1606, at a time when Sleaykhwas confirmed by the
scholars as one of tieuaddidsof the 18" century, and had been firmly established in
the city of Marrekesh as the leader of the jurist of the regidre composed three
works, one after another which explain the highest stations of tlescsciof
tasawwuf This period in the life of th8haykhis very important because this was the
same year of the destruction of the Sa adian regime which td@chtbeing permitted
to return to his beloveBilad as-Sudafi’ This year not only was an opening for the
Shaykhsocially and politically, but his writings demonstrate that yleigr was a time
of his greatest spiritual openings into the stations of the Lighiduhammad, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace.

Each of these texts depicts the spiritual stations tha&@hhgkhhad attained at
the age of 51. The first was composed in the last paduofad al-Akhircalled
Khama'il ‘z-Zahir Fima Warad Min Kayfiyaat as-SalaatlafSayyid al-Bashi(The
Soft Flower Petals Regarding What Has Been Narrated Abouviétieodology of
Sending Blessings Upon the Master of MankiffdJhis text was the most extensive
and exhaustive in this subject, evidenced by the great number of prdapdditions,
and ideas from the early community and scholarsShaykhAhmadu Baba placed in
it. This text created the precedence, at least in the Afcoatext, of the extreme
importance of the personage of our master Muhammad, may Allah liasand
grant him peace to spiritual transformation and development. We amagay the
same thing about the methodtasawwufanywhere in the Muslim world. However,
no where was the status of Muhammad, may Allah bless him andhgnargeace
given more importance as the ultimate symbol of spiritual perfection.

This text was swiftly followed by a similar but more conagark called_ad-
Durru an-Nadeer Fi Kayfiyat as-Salaat "Ala as-ShafiBagheer (roughly, The
Golden Pearls Regarding the Methodology of Sending Blessings Upantehzeting
Bringer of Good NewsY’ It is this blessed text which is in your hands presently.
Allah willing we will return to discussing it in more detail.

67 Abd’r-Rahman as-Sa'di, Tarikh as-Sudanpublished manus., in the hands of the autitio, 156.

% |bid, pg. 22.

% Ibid, pg. 23. This text was published by Dr. Has3#lab, and it was he annotated copy that | tised
the present translation in your hands.



Then in the same year, 1014/1606, one month after he produced the above
treasure, he composed his Sharhu as-Sadri wa Tanweer al-QBHydin Maghfirati
Ma Nasaba Li'l-Jaanib an-Nabawiy Mina ‘d-Dhanfiihe Expansion of the Breast
and lllumination of the Heart By Clarifying that Forgiveness wmfsSComes From
Being Connected to What is With the PropH&fJhis is the last of the text tt&haykh
composed on the science tasawwufindicating what he considered the beginning
and end of the Path. This text reflected one of the fundamentakhbaiigfe People of
Tasawwuf which was the Path began and ended with the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace. This text is an elaborationtbpamords of the
renown sage Abu’l-Hamza al-Baghdadi who said: “There is no guitleetpath to
Allah ta'ala except in following the Beloved Messenger, maghAlblless him and
grant him peace. Whoever makes his soul adhere to the courtesieSaohnhaAllah
will illuminate his heart with the light of direct experietieowledge of Allah. For
there is no spiritual station more noble than following the Belovedséfger, may
Allah less him and grant him peace in his commands, deeds, words aadteiia
This trend among sages of the African continent to culminate gpiitual journey
with annihilation in the Self Form of the Beloved Prophet, may All@s®him and
grant him peace was a recurring spiritual method going as ¢ardsathe first period
of Islam in the personage of Muhammad an-Najashi, the King of Abyssinia.

The above texts and the spiritual unveiling they reveal all happenetefor
Shaykhduring his twenty years in captivity. Thaujjadid ShaykhAhmadu Baba
eventually returned tBilad as-Sudarirom his forced exile and captivity in the city of
Merrekesh in the year 1016/1608. When it was time for him to traveg than 1000
scholars, jurist, judges and elite of taeliyya of the city escorted him to the gate
called Baab as-Sudalfthe Gate to the Land of the Blacks), and they all raised their
hands and begged Allah to return tBleaykhto their land. When th&haykhheard
this, he raised his palms to the heavens and supplicated: “O Allah distaentto
them! Never return me to this land!” He then struck his mount andafpéeading
southwest in the direction of his beloved homeland. Allah never answened the
prayers which only proved that his supplications were more meritadhansall of the
righteous scholars, jurists and sages of Merrekesh! T8oaykh Ahmadu Baba
returned to Tinbuktu, and was again established in the seat of leatrthegSankore’
masjid/university; where he taught diligently and produced many astounding
intellectual and spiritual works. Not only did he revive learning ircttye but like his
ancestors in the Aqit clan, he continued to command the good and forbid evil, criticize
unjust rulers and defend the oppressed and the destitute. He, may Athendifel to
him died in Tinbuktu asShaykhas-Sa'di narrates in _Tarikh as-Suddn the late
morning of Thursday, the"6of the sacred month &ha baarthe master of the age
and itsbarakathe learnedshaykh the unique one of his time the jurist Ahmadu Baba
ibn Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn Umar ibn Muhammad Agit, may Allah ta'ala beifoe
to him died [in the year 1036 (¥2of April, 1627) at the age of 73.] May Allah be
pleased with him and benefit us by him in the two worlds. He wasdoneighboring
his father's grave™

" Hassan Sadki, pg. 25.
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The Arrangement of the ‘The Golden Pearls’

One of the primary reasons for sending blessings upon the Prophet)latay A
bless him and grant him peace is as a means of attaining treshgpiritual stations
with Allah; as demonstrated by the passion with which the Africaslikh scholars
and sages explored this subjeshaykhAbdullahi ibn Fuduye™ said in his Diya’l-
Qawa’id “Among the most important affairs in sending blessings upon theenfs
all spiritual masters in all times for those who desire tovdraar to the Lord of the
multiple earths and heavens. This is because the sending of blegpmysthe
Prophet draws down spiritual secrets, divine openings and purifies threnaioee
from the remainder of turbidity and spiritual cloudiness. This isctme for the
beginners, the ones of yearning and those who have completed the Spuitnay.
The spiritual traveler sgalik) is advanced by means of it. The spiritual disciple
(mureed is disciplined and trained by means of it. And the knower of Allaarff) is
given continuity by means of it after being eradicated by meaitsie sending of
blessings upon the Prophet increases the spiritual tragakdilq in spiritual strength;
it increases the spiritual disciplengreed in chivalrous generosity; and increases the
knower of Allah (aarif) in dignified reverence. The sending of blessings upon the
Prophet causes the spiritual travelad]ik to love good deeds; it causes the spiritual
disciple (mureed to earn spiritual states; and causes the knower of Abetnif) to be
established in stations of divine inspiration. The spiritual trayssalik has his faith
strengthened by means of the sending of blessings upon the Prophetyithal spi
disciple fnureed has his certainty made abundant by means of it; and the knower of
Allah (‘aarif) has his eye witnessing increased by means of it. The spiriavaler
(saalik has his illumination magnified due to the sending of blessings upon the
Prophet; the spiritual disciplenireed has his secrets magnified due to it; and the
knower of Allah {aarif) sits firmly upon it. By means of the sending of blessings
upon the Prophet the spiritual traveleadlikl gains spiritual energy; the spiritual
disciple (ureed is protected from spiritual decadence; and the knower of Allah
(Caarif) is disciplined on the Carpet of Nearness; and other than this tfrein
spiritual expressions. There is no-doubt that the sending of blessingthegémphet
is among the most noble of the rites of the religion, under which gesmdhe
remainder of the stations of certainty.”

It is with this objective that we now turn to the present workSbaykh
Ahmadu Baba — ‘The Golden Pearls’. The full name of the textBuatl an-Nadeer
Fi Kayfiyat as-Salaat "Ala as-Shafi" al-Bashé€he Golden Pearls Regarding the
Methodology of Sending Blessings Upon the Mediating Bringer of Good Né&is
text although small is one of the best texts composed on therldiggls of sending
blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peackveise
methodologies and its abundant merits. T8leaykh divided the text into an
introduction, four chapters and a conclusion.

In the beginning th&haykhdeposited the purpose, advantage and secret of the
text which emphasizes the entire scope of the Spiritual Patlhisirstatement the
Shaykhreveals that the act of sending blessings upon the Prophet, maybfdis
him and grant him peace is the ultimate cause for the creatitimeeafosmos and
indeed the means by which existence unfolded from pure non-existencésinto
completion. It is as though thehaykhis informing us that since Muhammad, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace was the first light whiak ereated and from
which every created thing took its origin, then the Eternal Act kdhAsending
blessing upon Muhammad, is in affect the creative act hidden bethe&iterkaaf




andnuunwhen Allah ta’ala says to a thind@3€ and it i5. The Shaykhsaid that Allah

ta'ala:
“...distinguished his rank by sending Eternal blessingpon him even
before the creation of the Guarded Tablet and #re Rllah then ordered us
to send blessings upon him as a tribute of his mskle had decreed in
ancient pre-eternity; and made the blessings upgon éh means for the
growth and development of our perfection and a figation for our
characters and natures, and an atonement for tlseowur actions, which
then cause our sins to become effaced even if dneyexcessive and by
means of thebaraka of sending blessings upon him they become as if
compared to pure non-existencé.”

This statement b$shaykhAhmadu Baba clarifies with the utmost clarity why
the sending of blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him andignapéace
takes the place of a spiritual guide, when there is none. In the atatement is
hidden the purpose of existence and the means to arrive at spiritiegitipa. The
remainder of the text is simply an elaboration on how to arritheateality of the
above statement.

The introduction to the Golden Pearls is very small and brieflyussss the
causative factor behind the descesatb@b ‘n-nuzuglof theQur’anic verse regarding
the legal judgment of sending blessings upon the Prophet, may Allahhesand
grant him peace. It is safe to assume that the reason thatittier did not cite the
verse is because it is well known with those who have the leastrérof knowledge
in Islam. The verse in reference is the famous words of Allah ta'ala:

(%LuLu\jAL.jus \)La\j.u\ u.ml\ Lg_‘\hg_,_\.\l\‘_;c u,Laiiu&)u)‘dS\ u‘%

“Verily Allah and His Angels send blessings upon the Prophet; O you wheebelie
send blessings and peace upon him abundanilyis Qur'anic verse is the legal
source for the obligation, merits and advantages of sending blessingstheon
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. In the introduStiaykh
Ahmadu Baba briefly gives the different opinions regarding when thee weas
revealed. Allah willing | will expand upon his brief discussion of thigtter in my
commentary.

The first chapter “On Some of What Has Been Narrated Regattigniglerits
of Sendings Blessings Upon Him, may Allah bless him and grant hawep€ In it
the shaykhnarrates seven sound prophetic traditions from sources like ad-Daylam
Abu Dawud, at-Tirmidhi, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, lbn Abi Asim, lbn Maja and others
indicating the obligation, merits and advantages of sending blessings ti@on
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. These seven profttions
act as the incentive for the text and is the legal motivatiorafepiritual aspirant
embarking on the important task of sending blessings upon the BestatibGrenay
Allah bless him and grant him peace

The second chapter “The Verified Prophetic Traditions Regarding the
Methodology of Sending Blessings Upon Him, may Allah bless him antt bran
peace, and the Number of Their Expressidfda’this chapter th8haykharrates 32
sound and verified prophetic traditions with narrations going back to th&haykhs
and others. In this chapter tBaaykhestablishes the legal source for the methodology
of sending blessings upon the Prophet, as he, may Allah bless him andigra
peace transmitted to us in his own words. These narrations areantgoetause the
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expressions utilized in them are the same which every Muslint oses in the
obligatory sunnanand superogatory prayers. These specific versions are eaHed
salaat al-ibrahimiyya(‘the Abrahamic salutations’), because they include in their
expression the sending of blessings and peace upon Prophet, Ibrahim ardilthe f
of Ibrahim. It is the consensus of the scholars of Islam, that #res#ne best means
of sending blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.

The third chapter “What Has Been Narrated From the HistdBcatces from
the Companions and the Righteous Ancestors and Those After Them On the
Methodology in This.” TheShaykhgives us narrations from the early community on
the diverse means and ways of sending blessings upon the Prophet,lahalpléds
him and grant him peace. In this chapter Sieaykhdemonstrates that sending
blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him pewaatdimited to
those which were narrated by the Prophet to us, but that this forrawihdrnear to
Allah ta’ala is as innumerous as the number of existing thingsextemt of the
Angels and as vast and immense as the very Essence of Abdd fBhis is so
because, sending blessings upon the Prophet is an Eternal Act ofaAdlleh which
has no beginning to it and no ending to it, which is then combined with tb&rige
and salutations of the Angels of the terrestrial, celestialdamde realities with the
immensity of their stations. When this is combined with the blessnagsalutations
given by a servant of Allah ta'ala whose heart has been transfonnoeigh spiritual
struggle (hujaahidg and has been given vast spiritual openings; there is no doubt that
the sending of blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him andignapéace
are as varied, diverse and unfathomable as the deep oceans and vast leigvier
this reason he cited the salutations of Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abdallad Abass, al-
Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abdallah ibn Umar ibn al-Khataab, Ahy#A'l-
"Aabideen ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, Ali ibn Abdallah ibn Abaksahim
ibn Adham, and other from the three generations about whose veraditgssenger
of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace testified tdibywords: “The
best generations are my generation, then those who follow them anithdlserwho
follow them.”

The fourth chapter “Mentioning What Is Said About the Most Superior
Methodology.”® In this wonderful chapter, tt8haykhgives us thirteen golden pearls
universally accepted as the most superior forms of sending blesgpiogghe Best of
creation, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. It is impodaestize that at the
time this text was composed in the city of Merrekesh,Tdweeqgawhich prevailed
with the notables was that of tleizuuliyanamed after the author of the famous
Dalaa’il al-Khayraat wa Mashaarig al-Anwaar fi Dhikr et "Ala an-Nabiyyi'l-
Mukhtaar the knower of AllahShaykhAbu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Sulayman ibn
Abi Bakr al-Jazuli as-Samlaani as-Shareef al-Hassani [d. 8834.AThe Dalaa'il’'l-
Khayraat is one of the miraculous signs from the signs of Allah regattimgending
of blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him gease.
persistently recited in the eastern lands and western lands anthdkie lands of the
Europeans. The text and tlazuuli Tareeqgas built around the efficacy of sending
blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peacé.i3Vha
important is thatShaykhAhmadu Baba came to the capital of those who send
blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peacstamian
unfurled flag from the Africans demonstrating their love and passiothé Prophet,
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may Allah bless him and grant him peace and his Likumpna May Allah be
merciful to theShaykhto the number of those who sent, send and will send blessings
upon him, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and to the numberefthos
were are and will forget him, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.

And finally, theShaykhends the ‘Golden Pearls’ with a conclusion, which is
actually awird taken from the renowne8ShaykhMuhy ‘d-DeenJunayd al-Yemeni
called Salaat al-'Ashi(The Ten Prayers). He titled it “mentioning of the Ten
Prayers.*” In it he said: “...whoever recites it necessitates for hinsgstitual safety
from the anger of Allah ta'ala; the descent of a successioneofign; Divine
protection from all evils; and the facilitating of all affaif§ The fact thatShaykh
Ahmadu Baba singled owBhaykhMuhy'd-Deen Junayd al-Yemeni for mentioning
indicates the high status that this sage had among the servatihadit that time. It
is well known thatShaykhJunayd al-Yemeni attained his spiritual stations solely
through the persistent sending of blessings upon the Prophet, may Afiathioleand
grant him peaceShaykhAhmadu Baba concluded with a quote fr&naykhJunayd
al-Yemeni who said: “It is essential to arrange these teyedy reciting them ten
times every morning and evening. Whoever does so will obtain the Supteaseire
of Allah taala and safety from His wratf®”

The fact that th&haykhhad to endure twenty years of being cut off from his
beloved city, Tinbuktu and his nearest of kin as a result of the repressunjust
government, gives some indication why he composed three consecutivertekis
effectiveness and value of sending blessings upon the Prophet, maylaiahhim
and grant him peace. These three texts, with the Golden Peadstixeimost concise
of them, was a means for tBdaykhto remain patient, leave the affair over to Allah
and have complete reliance upon Him during this time of difficultyhion and
African people in generaShaykhAbdullahi ibn Fuduye™ said in his Diyal-Qawa'id
“Whenever personal aspirations become difficult for you, then incrie@asending
blessings upon him, for he is the intermediary between us and ouedEkald; he is
the Guide for us to Him; and he is the reinforcement from Hinhl wf areation from
the Prophets and thewliyya For all of our actions are presented to him, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, and thus by means of sending blessinggnupon
illumination is earned, and darkness cannot be removed except withngltimm.
What is meant here by darkness is the darkness connected to thendoid a
contamination, and to the heart and its thirst for those distractibih prevent
spiritual good. Following his actions and character cannot be obtainegteafter
attaining a heightened state of love for him; and this cannot be attairegat #xough
the abundance of sending blessings upon him. For when a thing is loved, it is
mentioned often. He may Allah bless him and grant him peace daidry’
supplication is veiled until the blessings upon Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad is sent.” This was related by at-Tabaraani in_hisvakAMoreover, the
pillars of true supplication are done with the presence, tendernessssiobnof the
heart and its complete connection with Allah and being cut of froongacy factors.
The wings of supplication are sincerity. The proper time of supicas the
predawn hours. The causative factors of supplication are sending despong the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. For when thes péfar
constructed supplications are strong. When the wings of supplicatioobtai@ed
then it flies into the heavens. When they are in conformity withptioper times,
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supplications succeed. When the causative factors of supplicatiopadized they
flourish. It is for this reason that he said in a prophetic traditibhe supplication
placed between two blessings upon me is never rejected.”

What is remarkable about ad-Durr ‘n-Nadébe Golden Pearls) and therd
which sealed it is that it contains the same method of sendingifgssupon the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace used by theet@ury Islamic
reformer, ShehuUthman Dan Fuduye’ in his famous DalaaThis is noteworthy
because this indicates that the Golden Pearl was not composed sgnplytext
narrating the legal proofs for sending blessings upon the Prophet, buasit
composed, like the Dalaa’il al-Khayraaf Shaykhal-Jazuuli as a litanyw(rd),
because the text is formulated on the same arrangem&hiagkhal-Jazuuli famous
wird. It is my opinion thaBhaykhAhmadu Baba intended this text to be utilized as a
wird for those who had become disillusioned and alienated from the al-Jazuuli
Tareeqaat a time when its adherents had collaborated with the as+8giie in its
repression of the Muslims of Songhay. In the Tarikh as-Swadfias-Sa'di and the
Tarikh al-Fataashof al-Ka'ti, much consternation is expressed about the reason that
the Muslims of Marrekesh could collaborate with the Portuguese inmirdeg the
African Muslim kingdom of Songhay, the sacking of its prominent masjidérsity
libraries and seizing of its scholarly notables as captives. d¢disd not have
happened if the efficacy of thieareeqga al-Jazuuliyyaeen effective. It is in this light
that the composition of the Golden Pearls Stiaykh Ahmadu Baba must be
understood. It was a literary demonstration that the sages oéldalr had lost the
baraka of the spiritual patron sage of the city, and that the Muhamaddnt hay
passed to the very people that they had oppressed. $hagkhAhmadu Baba’s
Golden Pearls, as well as his other compositions, were a fornotests against the
venial scholars and a seizing of the spiritual stations of thelathasufi guides,
both who assisted the unjust rulers of the region in the repress&imagkhAhmadu
Baba’s people.

In these times, when it has become a trend for Muslim ‘scholalsgykhs
and “pirs” to collaborate with-western powers in-the repression antioment of
Muslims around the world; at a time when the common Muslims aneedsdsly
seeking a means to draw near to Allah ta'ala and the spiridtialHas been littered
with ‘sufi shaykhsin the employ of western intelligence agencies; this tekie °
Golden Pearls’ is a timely blessing. It demonstrates that rsgudessings upon the
Best of Creation, may Allah bless him and grant him peace is\tis¢ revolutionary
act spiritual aspirants can do in dispensing with ‘the cult of pelisgnahich has
become the hallmark of the PathTasawwufparticularly in the western hemisphere.
The sending of blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him andhigngmtace
is a repeat of the Prophets act of cleansing of the House df éllthe 360 idols.
Today, the Path offasawwufand its edifice has been filled with the idols of
personality worship, mutual envy, arrogance, and ih&weeqarivalry. These idols
can only be cleaned from the HouseTaflsawwufby returning to the person of the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, adherence tovimg Sunna
personal transformation by means of his splendid virtues and increabeeéraistent
sending of blessings and peace upon him, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.

What is significant about ‘the Golden Pearls’, is tBaaykhAhmadu Baba
narrated the text with his chains of authoriégdaneell going back to each of the
narrators. Th&Shaykhwas renowned for his chains of authority in all the collections
of prophetic traditions. In fact, during his time, there was no one wittee city of
Marrekesh particular and North Africa in general who could tran#mitprophetic




tradition of ‘Mercy’ and the ‘hand shake’ of the Prophet, may Allalsdlem and
grant him peace.. It is for this reason that most narrators eé ttveo prophetic
traditions during that time and region of Africa took it by wayStiaykhAhmadu
Baba. This was one of the many reasons that he was declaredh®e teet of the
mujaddidsof the 18" century of the propheticijra. Thus, the magnitude of why the
author named the text, the Golden Pearls is revealed. The authoniti@hghese
blessings upon the Best of Creation, from the tongue of the Prophetlfhfrose the
Companions, the Second and Third Generations after them, as welimasdme of
the most veracious blessings sent upon the Prophet, composed by margvdiytyee
after them, up until the authors own time. Thus the composition is likerithgirsy of
‘golden pearls’ from the earliest times upShaykhAhmadu Baba’s time, in the 17
century where he gathered these ‘golden pearls’ and arrangedntioeanwell crafted
piece of jewelry.

For the African Muslims in the Diaspora, cut off from our ancesieatage
by the trauma and dislocation of Anglo-American slavery, the ‘Golaznl$ is a
reconnection with the supplications and entreaties of the most eandif@ous of our
African Muslim fathers, who like us had to endure the blow of being kidikbape
stolen from the beloved homeland. Thus, by taking the Golden Pearlstas/awe
are able to reunite with the essential spirit of our African IMusncestors with a
clear and unbroken chain going back through the ages to the very presenge of
master Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. | camoive of a
more profound gift to pass down to one’s descendents than StiagikhAhmadu
Baba has bequeathed to us.

The Sankore’ Institute of Islamic-African Studies Internatiaftdrs this text
to all Muslims as a means to reconnect and return to the Sources lwgbsexisted
before the creation and whose appearance is a mercy to all this.wday Allah
ta'ala reward its autho§haykhAhmadu Baba, with the best that He rewards those
who call people to send blessings upon our Beloved Messenger, may &lkahhbh
and grant him peace. On this*2dight of Ramadanin the year 1429 A.H., we offer
this text as aRamadangift for those seeking to draw near to Allah ta'ala and
experience the illuminations of the Night of Power. | ask that thvbseread it, study
it, recite it, teach it and incite others to it, that they witlude me, my family,
children and parents in their sincere supplications. | ask Allala tha He make this
work purely for His sake and that He include it, its author, itsstedor, its reader and
all the Muslims among those about whom the Messenger of Allah Atrety bless
him and grant him peace said:

((SUSh Q5 3 i a3 LA e AL g5 W Qi b L T 0)
“Whoever sends blessings upon me in a book, there will continue to be anwhige
will seek forgiveness for him as long as my name is in that book.”

ShaykhMuhammad Shareef
YanQing People’s Republic of China



Fi Kayfiyyat ‘s-Salaat "ala ‘s-Shafi" ‘|-Basheer

Regarding the Methodology of Sending Blessings
Upon the Mediating Bearer of Glad Tidings



Translation

In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful, may Allah bless our maer
Muhammad, his family and Companions and give them peace.

With the name of Allah who sent our master Muhammad as a rteeetlythe
communities of the world, and made his Divine message radiate througenyt
intense darkness and gloom; and distinguished his rank by sendingl Btessangs
upon him even before the creation of the Guarded Tablet and the Paim.tiAdh
ordered us to send blessings upon him as a tribute of his rank lssdHkecreed in
ancient pre-eternity; and made the blessings upon him a meatise fgrowth and
development of our perfection and a purification for our characters a&ndes, and
an atonement for the evils of our actions, which then cause our sinsotodeffaced
even if they are excessive and by means ob#lrakaof sending blessings upon him
they become as if compared to pure non-existence. May Allah hlegsgive
exceeding peace upon him, his family and Companions as long aseseahiok the
continuous rain and as long as unclean sinners attain the coaff @ilane Pardon
by means of His pure Generosity.

To continue: this is a trivial work, which | have naméte Golden Pearls
Regarding the Methodology of Sending Blessings Upon the Mediating Bearer of
Glad Tidings. | hope that it will be of benefit to the destitute impotent whe has
thus far been unable to attain it and that he makes supplicationefosince | have
attempted to collect it for his benefit and to make it very das him. Glory be to
Allah the Exalted upon whom | take reliance, for He is suffici®er me and the
Preeminent Omnipotent Lord.



Introduction
Abu Dharf® mentioned that the Divine Command of sending blessings upon
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace actuallyredan the second
year after thehijra, which was narrated from him by Ibn H&jrlt is said that it
occurred on the night of the Ascension, while others say that tise vegarding
sending blessings upon him was revealed in the morSha@baar??

8 He was Abu Dharrjundub ibn Janadaibn Sakan al-Ghifaari, the Companion who was antbeg
first of those to enter Islam. He was dark skina@d very tall, and was the most ascetic of all he
Companions of Muhammad, may Allah bless him anahtghéam peace. He died in ar-Rabadha in the
year 31 A.H. during thkhilafa of Uthman ibn “Afan.

8 He was Abu at-TayyibAli ibn Muhammad ibn Ayyub ar-Rafiyi, known adbn Hajr. He a
traditionist and considered reliable by the peapfigorophetic traditions. He traveled extensively in
search of knowledge. He died in the year 321 A H..

8 The reference here is to ti@ur'anic verse revealed iSurat al-Ahzaabwhere Allah ta'ala says:
“Verily Allah and His Angels send blessings uponRtaphet; O you who believe send blessings upon
him and give him peace abundarith}s the author states the scholars differ regaydvhen this verse
was revealed. The soundest opinion is that whiehatthor cited first by way of lbn Hajr on the
authority of Abu Dharr, that it was revealed in Medduring the second year of thgra. This is true
because the entimirawas revealed in Medina. It is also true that thgipular verse referred to above
was revealed in Medina during the month $fia’baan It is for this reason that it is highly
recommended to perform much blessings and salotagion the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace during the monthSfia’baanQadi Abu Bakr ibn Arabi said: “When this verse was
revealed to the Prophet, may Allah bless him anantghim peace, Allah ta'ala ordered his
Companions to give the greetings of peace upon hAmd, likewise those coming after them, were
commanded to send peace upon.the Prophet, may Bl#als him and grant him peace when they are
present at his grave and when his name is mentib@hykhYusef ibn Isma’il an-Nabhaani said that
Ibn Abass said: “The Lord of Truth glory be to Hintends by His words that Allah ta’ala send His
mercy upon the Prophet and that His Angels suplifia him. For the blessing from Allah is mercy,
while the blessings from the Angels include asKorgforgiveness.” Abu al-"Aliya said: “The blessig
of Allah ta’ala is His praise of him with the Angehnd the blessings of the Angels is supplicdtion.
The author ShaykhAbdullahi ibn Fuduye™ said in his Diya’l-Qawa:iiWhen Allah revealed:Verily
Allah and His Angels send blessings upon the Prptie Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace said to_his Companions: ‘Ali@s made me independent of your sending
blessings upon me, however Allah the Mighty the édg has ordered you to do so as an ennobling
miracle for you'.” It is related on the authority @-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib who said, it wasce
said: “O Messenger of Allah, do you have an opirsanthe Words of Allah, the Mighty the Majestic:
‘Verily Allah and His Angels send blessings uponRhephet? He said: ‘Verily that verse is among
those matters which are hidden, and if you hadasked my Lord about it | would not disclosed it to
you. Verily Allah, the Mighty the Majestic has appied to me two Angels that whenever | am
mentioned to a Muslim and he then sends blessiog upe that these two Angels say: ‘May Allah
forgive you, and Allah and His Angels say in anstgethese two Angels- Amen'.” As for the Divine
Command of sending blessings and salutations up@riPtophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, the scholar differ regarding the meaningcafmmand’. Imam Malik said: “The sending of
blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him graht him peace once in a lifetime is an
obligation, it is aSunnaduring the prescribed prayers and is highly reconted in the remainder of
times.” ShaykhAbdullahi ibn Fuduye™ said in his Ta'leem al-Ama#ollowing the opinion ofimam
Malik: “Sending blessings upon the Prophet at leaste in a lifetime is an obligatiotia¢d) - like
bearing witness to his Prophet-hoa@ah{nubuwwa This is in accordance with Allah ta’ala’s worts:
you who believe send blessings upon him and gimepkiace abundantlyDoing it more than once is
highly recommendednfanduub in the Sunnaof Islam and among the customs of its peoples & i
confirmedSunnaand recommended to do it in the leathahhudof the prayer gs-salaa}, during the
night hours before dawn, at the mentioning of lase, when his name is mentioned in a book, and
during the call to prayem(-adhar).” Imamas-Shafi'said: “It is obligatory in every prayer.” And this
was the came opinion of that of Ibn al-Mawwaz.




Chapter One:
On Some of What Has Been Narrated from the Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace on the Merits of Sending Blessings upon him.

[1] It has been narrated on the authority of Abu Hurayra, mdghAbe
pleaset with him in a tradition that isnarfu’anthat the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace said:
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“Send blessings upon me, for verily your sending blessings upon meiigation
for you.”*
[2] It has been narrated on the authority of Abdullah ibn Umay;, Allah be
pleased with theffi back to the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace who said:

(s el 9 s e 1)
“Send blessings upon me, for verily it is multiplied for you a hundred fold.”
This prophetic tradition was transmitted by ad-Daylami withowhain of
authority®®
[3] It has been narrated by Abu Hurayra, may Allah be ptkasth him back
to the Messenger of Allah, may AIIah bless him and grant him peace who said:
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“Whoever sends blessings upon me once, Allah sends blessings upon him ten times.”
This tradition was narrated by Musfim Abu Dawud® at-Tirmidhi®® who

said it was good and sound; an-Nis&aand others.

8 He wasAbu Hurayra, Abd’r-Rahman ibn Sakhar ad-Dawsi, @@mpanion/mamin knowledge, a
jurist, mujtahid and the most learned of the traditionist of thenBanions of Muhammad, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace> He took knowledgectly from the Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace, from Ubay, Abu Bakr, Umar,risaA’isha, al-Fadl, Basra ibn Abi Basra and
Ka'b al-Habri, and he had according the al-Bukimaore than 800 students who took from him the
science of prophetic traditions. He accepted Isfaming the battle of Khaybar in the seventh yetaraf
hijra. According to Abd’r-Rahman ibn Lubayna at-Ta'iffAbu Hurayra was a dark skinned man with
broad shoulders” It has been narrated by Abu al-#han the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri that
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him anchgham peace said: “Abu Hurayra is a receptacle of
knowledge.” He died in Medina in the year&iffia, while he was 78 years old.

8 This prophetic tradition was related by Ibn Abiagha and Ibn Mardawiya on the authority of Abu
Hurayra.

8 He was Abu Abd'r-Rahmadbdallah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattab ibn Nufayl ibn Abd'l-'Uzza ibn
Riyah ibn Qart ibn Rizaah ibn "Adi al-Qurayshi Adawi. He was th&haykh al-Islanof his time. He
accepted Islam when he was young and were amosg thibo gave the oath of allegiance underneath
the tree. He died in Mecca in the year 74 whilevas 84 years old.

8 He was Abu Mansuushahradaari ibn Shirawayhi ibn Shahradaari ad-Daylami al-Hamdani, the
learned traditionist and scholar from the descetsdeihad-Duhaak ibn Fayruz. On the same day that he
was born in the year 483 A.H. he received the shreases that his father, Abu Shuja ad-Daylami
received from the tw@haykhsAbu Bakr ibn Khalaf as-Shirazi and Abu MansuuiValgumi. In the
year 505 he traveled with his father to Isbahanrevtiee would transcribe prophetic traditions for his
father. He collected the chains of authoritiesisffather in a famous text called Musnad al-Fidaies
died in the month oRajabin the year 558 A.H..

8 He was Abu’l-HusayMuslim ibn al-Hajjaj ibn Muslim ibn Wardi ibn Kawshadh al-Qushayri an-
Naysabuuri, the author of the SaheHle was born in the year 204 A.H.. He was from lagnihe most
learned of the people of his time and was a virtulyclopedia of knowledge. Abd’r-Rahman ibn Abi
Hatim said: “Muslim was the most reliable of themuizers of prophetic traditionslinam Muslim
said himself: “| composed foundations of this Sdhieem three hundred thousand prophetic traditions
which | heard personally.” He also said; “I did méce anything in this al-Musnagkcept with clear



[4] In a narration related by Ahm#dwith a chain whose men are sound with
the exception of Ribi" ibn Ibrahinf, who was nevertheless considered trustworthy
and reliable, that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hidhgaant him peace
said:
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“Whoever send blessings upon me once, Allah will write for him ten goedsde
And in another narration he said:

(Sl Do 42 as))
“...and He will wipe away from him ten evil deeds.”

evidence, and | did not remove anything from iteptowith clear evidence.” Ahmad ibn Salma said: “I
was with Muslim when he composed his Sahegfth took fifteen years where he placed in itltee
thousand prophetic traditionsltnam Muslim died in the month oRajab in the year 261 A.H. in
Naysabuur at the age of fifty and some odd years.

8 He was Abu Dawu@ulayman ibn Dawudat-Tayalisi al-Jaarudi al-Faarisi al-Asadi az-ZyfaHe
was born in the year 202 A.Hde was the freedman of the clan of az-Zubayr ibPAslwam and
resided in the city of Basra. Al-Khateeb Abu Baids “It is said that Abu Dawud composed his text
called the_as-Sunnasarly on and showed it to Ahmad ibn Hanbal who s@d@iit and upheld its
excellence.” Ibn Sa'd said that he was extremelialie and had collected innumerous prophetic
traditions. Abu Bakr ibn Dasat said: | heard AbuDd say: ‘| have transcribed of the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace fiuendred thousand traditions. | have extracted
from them and placed in this book (the Sufnfanir thousand traditions, of which | have men¢idn
those that are sound, resemble them and are aodeem. However, sufficient for humanity in their
religion from these are four prophetic traditiofigie first, his saying, may Allah bless him and gran
him peace: ‘Every action is by its intention’. Teecond jis: ‘Apart of the excellent Islam of a pergo
leaving what does not concern-him.” The third i&:Believer will never be a true believer until is
pleased for his brother what he is pleased for éliménd the fourth is: ‘The permissible is clearda
forbidden is clear...’. Ahmad ibn. Muhammad Yaseen :s&flu Dawud was among the leaders in
Islam of the preservers of prophetic traditionstted Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace. His knowledge, his legal analgsi$ his chains of authority were among the highest
levels due to his asceticism, uprightness and stoup piety. He was a literal knight in the sciente
prophetic traditions. 'He died in Basra on thé"iff Shawwal275 A.H. when he was seventy-two
years old.

% He was Abu IséMuhammad ibn Isa ibn Surat ibn Musa ibn ad-Duhaak at-Tirmidhi. Hasborn in
the year 210 A.H.. He was a famous traditionist anithor of the al-Jaamithe al-"lllaland the famous
as-Shimaa'’il al-MuhammadiyyaAbu Ali Mansur ibn Abdallah al-Khaalidi said: ‘Ablsa once said:
‘When | composed the book (the al-Jagmi'then showed it to the scholars of the Hijaagl and
Khurasaan and they were all pleased with it. Whoéeas this book in his home, it is as though he has
a Prophet speaking in his home.” Al-Haakim saichébrd Umar ibn “Ulak say: ‘When al-Bukhari died
there was no one left in Khurasaan like Abu Is&nowledge, memorization, scrupulous piety and
asceticism. He wept until he went blind.” He diettbe 13' of Rajabin the year 279 A.H..

% He was Abu Abdr-Rahmamhmad ibn Shuayb ibn Ali ibn Sinan ibn Bahr an-Nisaai' al-
Khurasani. He waShaykh al-Islamthe famous traditionist and author of the as-&anke was born

in the year 215 A.H. He was a sea of knowledgééndciences with comprehension, meticulousness
and deep insight into the science of the narratondsproficient in the composing of beneficial text.

% He was Abu AbdallahAhmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal ibn Hilal ibn Asad ibn Idris ibn
Abdallah ibn Hayyan ibn Abdallah ibn Anas ad-DudiShaybani al-Marwazi, of the city of Baghdad.
He was thdmamandShaykh ‘I-Islamwithout doubt and one of the absolutejtahids He was born in
the month ofRabi'l-Awwal in the year 164 A.H.. He was fervent in the red@rupon prophetic
traditions in the science of jurisprudence andtbug doctrine of beliefs upon the apparent meaning
of theQur'an.

2 The wording of the prophetic tradition as cited Alymad is slightly different from wha®haykh
Ahmadu Baba cited. Ahmad narrated saying: “Ribifrated to us that Abd’r-Rahman ibn Is’haq
narrated to us on the authority of al-'Alaa ibn AHglahman on the authority of his father (Abd'r-
Rahman ibn Ya'qub al-Juhni), on the authority oliAturayra who said that the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: ‘WBoesends blessings upon me one time, Allah

“azza wa jallawill record for him ten good deeds’.




[5] In the same chain related by hifimay Allah be pleased with him back to
the Messenger of AIIah may AIIah bless hlm and grant h|m peace Who said:
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“Whoever sends blessings upon me ten times, Allah will send blesgiogs him
one hundred times. Whoever sends blessings upon me one hundred timesjlAllah
send blessings upon him one thousand times. Whoever increases in thaaroenof
love and yearning, | will be for him an intercessor and a witmesshe Day of
Standing.”

This was related by Abu Musa al-Medifii.

[6] It has been narrated on the authority of al-Bara’ ibn “Raib a tradition
that is marfu anthat the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace said:
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“Whoever sends blessmgs upon me Allah will write for him becafiseten good
deeds, and wipe away because of it ten evil deeds and raise himaugeet it ten
spiritual ranks and it will be for him equal to freeing ten slaves.”
This was related by Ibn Abi “Asifft, by way of the freedman of al-Bara’,
whose name was not mentioned.

% This refers to above mentioned chain.of authdrityn Ahmad ibn Hanbal on the authority of Ribi’
ibn Ibrahim ibn Muqgassim al-Asadi on the authoritiy Abd’r-Rahman ibn Is’haq ibn Abdallah al-
Kanaai® on the authority of al-"Alaa ibn Abd’r-Ralamibn Ya'qub al-Harqi, on the authority of his
father, Abd’r-Rahman ibn Ya'qub al-Juhni, on théhauty of Abu Hurayra.

° He was Abu Musa al-MadinMuhammad ibn_Umar ibn Ahmad ibn Umar ibn Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Abu Isa al-Madini asl-Asbahaani as-Shabfe was born in the month Bhu’l-Qa’adain

the year 501 A.H.. He was an eruditeam notable traditionist, reliable and was considetiael
Shaykhof narrators of prophetic traditions. He took smauission from more than 300 teachers, three of
whom were women: Khajastata bint Ali ibn Abi Dhas-Saalihania; Umm’l-Layth Da’aja bint Abi
Sahl al-Fadl ibn Muhammad; and Fatima' bint ‘Abdalddduzdaniyya. He was the author of many
advantageous works. Among_them were: the at-Tawhalae Dhayl Ma'rifa as-Sahagbthe al-
Qunuut the Tatmmat'l-Gharibeeand others. Ibn ad-Dubaythi said: “Abu Musa livetdil he became
unique in his time and the foremadtaykhregarding chains of transmission and memorizdtidbu
Mas'ud Kutaahu said: “Abu Musa is hidden treasure"died on the®®of Jumad ‘l-Ulaain the year
581 A.H.. Abdallah ibn Muhammad al-Khujandi sai@ri' the day Abu Musa died, no one wanted to
leave hisjanaazauntil there came severe rain at a time of sevea. fighis was at a time when little
rain fell in Asbahan. However, no one departed fitbeir place of prayer except a few people, and
those gathered were many. One of the last thingishté said to his colleagues: ‘Whenever someone
who has station with Allah dies, Allah dispatcham rclouds on the day he dies as a sign of forgisgn
for him and for those who pray over him.”

®He was Abu Umaral-Baraa ibn “Aazib ibn al-Haarith al-Ansaari al-Haarithi al-Medini.eHvas
among the notables of the Companions of Muhammagt, Allah bless him and grant him peace, and a
superb jurist. He narrated many prophetic trad&ti@md was present at more than fifteen battles
alongside the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bleiss &nd grant him peace. He was present at Badr
but, like Ibn Umar, he was too young to participatés father was among the delegationAofsaar
who came to "Agaba to give the oath of allegiancth¢ Prophet. He narrated 305 prophetic traditions
He later settled in the city of Kufa where he diethe year 71 A.H. at the age of 82.

% He was Abu BakAhmad ibn Abi *Aasim ibn *Amr ibn ad-Duhaak ibn Makhlud ah-Shaybaare. H
was born in the month &hawwalin the year 206 A.H.. He was originally from Badram among the
notable people otasawwuf companion of themasjid and among the people of tt&unnaand
prophetic traditionsHe was a notable traditionist, a proficieinham completely adherent to the
narrated traditions and the composer of many adgaoius works. It is said that he composed 300




[7] It has been narrated on the authority of "Aamir ibn Rabi'a, Allay be
pleased with himi’ who said: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace say wh|Ie making khetba
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“Whoever sends blessings upon me, the Angels will continue to send bdesping
him as long as he sends blessings upon me. This is regardlesseafvhat does it a
small amount or a great deal.”
This was related by Sa'id ibn Mansd&rAhmad, Ibn Maj@® and many

others. The prophetic traditions regarding this are abundantly well-kreovan
prominent, and to Allah is the praise and gratitude.

works. He was appointed as judge of the city ofaksim, which he held for thirteen years and as a
result he disseminated knowledge .among its pedyia.as-Shaykh said: “When it came to providing
guardianship and showing pardon he possessed amisimibg capacity.” Ibn Abi "Aasim was ascetic
and kept the company of renown.ascetics.of his;tBueh as Abu Turab, who often traveled with him.
He never neglected commanding the good and fonhiddvil. He followed the school of thought of
Imam Dawud ah-Dhaahir, and produced excellent worksemtihg his views. Among his more
renowned scholarly compositions were: the al-Mush&@beer in which he transmitted 50 thousand
prophetic traditions; the al-Ahaad wa'l-Mathaniwhich he narrated 20 thousand prophetic traiwl;
and the_al-Mukhtasar min’l-Musnagh which he cited a little more than 20 thousarrdppetic
traditions. the Ibn Abi “Aasim died on a Tuesdight, the 28 of Rabi*’I-Akhir in the year 287 A.H..

" He was Abu AbdallahAamir ibn Rabi‘a ibn Ka'b ibn Malik ibn “Anzu ibn Wa'il al-"AnziyHe
was among the foremost of the Companions who aeddptam before Umar ibn al-Khataab. He made
the hijra to Abyssinia and was the second person to makéiptzeto Medina. He was present at the
battle of Badr. His son Abdallah said: “My fathemwsin his dream that the peple would seek to kill
Uthman. He then arose and said to me: ‘Stand sahled us ask Allah that he protect us from strife’
He also said: “At the time when the people wereisgeto kill Uthman, my father prayed during the
night and supplicated saying: ‘O Allah, save menrfithe strife, which You have caused to befall some
of Your righteous servants.” That day he did navke his home and the morning did not come except
that he died and was seen being carried tgamaaza He died in the 35 A.H. some days before the
assassination gfmir’l-Mu’'mineenUthman ibn “Afan.

% He was Abu Uthmasa’id ibn Mansuur ibn Shu’ba al-Khurasaani al-Marwazi. He was a verenl
traditionist, annmamin knowledge and th8haykhof the Sacred Precinct of Mecca. He was the author
of the famous_as-SunnaHe took knowledge in Khurasan, Iraq, Egypt, Syl theHijaz. He was
one of the key students bthamMalik ibn Anas. He was considered reliable, trustivy and a mine of
knowledge. He transmitted knowledgeltoam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, ad-Darimi, Abu Dawud, Muslim,
Abu Hatim ‘r-Razi, and many others. Abu AbdallahHakim said: “Sa’id resided in Mecca for some
time and it for this reason people attribute hinthe city. He was the key transmitter of the néores

of Sufan ibn "Uyaayna and was one the leadmgmsin the science of prophetic traditions. He
composed many texts, whose narrations were agneed in the two_Saheetollections oflmam al-
Bukhari andmamMuslim.” He died in Mecca in the year 227 A.H. la¢ tage of 83.

% He was Abu AbdallatMuhammad ibn Yazid, known aslbn Maja. He was an expert iQur'an
exegesis, a traditionist and jurist. He was th&@uof the_as-Sunanhe at-Taarikhand_at-TafseeHe
was born in the year 209 A.H.. He was extraordinanhis memorization of prophetic traditions,
verifying their authenticity and truthful in theiransmission. He died on Tuesday, the™2@f
Ramadharnin the year 273 A.H..




Chapter Two:
On the Sound Prophetic Traditions Going Back to Him Regarding the
Methodology of Sending Blessings Upon Him, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace; And the Variety of its Expressions

I s Sk o W pal o cilia LS ik J1 By Sl B s 1))

((ene S S (el i) 1 e oSG LS S
[1] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as you sent blessings upon Ibrahim. Searéikaupon Muhammad and upon the
family of Muhammad just as you sdwdrakaupon Ibrahim, for in all the worlds You
are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by MalfR in the al-Muwatta Muslim and
otherst®!

10 He was Abu AbdallaiMalik ibn Anas ibn Malik ibn Abi “Amr ibn “Amr ibn al-Harith in thman

ibn Khunbal ibn "Amr ibn al-Harith Dhu Asbah ibnwAibn Malik ibn Zayd ibn Shadad ibn Zur at al-
Asfari al-Humayri al-Asbahi al-Medini. He was tB&aykh al-Islamthe proof of thdJmma thelmam
Daar’l-Hijra. His mother was Aliya bint Shareek al-Azadi. Hiatgynal uncles were Abu Suhayl,
Naafi, Uways, ar-Rabi’, an-Nadr and the sons ofu ABamir. Az-Zuhri related that he took
transmission from his father Anas, iand two of higles: Uways and Abu Suhayl. Abu Uways
Abdallah said on the authority of his paternal ernat-Rabi" that their father (Anas) was from among
the leading notables of the Second Generation, tabk transmission from Uthman and many others.
Malik, himself was born in the year 93 A.H., theayeof the death of Anas, the servant of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant peace. He was raised with safeguarding, ease
and distinction. He sought knowledge when he walsvety young just after the deaths of al-Qasim
and Saalim. “Ubaydullah ibn Umar related on Said Abi Hind, on Abu Musa al-Ash’ari who said
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hird grant him peace said: “There will appear people
from the east and the west seeking knowledge agyl whil not find a scholar more knowledgeable
than the scholar of Medina.” Verily this scholarsadalik because he had no equal in Med@adi
“lyad said: “This statement is true on the autlooit as-Sufyan; for Ahmad ibn Abi Khutayma said,
that Mus“ab narrated to us saying that Sufyan inéat us: ‘I myself saw this prophetic tradition and
was referring to Malik.” Sufyan used to ask me dbitne news of Malik. | said: ‘That man of the
people of Umar had knowledge, excellent jurispregemand spiritual distinction. He was always
speaking the truth, commanding the good and keeggiagt from people. Malik used to be admonished
for going off in asceticism, being cut off from gée and solitude. May Allah be merciful to thosetw
(Malik and Sufyan)'.” Ibn “Uyayna said: “Malik wake scholar of the people of thijaz. He was the
proof of his time.” As-Shafi* said: “He was truthfand upright. When the scholars are mentionedy the
Malik is the star.” He died on the morning of Wesday, the 14 of Rabi'l-Awwal in the year 179
A.H.. He lived 86 year9Qadi "lyad narrated that Asad ibn Musa said: “| sawiklafter he died (in a
dream) and upon him was a lojapbaand green garments; and he was mounted on a ste wahich
was flying between the heavens and the earth.n $hél: ‘O Abu Abdallah! didn’'t you die?’ He said:
‘Indeed!” | then said: ‘Where are you going?’ Hadsdl just came from being presented before my
Lord; and He spoke to me face to face and saick Me and | will give you. Wish from Me anything,
for | am content with you'.”

%1 The prophetic tradition was related byam Malik on the authority of Nu'aym ibn Abdallah al-
Madini al-Mujmiri, on the authority of Muhammad ib&bdallah ibn Zayd ibn Abdu Rabbihi, on the
authority of Abu Mas'ud “Ugba ibn "Amr al-Badri Ahksaari, who said: “The Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace came io as assembly of Sa'd ibn "Ubada and Bashir ibn
Sa'd said to him: ‘Allah has commanded us to seedbtessings upon you O Messenger of Allah. So
how can we send blessings upon you?’ The Messafgallah, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace remained silent until we almost assumedhhatas not asked anything. Then he said: “Say...”,
to the end of the above prophetic tradition.
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[2] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon his wives and descendents
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim. Sbathka upon Muhammad, and his
wives and descendents just as You semékaupon lbrahim, verily You are Praised
and Majestic.”

This tradition was related by Malik, the tvhaykhs Ahmad and others on
the authority of Abu Humayd as-Sa Ja?é'hg;]omg back to the Proph&t
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[3] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, Your servant and messgrgjeas
You sent blessings upon Ibrahim. Sdrataka upon Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad, just as You sebaraka upon Ibrahim.” In another narration it added:
“...upon the family of Ibrahim®*
This tradition was narrated by al-Bukh&f, Ahmad and others on the
authority of Abu Sa'id®®

192 He wasAbu Humayd Abd’r-Rahman ibn Sa'és-Saadi He was among the jurist among the
Companions of Muhammad, may Allah bless him anahtghtm peace. Those who took transmission
from him were: Jabir ibn Abdallah, "Urwa ibn az-Ayb, "Amr ibn Sulaym az-Zuraqi, Abass ibn Sahl
ibn Sa'd and others. He narrated twenty six propheaditions. among them being the description of
the prayer of the Prophet, may Allah bless him graaht him peace. He died in the year 60 A.H.

193 This prophetic tradition was related bgam Malik on the authority of Abdallah ibn Abi Bakrrib
Muhammad ibn "Amr, on the authority of his fath&bu Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn “Amr ibn Hazim al-
Ansaari, on the authority of his father, "Amr ibmlig1 ibn Khulda al-Ansaari az-Zurqi, that Abu
Humayd as-Sa’adi informed me that once it was s&@dMessenger of Allah, how do we send
blessings upon you?” He then said: “Say...”, to the efnithe above cited prophetic tradition.

194 Here reference is made to the narration transtnliie al-Bukhari where the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him_peace said: “@M\bkend blessings upon Muhammad Your servant
and messenger, as You sent blessings the familgrahim. And sendaraka upon Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad, as_You sdmtraka upon the family of Ibrahim”; as it was related e
authority of Abu Saalih on the authority of Layth.

195 |mam al-Bukhari was Abu AbdallaMuhammad ibn Isma’il ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mughira, known
as al-Bukhari. He was born in the montiStfawwalin the year 194 A.H.. Although he lost he eyesight
when he was very young, Allah ta’ala blessed himegain it and he subsequently became the most
superior of people in the science of propheticitiaus. He was calledmir ‘I-Mu’mineenin the field

of prophetic traditions. He authored many workspagthem, the TarikhAdab ‘[-Mufrad and the
renowned_Jaami" as-Sahedthe later became the highest and most soundewritixt that has fallen
into the hands of Muslims after tiigur'an. He himself said about that: “I never placed appetic
tradition in it without first taking a complete wdl bath and performing twaka ats” He also said: “I
composed the Sahedh sixteen years and made it a proof between ndeAdlah ta’ala. An-Najm ibn
al-Fadayl said: “I once saw the Prophet, may Ab&ss him and grant him peace in my sleep while he
was walking and Muhammad ibn Isma’il was walkindpibd him. Each time the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace lifted his foot fraspot, Muhammad ibn Isma’il would place his foot
in that same spot.” Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad saichéVer saw any comparable to Muhammad ibn
Isma’il. Even Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj didn’t reach tbe standard of Muhammad ibn Isma’il.” Abu Zayd
al-Marwazi once said: “Once | was sleeping in thecpcts of the Ka'ba facing the area between the
Yemeni corner and thmagaamof Ibrahim, when | saw the Prophet, may Allah blégm and grant
him peace who then said to me: ‘O Abu Zayd, hovglanll you study the book of as-Shafi’ and not
study my book?’ | said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, whatyour book?’ He said: ‘The Jaamf
Muhammad ibn Isma’il."lmam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj once said tbmam al-Bukhari: “I bear witness
that there is no one in this world like yodrmiamal-Bukhari died on a Saturday night, the last high
Ramadharjust at the time of thashaaprayer. He was buried on th&d after thedhuhr prayer in the
year 256 A.H.. He lived to be 62 years old, shéthoteen days.
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[4] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim. Sbataka upon Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, just as You sdpdirakaupon lbrahim. Then send peace upon
me.”

This tradition was narrated by al-Baz&aand others on the authority of Abu
Hurayra with a sound chaln based upon the prereqwsﬂes of tiﬁﬁmy&khs
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[5] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad the Unlettered Prophet and hgon t
damily of Muhammad,just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and upon thedam
Ibrahim. Sendarakaupon Muhammad the Unlettered Prophet and upon the family
of Muhammad, just as You seharaka upon lbrahim and the family of lbrahim,
verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by at-Tirmidhi, who verified its sousdnébn
Khuzayma®, al-Haakim® and its chain is well connected and soltid.

196 Ahmad related this prophetic tradition on the atitiy of Abdallah, on the authority of Abu “Aamir
Abd’l-Malik ibn "Amr al-"Agadi, on the authorityfddbdallah ibn Jaafar ibn Abd’r-Rahman az-Zubhri,
on the authority of Yazid ibn Abdallah ibn al-Haadn the authority of Abdallah ibn Khabaab, on the
authority of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri who said, we orgsd: “O Messenger of Allah, this giving you're
the greetings of peace we have learnt it. But lobléssings sent upon you?” He said: “Say...”, to the
end of the above cited prophetic tradition.

97 He was Abu BakAhmad ibn *Amr ibn Abd’l-Khaaliq al-Basral-Bazaar. He was born in the year
210 A.H.. He was a notable traditionist dnthm of knowledge. Ad-Daraqutni said: “He was reliable.
He authored the famous al-Musnad al-Kab&ith which he journeyed to Asbahaan, Baghdad, Egyp
Mecca and ar-Ramla and disseminated to_the studedtgeople of knowledge. It was ar-Ramla that
he died in the year 292 A.H..

1% He was Abu BakMuhammad ibn Is’haq ibn Khuzayma ibn Saalih ibn Bakr as-Sulami an-
Naysaburi as-Shaafi’. He was traditionist, proofist andShaykh’l-Islamand the leader dmamsof

his time. He was born in the year 223 A.H.. He coehpnsion of both prophetic traditions and
jurisprudence was so proficient that he becamegani in his time due to the vast extent of his
knowledge and spiritual certainty. Abu Alu an-Ndysa said: “I never saw anyone like lbn
Khuzayma.” He also said: “Ibn Khuzayma used to méradssues of jurisprudence extracted from the
prophetic traditions in the same way tidair'an reciter memorized &ur’anic chapter.” Abu Hatim
ibn Hibban at-Tamimi said: “I never saw on the faafethe earth one who could memorize the
extractions of theSunnan or who could memorize the exact expressions efsttund narrations, and
what was superfluous to that, until it was as thiodige entireSunnanwere before him, except
Muhammad ibn Is’haq ibn Khuzayma.” He died on tAa2 Dhu’l-Qa’ida in the year 311 A.H. at the
age of 89.

19 He was al-Haakim Abu AbdallaMuhammad ibn Abdallah ibn Muhammad ibn Hamduwayhi al-
Bayi' ad-Dabyi an-Naysaburi. He was born on Monthey3° of Rabi''l-Awwal in the year 321 A.H..
He was thdmamof the people of prophetic tradition of his tinredahe most knowledgeable and exact
of them in this science. He composed many textstatel many prophetic traditions, verified,
sanctioned and extracted the mistakes in manytimadi He was like a collection of oceans in
knowledge even when he was a young age. He comphbsedarikh ‘n-Naysaburiyeerhe al-Iklee|
the Mustadrak as-Saheehayhe Ma arifa "Uluum’l-Hadeeththe_Muzkaa ‘I-Akhbaarthe _al-Madkhal
lla "Ilm’s-Saheetand others. He died on th8 8f Safarin the year 405 A.H..

10 This prophetic tradition was transmitted on théhatity of Abu Mas'ud “Ugba ibn “Amr al-Badri
al-Ansaari.
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[6] “O Allah send blessings upon the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessings
upon Ibrahim. O Allah sendarakaupon Muhammad, just as You sduatrakaupon
the family of Ibrahim.”

This tradition was narrated by Isma’il al- Qedby way ofmursil
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[7] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhamjusidas
You sent blessings upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You aresBdaand Majestic.
O Allah sendbarakaupon Muhammad, just as You sdxaraka upon the family of
Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim on the auyhofriKa b

ibn “Ujra*? taking it back to the Prophet. In another narration in the expression
narrated by al-Bukhari he said:

(((m\).ﬂ J PP e.&,\).\\ )
“...upon Ibrahim and upon the family of Ibrahim”, in both situations. Othenatas
also narrated this.
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[8] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and upon the family of Ibrabimdb&raka
upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as Youbaegka upon
Ibrahim and upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by al-Bayh&dion the authority of Ka'b ibn “Ujra
taking it back to the Prophet, and it was narrated by a host of others.

((mmd.a\ ‘g\}\&@bwmgﬁsw&;&&g ?%.ﬂ\))

1 He was Abu Is’hadsma’il ibn Is’haq ibn Isma’il ibn Hammad ibn Zayd ibn Dirham al-Aradh
Maliki. He was born in the year 199 A.H.. He was #ruditelmam theShaykh’l-Islamand traditionist
who was appointed as the judge of Baghdad. Heamsasrned and fearfully aware jurist, who was
responsible for spreading the school of thoughimafm Malik among the people of Iraq. He composed
his famous_al-Musnadwvorks on the sciences of tgr'an like his Ahkaam ‘[-Qur'anand_Ma ani'l-
Qur'an works on Qur'anic recitation, verbal conjugation, linguistics as wels gathered the
transmissions dimamMalik. He died suddenly in the month Bhu’l-Hijja in the year 282 A.H..

12 He wasKa'b ibn “Ujra al-Ansaari al-Medini. He was from among the merowave the Oath of
Fealty pa’ayat ‘r-ridwaar). He transmitted many prophetic traditions to $iss: Sa'd, Muhammad,
and Abd’l-Malik, as well as Rabi’a, Taariq ibn Shéltv, Muhammad ibn Sireen and others. He died in
the year 52 A.H..

13 He was Abu BakrAhmad ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Musa al-Bayhagi al-Khusrawjardi al-
Khurasani. He was born Bha’baarin the year 384 A.HHe wasShaykh al-Islana jurist and famous
traditionist. Abd’l-Ghaafir ibn Isma’il said in higarikh “Al-Bayhaqi lived in accordance with the
lives of the upright schlolars. He was content Witthe, was extremely concise in his asceticisnd an
was scrupulous in his piety.” He composed innumenearks: among them his Shu'ab ‘I-Imaas-
Sunan’l-Kabeerat-Targheeb wa't-TarheeBalaa'il an-Nubuwwaaz-Zuhud Fadaa'il ‘s-Sahaaband
many more. Abu al-Ma’ali once said: “If al-Bayhaginted to establishrmadh’habfor himself that he
could giveijtihaad in, he could have, due to the extensiveness ofrsviedge and his awareness of
the differences of opinion.” He died on thé"idf Jumad ‘I-Ulaain the year 458 A.H. at the age of 74.




[9] “O Allah make Your blessings arzhrakabe upon Muhammad, just as You made
them upon Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by Ibn Abi Shajaand Sa'id ibn Mansuur,
whose narratlon added: “...the famlly" in both situatiofts.
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[10] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, Your servant and messengeeand
people of his house, just as You sent blessings upon lbrahim, verily ¥ draised
and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by Isma’il al-Qadi in a tradition thatussn
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[11] “O Allah send blessmgs upon Muhammad and upon he famlly of Muhammad,
and sendbaraka upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and send mercy
upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessmngisa
and mercy upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim, verily You araised and
Majestic.”

This tradition was related by al- Haakim in his Mustadvakthe authority of
Abu Mas'ud*® with a chain in which there was a person unknown, and others also
narrated it.

14 He was Abu Bakibdallah ibn Muhammad al-"Absiyyi ibn al-Qadi Abi Shayba Ibrahim ibn
Uthman ibn Khuwaasti. He was é#mamin the sciences dflam a traditionist and the author of the
notable works: the al-Musnadhe al-Musnafand a major exegesis on tlr'an. He was a sea of
knowledge and it was about him that many later gdims draw and example regarding
memorization. "Amr ibn Ali al-Falaas said: “I nev&w anyone whose memory was a great as that of
Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba.”. Al-Khateeb said: “Abu Bavas an expert in the legal sciences, possessed
astounding memory and was the author of the al-Bigsthe al-Ahkaanand a major exegesis on the
Qur'an. He, along with his brothers al-Qasim and Uthmarrated prophetic traditions in Baghdad.”
Both Imamal-Bukhari andmam Muslim took transmission from him, as well as Abawud, and Ibn
Maja. He died in the month &uharramin the year 235 A.H..

115 This prophetic tradition was related on the auth@f Abdallah ibn Mas'ud.

16 He wasAbu Mas'ud, ‘Ugba ibn “Amr ibn Tha'laba ibn Asira ibn “UsayabAnsaari al-Badri.
Although his name implies that he was present atbéitle of Badr, this is not accurate. He became
known by that name because on the day of the battBadr, he was the one who was sent to protect
the water of area of Badr. Thus, he became fammuthéit. He was present at the oath of allegiance
given at Agaba. His age was the same generatithad®f Jaabir ibn Abdallah, and like him he was
counted among the scholars and jurist of the CompanWhen Ali ibn Abi Talib was appointed to
the khilaafa, he appointed Abu Mas'ud as the governor of KHfa.died in the few days surrounding
the assassination of Ali at Kufa.
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[12] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and the family of his hqusteas
You sent blessings upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You aresBdaand Majestic.
O Allah send blessings upon us along with them. O Allah dmardka upon
Muhammad and upon the people of his house, just as Youbaegita upon the
family of Irahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic. @alA sendbarakaupon us
along with them. The blessings of Allah and the blessings of thevbedi be upon
Muhammad he Unlettered Prophet. Peace be upon you and the merdghotiAd
His baraka”
This tradition was narrated by ad-Daraqdtiiand others on the authority of
lbn Mas udin a chaln which is weak.
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[13] “O Allah make Your blessings, mercy abdraka be upon the master of the
messengers, the leader of those who are fearfully aware asdahef the Prophets,
Muhammad, Your servant and messenger, the leader of what ikeek@nd the
messenger of mercy. O Allah raise him up to the statidiabimud which will cause
elation among the first and the lagk. Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and
make him attain thevaseelaand the exalted rank in Paradise. O Allah make those
who love him among the chosen ones and those who adore him among those brought
near to You, and those who remember him among the people of the Hrgimésfor

he said: “among his house”].And peace upon him and the mercy of AlthiHz
baraka Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and upon the family of Ibrahiity, Yeu

are Praised and Majestic. O Allah sdéradakaupon Muhammad and upon he family

" He was Abu Abd'r-RahmaAbdallah ibn Mas'ud ibn Ghaafil ibn Habib ibn Shamkhi ibn Faar ibn
Makhzuum ibn Saahila ibn Kaahil ibn al-Harith ibarim al-Hudhali. He was a leader among the
muhajiruun an erudite jurist and one of the foremost vangusdrthe 313 Companions who fought at
the Battle of Badr. He was among the protecteagsltif the Bani Zuhra. He was from among the
nujaba of the scholars among the Companions who hadnattaand transmitted much knowledge.
Qays ibn Hazim said: “He was extremely dark skinaed very thin.” "Ubaydallah ibn Abdallah ibn
“Utba said: “He was very short, thin and extremg#yk skinned.” Nuwafi'u, the freedman of lbn
Mas’ud said: “Abdallah was the most generous of mieo wore white garments and those fragrant of
them who wore perfumes.” He died in the year 32.A.H



of Muhammad, just as You seharaka upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim,
verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition has been narrated by Abu “ASthin a chain which included al-
Mas udi'*® who is considered reliable. In another narration after: “...the teafle
what is excellent”, he said:

() )
“...the commander of what is excellent”.
This tradition was narrated by Ibn Maja and others.
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[14] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhamarat,
sendbaraka upon Muhammad and upon he family of Muhammad, just as You sent
blessings anBarakaupon Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”
This tradition was related by Abu Abdullah an-Num&riregarding the
merits of sending blessings, on the authority of Ibn “AB3sgoing back to the
Prophet. He said that his tradition is strange.

18 He wasAbu “Aasim ad-Duhaak ibn Makhlud ibn ad-Duhaak ibn Muslim ibn ad-Duhaak ah-
Shaybaani al-Basri. He was born in the montRabi ’lI-Awwalin the year 122 A.H.. His mother was
from the family of az-Zubayr. He was dmam in_knowledge, traditionist and was considered the
Shaykhof the scholars of prophetic traditions by consenslis profession was that of a silk merchant.
Ahmad al-'ljli said that Abu "Aasim was a jurist avthad transmitted many prophetic traditions
without ever referring to transcription. Abu Ya'@bKhaleeli said: “There was unanimous agreement
regarding his austerity, knowledge, proficiency amdtitude.” He died on the T6of the month of
Dhu’l-Hijja in the year 212 A H..

1% He wasAbd'r-Rahman ibn Abdallah ibn "Utba ibn Abdallah ibn Mas'ud al-Hudhal-Mas’udi
al-Kufi. He was born during thkhilaafa of Abd”l-Malik ibn Marwan in the year 85 A.H.. Heas a
learned jurist and traditionist. He was the brotbEthe jurist Abu’l-"Umaysh ibn Abdallah. Mis ar
said: “There is no one alive who possesses moré&rtbeledge of Ibn Mas'ud than al-Mas udi.” Abu
Hatim said: “He was the most knowledgeable persbhi® time regarding the prophetic traditions
Erzgnsmitted by Ibn Mas ud.” He died in the year Z6H..

121 He was Abu’'l-AbassAbdallah ibn Abass al-Bahr al-Qurayshi al-Hashimi. He was paternalsio

of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant heage the scholar of thémmathe leading jurist of
his time and thédmam of Quranic exegesis. His mother was Umm ‘|-Fadb&loa bint al-Harith ibn
Hazni ibn Buhayr al-Hilali. He was born three yedefore thehijra. He was tall, well built and
extremely handsome. He possessed a penetratinedhteand was among the men of spiritual
perfection. Hamaad ibn Salma narrated on the aityhof Abdallah who said: “lI once slept in the
house of my maternal aunt, Maymuna, and | placegmfar the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace to make the ritual bath. He thésht 8&ho placed this here?’ They said: ‘Abdallah’.
He then said: ‘O Allah teach him interpolation ajide him comprehension in the religion.”
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[15] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of lbrahinly Wou are
Praised and Majestic. Be merciful to Muhammad and to the fashiMuhammad,
just as You were merciful o Ibrahim. Sehdraka upon Muhammad and upon the
family of Muhammad, just as You sebaraka upon Ibrahim and the family of
Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was mentioned by Ibn Masadi from the traditionatedr by
A'ishal??
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[16] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and upon the family of Ibrahiity, Yeu
are Praised and Majestic. Sehdraka upon Muhammad and upon the family of
Muhammad, just as You seiparakaupon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim, verily
You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by an-Nisaai* and al-Khdféein the authority of
Ali going back to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.

122 she was the Mother of the Believersjsha, the daughter of themam the great Champion of

Truth andKhalifa of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him ament him peace, Abu Bakr
Abdallah ibn Abu Qahafa Uthman ibn Umar ibn "Amnika’b ibn Sa'd ibn Tayim of the tribe of
Quraysh, the clan of Taymi and born in Mecca. She thie wife of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace and was unanimouslynbst learned and jurisprudential women of the
Islamic Umma The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him anght him peace said: “Half of the
religion is from A’isha.” She had memorized morertti,210 prophetic traditions. Of these, al-Bukhari
and Muslim both agreed upon the veracity of 174.

123 He was aKhateeb Abu BakrAhmad ibn Ali ibn Thabit ibn Ahmad ibn Mahdi al-Baghdadi. He
was the uniquémam of his time, an eruditenufti, and proficient preserver of the prophetic traafig.

He was considered the last of the prominent trawigt. He was born in the month &iimad ‘I-Akhirin

the year 392 A.H.. He was among the notable ofaShaafi’ scholars having studied with Ali ibn
Abu’l-Hassan ibn al-Mahaamili anal-Qadi Abu't-Tayyib at-Tabari. He was the author of mdnan
fifty advantageous works. Among them were: th&atikh al-Baghdadthe Sharf As’haab ‘I-Hadeeth
the al-Jaamij the al-Kifaayathe_al-Qunuytthe ar-Ruwaat "An Maliland others. As-Sajiy said: “After
ad-Daraqutni there never emerged from Baghdad @lescimore preserving of the prophetic traditions
than Abu Bakr al-Khateeb.” Abu Sa’id as-Sam and:séil-Khateeb was awe inspiring, dignified,
reliable, an authoritative source, an excellenligrapher, eloquent, and he was the last of thatgre
traditionist.” He died on a Monday th& @f Dhu’l-Hijja in the year 463 A.H..
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[17] “O Allah send blessrngs upon Muhammad just ‘as You sent tdsssipon
Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic. Séradaka upon Muhammad and
upon the family of Muhammad, just as You seatakaupon lbrahim, verily You are
Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by Abu Nu'alfthin his Hilyat with a sound
charn as weII as Ahmad and at- Tabaranr

(e e dar ARG
[18] “O Allah send blessings upon blessings upon Muhammad and upon thedamily
Muhammad. O Allah sendaraka upon Muhammad and upon the family of
Muhammad, just as You seb@raka upon lbrahim, verily You are Praised and
Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by Abu Nu'aym in his Hilyath a sound chain,
as well as Ahmad and at-Tabarani.
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[19] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and deséka upon Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessingsbaraka upon Ibrahim
and the family of Ibrahim, verily in all the worlds You areiBed and Majestic. He
then said: “And give the greetings of peace as you have been taught.”
This tradrtron was narrated by a- Tabaranr gorng back to the Prophet
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[20] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. (&eakaupon
Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as You bardka upon
Ibrahim and upon the family of lIbrahim. Send mercy upon Mhammad and upon the
family of Muhammad, just as You sent mercy upon Ibrahim and thelyfarhi
Ibrahim.”

This tradition was narrated by al-Bukhari in his_al-Adab_al-Miffraand
others. In the narration, he said also:

124 He wasAbu Nu'aym Ahmad ibn Abdallah ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yusef al-Mihrani al-
Asbahani as-Sufi. He was a famous traditionist bor@36 A.H.. He was the author of the renown al-
Hiliyat al-Awliya, as well as the Mu'janthe al-Mustakhraj al-Hadiththe Tarikh al-Asbaharthe _Sifat
I-Jannaand many other beneficial works. Hamza ibn al-'gsbal-"Alawi said: “The experts of the
prophetic traditions used to all say that Abu Numaemained fourteen years without a single peer,
either in the east or the west whose chains ofoaitigs were higher than his or more prudent irirthe
memory than him.” He died on the"26f Muharramin the year 430 A.H. at the age of 94.

125 This refers to the al-Adab al-Mufrad fi'l-Hadeetf the Imam and traditionist Abu Abdallah,
Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-Jaafi al-Bukhari, the autlof the famous SaheeBee his brief biography
above.
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“Verily whoever says it, | will act as a witness for hon the Day of Sanding and
intercede for him.” May Allah bless him and grant him peaces fen of this
prophetic chain are men who are sound except one, who is neverthelessl counte
among those reliable.
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[21] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,

just as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of lbraherm@rciful to

Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, just as You were mercifldr&éhiim and

the family of Ibrahim.”
This tradition was narrated by Abu "Asim with a chain which is weak.
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[22] “O Allah make Your blessings, mercy abdrakabe upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, just as You made them upon Ibrahim, and updaniig
of Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”

This tradition was narrated by Imam Ahmad and others on the autlobrit
Burayda ibn al- Hussa)]/f)6 going back to the Prophet with a weak cham
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[23] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad until no blessings remakila®
sendbaraka upon Muhammad until nbaraka remains. O Allah send peace upon
Muhammad until no peace remains, and be merciful to Muhammad until my me
remains.”
It was mentioned in the chain that this blessings was saiceiprdsence of
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace and he responded:

((QSY\ \jq..u as 454)\.43\ Lg‘)\ ‘_,,_1\))

“Verily | see the Angels have filled the horizons.” The chainthi$ tradition is
impaired.

126 He was Abu AbdallaBurayda ibn al-Hussaybibn Abdallah al-Aslami ibn al-Harith ibn al-"Araj
ibn Sa'd al-Aslami. It is said that he acceptednsin the year A.H. when the Prophet, may Allalsble
him and grant him passed him while he was makisgifia. He was present at the Battle of Khaybar
as a flag bearer. The Prophet, may Allah blessdrioh grant him peace appointed him to collect the
yearly zakatfrom his people. He was also the flag bearer fearbla ibn Zayd when he led military
expeditions against the people of al-Balga’ justrathe death of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace. He settled in Mamhiare he disseminated knowledge, and then
settled in Basra for some time. He was appointedJtmar ibn al-Khattab aamir and led military
campaigns during the time of Uthman into Khuraséadied in the year 62 A.H..
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[24] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, and place him in the seafwfess
to You on the Day of Standing.”
This tradition was narrated by al-Bazaar, Ahmad ibn Hanbal andsathehe
authority of Ruwayfi't?’ and parts of the chains of these narrations are good. In one
of the traditions, he, upon him be blessings and peace said:

(it & i’y 406 (o 7))

“Whoever says it, then my intercession is obligatory for him."aiother of the
narrations he, upon hlm be blessmgs and peace sald “Whoever says:

(W] 5 Lol Al T 15as e 4 5TR)

“May Allah reward Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant p@@ace because of
us with what he deserves”

This tradition was narrated by Abu Nu'aym in his Hiliget the authority of
Ibn Abass going back to the Prophet where he said:

(g m e (pantis Ll 406 5 )

“Verily whoever says it will exhaust seventy Angels fohausand mornings.” In the
chain of this tradition is weak.

[25] It has been narrated on the authority of the Prophet, maly Bléss him
and gran him peace who said:

Jj_\sl\ 'c)ﬁ‘;cjdu;\}[\écm&sjc\j‘)\y"SSMMCJJ&LGLAUA))
M_‘U_M_uugsl\ eﬁ@\)d}.ojcmhﬂ\e).\‘;:\JMhA@‘;a\JOA}cMMA@‘;}\J

((JLJ\ L;camé\ﬂ\ %}}s@apwuyﬂt_\mwj

“Whoever sends blessings upon the spirit of Muhammad among spidtsipon his
body among bodies, and upon his grave among graves, will see me stedps
Whoever sees me in his sleep will see me on the Day of StaMilmzever sees me
on the Day of Standing will receive my intercession. Whoeverivesemy
intercession will drink from-my Pond and his -body will be made forliiddem the
Fire.”

This tradition was mentioned in the al-Mawlid al-Muadhah al-"Iraqi®®
without a chain.

127 He wasRuwayfi'u ibn Thabit al-Ansaari an-Najaari al-Medini. He was a promin€oempanion
and narrator of prophetic traditions. He laterledtin Egypt. During th&hilaafa of Amir'l-Mu’mineen
Mu awiyya ibn Abi Sufyaan, he was appointed asgbeernor of Tripoli, from where he was the first
to conduct military expeditions in North Africa. Hied in a place called Barga in the year 56 A.H.
where his grave is located and well known.

128 He was Abu Is’hadbrahim ibn Mansuur ibn al-Muslim al-Misri as-Shaafi* al-Khateeb, whas
famous asl-Iraqi . He was born in Egypt in the year 510 A.H.. He wdsarned traditionist and jurist,
who traveled extensively in the pursuit of knowleddde studied jurisprudence with Abu Bakr
Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-Urmawi, Abu’l-Hassan dirKhalli, Qadi Mujalla ibn Jumay'. He was
later appointed to the post Khateebfor the centramasjidin Cairo. He composed an extensive and
beneficial commentary upon the al-Muhaddidke died in the first part dfumad’l-Ulaain the year 596
AH..
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[26] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad the Prophet, his wives he rislothe
the Believers, his descendents and the people of his house, just aan¥blessings
upon Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic.”
This tradition was narrated by Abu Dawud and others on the authowtyLof

Hurayra, and Malik narrated it back to Abu Mas ud. Al-Bukhari and AbunrHsaid
the tradition is sound.
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[27] “O Allah make Your blessings and mercy be upon Muhammad the Prayhet
wives the Mothers of the Believers, his descendents and the pedpéehaiuse, just
as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim, verily You are Praised.”
This tradition was narrated by Ibn “Adfy in his al-Kaamil an-Nisaai’ and

others on the authority of Ali in a chain in which there are people unknosays in
the first part of the tradition:

oS3 ¢((-r sl il Ol Lile La 1y ) QUK S5 of 675 o59))
“Whoever wants to be happy that the Scales weigh heavily orcbisuiat when he

sends blessings upon us he family of he house, he should say...” And henenti
the above tradition.

(o o W5y Sy e L e Jom 241)
[28] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad Your servant, prophet and messenger
the Unlettered Prophet.”
This tradition was narrated by al-Khateeb and others on the dautbbAnas
going back to the Prophet In the tradition he upon him be blessmgs and peace said:

(T D apid A1) e (il Jadll V5 b 25 L a5
“Whoever sends blessings upon me on Frlday with his particulaessipn eighty
times, Allah will forgive him of his sins for eighty yeardJntil the end of the
tradition; which al-"Iraqi and others considered good.

2% He was Abu Ahmadbdallah ibn “Adiy ibn Abdallah ibn Muhammad ibn Mubaarak ibn al-@att
al-Khujaani. He was born in the year 277 A.H.. Heswa traditionist proficiedtnamand well traveled.
Hamza as-Sahmi said: “Ibn "Adiy was a fearfully esvareserver of the prophetic traditions. There
was no one in his time like him. He was unique angaralleled in the transmission of prophetic
traditions.” He was the author of the renowned a&#il referenced above. He died in the month of
Jumad’l-Akhirin the year 365 A.H..



[29] “O AIIah You have made Your blessings, mercy, forglveness ara$tp1e upon
Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. O Allah they are from me dam from them, so
make Your blessings, mercy, forgiveness and pleasure upon me and upon him.”

This tradition was narrated by ad-Daylami on the authority oftNdaan al-
Asqa’ &° going back to the Prophet with a weak chain.
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[30] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad
with a blessing that will give us Your pleasure, and give himwaseelaand the
station which You have promised him, and reward him because of us hathhe
deserves, and reward him because of us with the best that You réwaPdephet on
behalf of his community. Send blessings upon all of his brothers froong the
Prophets and the righteous, O Most Merciful of the merciful.”

This tradition was narrated by Ibn Abi "Asim going back to thepRet, in
which he, upon him be blessmgs and peace said:

((‘_s_\c&mdc_\n_gt_\)n@uba;@m\.@lﬁwu\))
“Verily whoever says it for seven weeks ' seven times, thenintgrcession is
obligatory for him.”

w@uygf;wuicehjww&)mw@u\ﬁﬁméc&ae@m))

(( ;Gudaﬁfw@u\ﬁ@;w&cd)bjwwm
[31] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad until there remains ndfifamgY our
blessings left. Send peace upon Muhammad until there remains nothingy éuam
peace left. Sendbaraka upon Muhammad until here remains nothing from Your
barakaleft.”

Once there was a man who was caught for stealing a camelagibrought
and testimony was established against him in the presence ®fdpleet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, who then ordered that his hand be diteoffhian
then said the above mentioned supplication until the end. Then miracutbesly
camel spoke out saying: “Verily this man is innocent of steahmed” Then the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace said:

(Feixolgiia))
“Who brought this man before me?” Then seventy people presentedethiess
before him who brought and testified against the man. He said:

(5 ey il 1))

130 He was Abu’l-KhataalWaatila ibn al-Asga’a ibn Ka'b ibn “Aamir al-Laythi. He was among the
prominent Companions of the People of the as-S&fta.acted Islam in the year 9 A.H. and was
present at the battle of Tabuk. In the beginnirgylifé was destitute, but he settled in Damascusrevh
he constructed a well knownasjid He was the last of the Companions of the Profihdie in Syria.
He died in the year 85 A.H. at the age of 98.



“What did you say when you were going away?” The man then inforrmadnith
what he had said. Then the Prophet may AIIah bless him and grant him peace said:

((d.m}‘;mu}]j;_\ \JJ\S@;@M\ d&auﬁmw\ LA‘ t_\)LJ))

“I was looking at the Angels surrounding and enveloplng the sidetstod Medina
until they eventually intervened between me and you.” He, upon him tsngiesand
peace then said:

() AL el (e Tl A5y pasall e G )
“He will definitely be brought to the Pond and his face will bedbaght as the full

moon.”
This tradition was related by ad-Daylami who did not verify its soundness.



Chapter Three
On What Was Reported in the Narratives from the Companions, the Righteous
Ancestors and Those After Them Regarding the Methodologies of Sending
Blessings Upon the Prophet, Upon him be blessings and peace
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[32] “O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad the Unlettered Prophet, updmehim
peace.”
This tradition was related by Isma®t on the authority of Yazid ibn
Abdullah*** who said that they considered it highly recommended to say this
suppllcatlon
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[33] “O Allah, the Unfurler of all things unfurled, the Originatof all things
substantial, the Compeller of hearts to their original natureswthtched among
them and the redeemed.— make the noblest of Your blessings, thexpassiee of
Your baraka and the most gentle of Your benevolence be upon Your servant and
messenger, the seal of what came before, the opener of whaicked, lthe place of
the exaltation of the Truth by the Truth, the defender againstihiesaof falsehood,
since he took up the banner he made Your command of obedience to You appear,
superabundant in the benefits of Your pleasure without prior exempléeaideness

131 He was Abu Is’hadsma’il ibn Ja'far ibn Abi Katheer al-Ansari. He was born in the ya&0
A.H.. He was arimamin knowledge of jurisprudence, a traditionist amée of the leadingmamsof
Quranic recitation of his time. He was among tledlés of thelabi® at-TaabieenHe was one of the
teachers oflmam al-Kasai'. Yahya ibn Ma'in and Ali ibn al-Medini isathat he was reliable and
trustworthy> He died in the year 180 A.H..

32 He was Abu al-'Ala&azid ibn Abdallah ibn as-Shakheer al-"Amari al-Basri. He was brorindu

the reign of Abu Bakr as-Sideeq and was about gamsyolder thatmam al-Hassan al-Basri. He was
among the notables of themamsof knowledge among the Second GenerataifT@abi uun. He took
knowledge from his father, his brother Mutraf ibbd&llah ibn as-Sakheer, Imraan ibn Hussein, the
Mother of the believers A'isha, Uthman ibn Abi Ads, Abu Hurayra, “lyad ibn Himaar and many
others. Some of his students were: Qatada, SaJdrayri , Khalid al-Hadaau’, Sulayman at-Taymiyu,
Qurrat ibn Khalid and many others. He was reliabheritorious and possessed an exalted spiritual
state. He died in the year 108 A.H.



in his resolve to being attentive to Your revelations, protectinyafr covenant,
sharp and energetic in executing Your commands, until he took agfasp of the
banner of Allah and formulated the causative factors for it achrédis people, by
means of him hearts were guided after being plunged in tribulatidrsins, he made
the luminosity of the Divine Signs bright, , he lit the guiding ligbtsislam and
ignited the lamps of legal judgments. For he is Your trustworthy servant, ther kdep
the treasures of Your direct knowledge, and Your witness on theoDaydgment,
that You sent as a Divine favor and Your messenger which You séntheiffruth as

a mercy. O Allah make spacious for him an expansive place in YoadiBa and
reward him with abundance of good from Your bounty and extraordinary delight
from the treasures of Your Eternal Rewards as a GrateedtHbr Your beneficence.

O Allah raise his house above he houses of mankind and ennoble his dighity a
place with You, perfect for him his light and reward him withu¥ceminent
acceptance and pleasure of his witnessing and words, he is thettezanae of
justice, the detailed guiding principle, the proof and manifest evidéviag Allah
bless him and give him peace.”

This traditon was related by at-Tabrdfi and many others on Ali
marfu'an*®* He used to teach this supplication to the people regarding sending
blessings upon him, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. In anathation he
said:
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[34] “O Allah deliver to him from us the greetings of peace and fnom return the
greetings of peace.”

133 He was Abu'l-QasimSulayman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayyub ibn Muteer at-Tabarani, al-Lakhami as-
Shaami. He was born in the month ®afar of the 260 A.H.. He was among the greatest of the
traditionist and collectors of the prophetic traatis. He was the author of the three famous Mu&jim
al-Mu'ajim as-Sagheenl-Muajim al-Awsatand the_al-Muajim al-KabeeAbu Bakr ibn Abu Ali al-
Mu'addal once said: “At-Tabarani was too famougyen try and recount his merits and knowledge.
He was extensive in knowledge and the author inmomsebooks.” Among his works were the three
Muajim mentioned above, as-Sunra-Tawaalatat-TafseerDala’il ‘n-Nubuwwaa the text referred
above Kitaab ‘d-Du’and many others. He died on thé"2# Dhu'l-Qa’ida in the year 360 A.H. in
Asbahaan.

134 He wasAmirl-Mu'mineen Abu’l-HassanAli ibn Abi Talib ibn Abd’l-Muttalib ibn Haashim ibn
Abd’l-Manaf al-Qurayshi al-Haashimi. He was the siouto the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, and was the first male to accdainl at the age of ten. He was raised in the hdme o
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peax never parted from him. He was present in all
the battles with the Prophet as his flag beareegxin the battle of Tabuk. When he asked why he wa
ordered to stay in Medina, the Messenger of Allaay Allah bless him and grant him peace said:
“Are you not content that your place with me iselikhe place of Harun with Musa?” He was the
husband of the leader of the women of Paradis@nkdiint Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, with whom dibdred al-Hassan, al-Husayn (the leader of the
youth of Paradise), Zaynab, Umm Kulthum and Muskiwho died young). He also fathered
Muhammad al-Hanifiya, Umar al-Abass and nine otttg@ldren after the death of Fatima. When the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and gram peace made brotherhood pacts between the
Companions he said to Ali: “You are my brothelriam Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: “Not one of the
Companions attained the virtues that Ali attaindde’ was renowned for his bravery, fearlessness and
prowess on the battlefield. Abu Ja*far MuhammaBaasgir ibn Ali was asked about the description of
Ali and he said: “He was extremely dark skinned had a sturdy body.” He was assassinated in Kufa
by the worst of people Abd'r-Rahman ibn Muljam & 19" of of Ramadharin the year 40 A.H. at
age of 63.




And from him he also saft
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[35] “Verily Allah and His Angels send blessings upon thepRet. O you who
believe send blessings upon him and much peace. | am here O Alldgrdyyat
Your service. The blessings of Allah the Originator, the Mel;,cand the blessings of
the Angels, those who are brought near, the Prophets, the champidnghpfthe
martyrs and the righteous and what glorifies You from amonthiajs O Lord, be
upon Muhammad ibn Abdullah the seal of the Prophets, the mastermétisengers,
the leader of those truly fearful of You, the messenger of the dfottte worlds, the
witness, the bringer of good news, the inviter to You by Your permission, and the Life

giving Lamp, upon him be peace.”
We narrated this tradition from the as-Shifalyad*°
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[36] “O Allah accept the great intercession of Muhammad, raigesuank exaltedly,
give him what he ask in the Hereafter and the first life,ggsYou gave it to lbrahim
and Musa.”

This tradition was rnarrated by Abdu ibn Hum&ydand others on the
authority of Ibn Abass in a chain which is sound.

135 The reference here is againAmir'l-Mu'mineenAli ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him.
This supplication and the one preceding it arebafted to him.

136 Here the author is referring to his chain of atitiiagoing back to the as-Shifaf Abu’l-Fadl al-
Qadi ‘lyad ibn Musa ibn “lyad ibn "Amr ibn Musa ibn “lyad al-Yahsalifndalusi as-Sabti al-
Maliki. He born in the year 476 A.H.. He was tBleaykh’l-Islamof his time, an erudite traditionist and
renowned scholar who had become a literal sea ofviatlge, collection and composition. Due to the
veracity of his scholarly works he became a legiidrpand his name became famous in all the regions
of the Muslims world. He was appointed as judgé¢hefcity of Granada when he was thirty years old.
He is the author of the renowned as-Shifa Bi Td&uug al-Mustafaeferenced here; as well as the
Tarteeb al-Madarakal-"Aqeedathe Jaami" t-Tarikhthe Mashaariq al-Anwaand many others. He
died on a Thursday night on thd' @f Jumad'l-Akhirain the year 574 A.H. and was buried in
Marrekesh, the city of captivity of the author wiéhis text was composed..

13 He was Abu Muhammadbdu ibn Humayd ibn Nasr al-Kissayya. He was born in the year 107
A.H.. He was a traditionist, dmamin knowledge and proof who had traveled extengiiekearch of
prophetic traditions. He took transmission from gnaoholars such as Abu Dawud, Ibn Qutayba, al-
Wagqidi, Abu "Asim and many others. Some of his prent students who narrated from him were
Muslim, at-Tirmidhi, al-Bukhari, and many otherse Hied in the year 249 A.H..




[37] From him alsd®®
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“O Allah verily | ask You O Allah O Compassionate O MercifulRefuge for those
who seek refuge, O Protector of those who are fearful, O Suppdrdse tvho have
no support, O reliance for those who have no reliance, O Provision fa& Wus
have no provision, O Guardian of the weak, O treasure of the des@utmense in
hope, O Redeemer of those ruined, O Rescuer of those drowning, O Origin of good, O
Bringer of perfection, O Benevolent, O Bounteous, O Mighty, O CdempeD
llluminator, You are the One to whom prostrates the darkness onfigie, the
Juminosity of day, the rays of the sun, the rustling of the treesoilned of the water,
and the light of the moon, O Allah! You are Allah! There ispagtner besides You, |
ask You to send blessings upon Muhammad, Your servant, and messedggroa
the family of Muhammad.”

This tradltlon was narrated by lbn ad Dabddytvith a weak chain.
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[38] “O Allah make Your blessings arzhrakaupon the family of Muhammad, just

as You made it upon he family of Ibrahim, verily You are Pragsetimajestic. Peace
upon you O Prophet, and the mercy of Allah and blisaka forgiveness and
pleasure. O Allah make Muhammad among the most ennobled of Yountsetva
You and among the most exalted of them with You in rank, and the gireatiaem

in standing, and the most stable of them with You in intercessionla® Alake those
who follow him from hisUmmaand his descendents the coolness of his eyes. Reward
him because of us with the best reward that You gave to a Prophmhalf of his
people.”

138 The reference here is to Abdallah ibn Abass.

39 He was Abu'l-WalidYusef ibn Abd'l-'Aziz ibn Yusef al-Lakhami al-Undi al-Maliki, known as
Ibn ad-Dabaagh He was born in the year 481 A.H.. He was a traigt, andmamin knowledge and
among the leaders of the scholars of the Murci@ndalusia. He took the transmission of the al-
Muwatta from Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Khawlani, Abu Muhammih ‘ltaab and others. Ibn
Bashkuwal said: “He was the most erudite of oureagues, the knowledgable of them of the
prophetic traditions, the biographies of the merrafismission, their times, the reliable among them
and their weak, their ages as well as their sayiHgswas among the people of perfected assistance i
his connection to knowledge and its disseminatéorg the source of counsel in the governing of his
land.” He died in the year 546 A.H..



It is in this way that this tradition was narrated by theratars on the
authority of al-Hassan ibn Ali, may Allah be pleased with botthefrt*° that he said
regarding sending blessings upon him, may Allah bless him andhgnamteace, just
as Ibn Sa'tf related it in his work regarding sending blessings upon the Prophet
upon h|m be blessmgs and peace.
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[39] “O Allah make Your blessingdyaraka and mercy upon the master of the
Messengers, the leader of those who fear You, the Seal Bfapdets, Your servant
and messenger, the leader of all that is excellent, the commaingdé@at is good. O
Allah place him in the station élahmudon the Day of Standing, which will delight
the first of mankind and the last of them. And send blessings uponniiodé and
upon the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessings upon lbrahimhand t

190 He wasAmirl-Mu'mineen Abu Muhammadal-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib ibn Abd’l-Muttalib

ibn Haashim ibn Abd’l-Manaf al-Qurayshi al-Haashirile was born on the T5of the month of
Sha’baanin the year 3 A.H.. He was the grandson of theddeger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace and is the master of the youthavéditse. Yahya ibn Isa at-Tayimi related on the
authority of Saalim ibn Abu al-Ja’d that Ali.ibn iABalib once said: “| was a man who loved warfare,
so when al-Hassan was born, | desired to name Harb® (‘man of war’). But the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant-him peace named Hiidaasan.” He was the person who most
resembled the Prophet physically. Abu "Aasim relate the authority of "Ugba ibn al-Haarith who
said: “Once Abu Bakr took Al-Hassan and carried bimhis neck and said in verse: ‘By my father you
resemble the Prophet. You do not resemble Ali!" Aidibn Abi Talib smiled.” Ahmad related on the
authority of Abu Hurayra that the Prophet, may Allless him and grant him peace said about al-
Hassan: “O Allah, verily | love him, so love himdiiove whoever loves him.” Ibn Sireen related on
the authority of Abu Bakra that he once saw the 9dager of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace giving a sermon on theénbar, while al-Hassan was standing next to him and did: s
“Verily this son of mine is a master, by which Allavill ameliorate between to two warring factiorfs o
Muslims.” It became true when he voluntarily reliighed the authority oKhalif and gave it to
Mu awwiya ibn Abi Sufyan. He was a spiritual mastextremely handsome, well built, intelligent,
composed, extolled, pious, and reserved. He wasalserson who married and divorced often. It is
reported that he married more than seventy wones.related by Ja afar as-Saadiq ibn Muhammad
al-Baagir ibn Ali Zayn'l-"Aaabideen ibn al-Husayhni Ali ibn Abi Talib, that once Ali said to the
people of Kufa: “O people of Kufa! Do not marry yodaughters to al-Hassan! He is a divorcer of
women!” A man from the people of Hamdaan then stand said: “By Allah we will marry them to
him! Those he is pleased with, he can hold on td #ose he dislike he can divorce!” He was
extremely generous and was known to give one hdntir@usand golden coins to a single person. He
made the pilgrimage to Mecca 25 times on foot. Ad{lam ibn Ma'd once said that the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and rant him peace séid:Hassan is from me and al-Husayn is from
Ali.” Umm Musa said: “Whenever al-Hassan would geddy to go to sleep, he would recite the entire
chapteral-Kahf” Once "Amr ibn al-Asam came to al-Hassan and:sadrily the shi*a are claiming
that Ali will be resurrected from the dead befdne Day of Standing.” Al-Hassan then replied: “By
Allah! They have lied! These people are not outtipans. If we knew that he would be resurrected
then we would not have married off his wives orididd his wealth!” Ibn Hzim said: “When Ali was
assassinated the people of Kufa gave the oath lefiahce to al-Hassan, and they were more
affectionate to him than they were to his fathéd-Kalbi said: “The oath of allegiance was thenegiv

to him and he remained in authority for seven merthd eleven days. Then he turned the authority
over to Mu'awiyya.” Al-Hassan lived for ten yearf$ea that. He died as a result of poisoning in the
month ofRabi™ al-Awwalin the year 50 A.H. at the age of 47.

141 He was Abu Muhammadbdallah ibn Ahmad ibn Sa’d an-Naysabuuri al-Haaji al-Bazzazi. He
was a traditionist aniinamin knowledge. He died suddenly in the year 349./Atthe age of 88.



family of Ibrahim, verily You are Praised and Majestic, majallbless him and
grant him peace.”

This tradition was narrated by Abu Dharr al-Hurdivion the authority of
Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khataab. It was also mentioned by Ibn Sa'd as well.
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[40] O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad among the first of times béessings
upon Muhammad among the last of times, and send blessings upon Muhammad until
the Day of Judgment. O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, the kryghttly,
send blessings upon Muhammad the pleasing elder, send blessingdulppmmad
the messenger prophet. O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad ustpleased,
send blessings upon Muhammad after You are pleased with him, sssags upon
Muhammad as You love to send blessings upon him, send blessings upon Muhammad
as You desire to send blessings upon him. O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad to
the number of Your creation, send blessings upon Muhammad to the ex¥mirof
words which never end, O Allah give Muhammad wWaseelathe bounty, the favor

142 He wasAbu Dharr Abdu ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abdallah ibn Glyaféon Muhammad al-
Khursaani, al-Harawi al-Maliki. He was known is lasd adbn as-Samaak He was born in the year
356 A.H.. He was a traditionist, a learnedam the Shaykhof the Sacredvasjid in Mecca, well
traveled and the composer of many scholarly wdres.authored the renowned al-Mu"ajamwhich

he listed his teachers and the scholars from wheredk transmission. Abd’l-Ghaafir ibn Isma’il said
“Abu Dharr was ascetic, scrupulously pious, andnopgnded. He did not store up wealth. He became
one of the notables of the Sacred Precinct in Meduare the people dasawwuflooked to him for
guidance.” He composed many works, among them:athi€unnathe al-Jaamj the ad-Du aathe
Fadaa'il'l-Qur'an the Dalaa'il an-Nabuwwand others.Qadi "lyad said: “Abu Dharr died in the year
435 AH.”




and the exalted rank. O Allah make his evidence exalted and makardoifs
manifest, and make his hope regarding the people of his house atémms
realized. O Allah make Your blessingbaraka kindness and mercy be upon
Muhammad, Your beloved and intimate and upon the pure and excellent piebisle
house. O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad with the most bounteousthat Y
have blessed anyone from Your creation, derdkaupon Muhammad like that, and
be merciful Muhammad like that. O Allah Send blessings upon Muhammaud dur
the night when it descends, send blessings upon Muhammad during hetldaty wi
manifest, send blessings upon Muhammad during the Hereafter andsthdefi O
Allah send blessings upon Muhammad with blessings which are comgéstd,
baraka upon Muhammad withbaraka which is complete, and be merciful to
Muhammad with a mercy which is complete, send peace upon Muhammad with
peace which is complete. O Allah send blessings upon Muhammadiname of
excellence and the Messenger of Mercy. O Allah send blessings ugmanivhad the
eternal of eternal things, the age of all ages. O Allah senslitdssupon Muhammad
the Unlettered Prophet, the Arab, the Qurayshi, the Hashimi, thalibtae Tihami,

of Mecca; the owner of the Crown and the Staff, the possessiraaid the spoils of
war and the military raid, the possessor of Divine Gifts, Signsadiés and
marvelous tokens, the possessor of the Witnessing Station, thesiddurountain,
the Intercession and the Prostration to the Praiseworthy Lordla® gend blessings
upon Muhammad to the number of those who send blessings upon him and to the
number of those who do not send blessings upon him.”

It is like this that Zayn al-"Aabideé&ff narrated that whenever he, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace would say: “Say...”, that he did not aoross this. |
say’* “It was mentioned by as-Sagraatisi and a host of scholariseoauthority of
Ja'far as-Saadtf on the authority of his fath¥f on the authority of his grandfather,

143 He wasas-SayyidAbu’l-HusaynAli Zayn'l-"Aabideen ibn al-Husayn ibn ImamAli ibn Abi Talib

ibn al-Muttalib ibn Haashim ibn: Abdumanaaf al-Haash al-"Alawi al-Medini. He was born in the
year 38 A.H. He was scrupulously pious, exaltetlalbte and trustworthy and had collected many
prophetic traditions. Az-Zuhri said: “I never meparson of the Quraysh who was superior to Ali ibn
al-Husayn.” He also said about him: “Ali ibn al-Hys _was the most superior of the people of his
house, the best of them in worship, and the mdsivbd of them to Marwan and Abd’l-Malik.” Abu
Hamza at-Tamali said: “Ali ibn al-Husayn used torgdread on his back during the darkness of night
delivering it to the destitute. He used to sayvi@g alms during the darkness of night extinguisihes
anger of the Lord.” Muhammad ibn Is’haq said: “Mapeople of Medina used to survive but did not
know where their livelihood came from. When Ali ilatHusayn died, however the provision which
they used to receive at nights stopped coming. tidd on Wednesday night, the"df Rabi’l-Awwal

in the year 94 A H..

144 The one intended here is the author Ahmadu Baba.

145 He was Abu Abdallada afar ibn Muhammad al-Baagir ibn Ali Zayn al-"Aabideen ibn al-
Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib al-Qurayshi al-Hashiral-Alawi an-Nabawwi al-Medini. He was known
as as-Saadig. His mother was Farwa bint al-QaasimMiuhammad ibn Abi Bakr as-Sideeq. He was
born in the year 80 A.H. He was a man of profoupilitsal virtues, reliable and scrupulous in his
piety. Of all people he possessed the most abuncli@fiect and was the least of them in forgetfalne
Imam Malik said: “I never saw him except in three ssateither praying; silent or reciting ti@uran

He only spoke regarding what concerned him. He avasng the scholars and worshippers who fear
Allah.” It has been related by ad-Daarqutni on thehority of Abd’r-Rahman ibn al-'Abass al-
Hamdani: “Once Ja'far ibn Muhammad came to therd, thay desired to relocate from Medina. He
said: ‘Allah willing, you all are among the mostjiiteous of the people of your city, so inform them
from me: that whoever claims that | am an infalibhamwhom it is obligatory to follow, then | am
free of him. Whoever claims that | freed myselfnfré\bu Bakr and Umar, then | am free of him'.” He
also said: “Whoever sends blessings upon Muhammag, Allah bless him and grant him peace and
upon the people of the his household one hundreesti Allah will fulfill one hundred of his needs.”
Ja’afar ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq died in the yearALKB.



Zayn al-'Aabideen, based upon what Ibn Sa'd narrated, however iadditsonal
expressions which we will narrat&**
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[41] O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, his
Companions, children, the People of his house, his descendents, his lovekisones,
followers, his partisans and upon us along with them all together.
This was narrated by an-Numayri who also said: “Whoever desirelrink
from the generous cups from the Fountain of the Chosen One should thecite
following:
b)l.@.sats‘\.\.ﬂ&\}@JJ}Q\}J‘}DJ\}(}\}‘UM\}‘d\ &Q}JAM&Q LJ*APGJS\
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[42] O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon his family, Companions,
children, wives, descendents, the People of his house, his in-laws,|gesshéis
partisans, loved ones¢)Jmma and upon us along with them all together, O Most
Merciful of the merciful.
This was mentioned by “lyad in the as-Shifiao also said that it is a blessing
he often said.
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[43] O Allah send blessmgs upon Muhammad which fills this world and the
Hereafter, senbarakaupon Muhammad which fills this world and the Hereafter, be
merciful to Muhammad which fills this world and the Hereafterd grant peace to
Muhammad which fills this world and the Hereafter. This was imeed by an-
Numayri and Ibn Bishkawaaf?

146 He was Abu Jaafavluhammad al-Baagir ibn Ali Zayn ‘I-’Aabideen ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn
Abi Talib al-Alawi al-Faatimi al-Medini. He was horin the year 56 A.H. during the life times of
A'isha and Abu Hurayra. He was among those whoegathtogether knowledge, action, nobility,
leadership, reliability, and was naturally suited thekhilaafa He was famous as ‘al-Baagir’ (the one
who opens) because of his breaking open knowleddehs comprehension of its sources as well has
its mysteries. He wasiujtahidand was known to pray during the day and night 5@ ats He was
once asked about the legal judgment of decoratirgstvords with silver and he said: “There is no
harm in that. Abu Bakr as-Sideeq used to decoriatsword.” It was then said: “Do you call him as-
Sideeq?!” He then turned towards the direction afchh and said: “Yes as-Sideeq! Yes as-Sideeq!
And whoever does not call him as-Sideeq, then Al accept his words in this life and the
Hereafter!” A prominenshi’a by the name of Saalim ibn Abi Hafsa said: “I ors#ered upon Abu
Ja’afar while he was sick and he said, (and ashensaid this because of me): “O Allah verily |
recognize the authority and love Abu Bakr and Un@®Allah if there exist in my soul other than this,
then do not allow me to enjoy the intercession afhiimmad, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace on the Day of Standing!” He died in the yidat A.H. in al-Medina.

4" The publisher of the edited Arabic text Dr. Has3#mab mentioned in the footnote after citing this
salutation: “We did not see the need to transnid lfessing because there was not much difference
between it and the one mentioned previously, aedatiditional expressions were not added, which
would makes its citation repetitive.”

148 He was Abu’l-QasinKhalaf ibn Abd’l-Malik ibn Mas'ud ibn Musébn Bashkuwaalaibn Yusef

ibn Daaha al-Ansaari al-Andalusi al-Qurtubi. He wasn in the year 494 A.H.. He was a well
traveled learnedmam proficient traditionist and the expert of propbetaditions of the people of
Andalusia. Abu Abdallah al-baar said: “He was egiem in his transmissions, strict in verifying them
and well aware of the legal their aspects. He whgal proof who had superseded the people of his
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time. He was well versed in the history, biograptaed legal opinions of the peple of Andalusia...He
composed fifty works on a variety of Islamic sciee¢ Among his more well known works were: the
al-Qurbat lla Allah bi as-Salaat "Ala Nabiyyilthe Turhumat al-Muhasitihe Maarifa al-Ulama al-
Afaadila and others. He was appointed as the judge oflishible died on the '8 of the month of
Ramadanin the year 578 A.H. at the age of 84. He wasedulim Cordoba near the grave of the jurist
Yahya ibn Yahya al-Laythi.
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[44] “O Allah verily | ask You with the best of what anyone hdsedsYou, and with
the most beloved of Your Names to You, and the most Noble of them tcaNduy
which You favored us with, Muhammad our Prophet, may Allah bless hingramd
him peace, and which redeemed us from error, and by which You drnaete send
blessings upon him, that You make our blessings into spiritual rarksgnaént,
kindness and Divine favors which You have given. | supplicate You as ogithon
of Your command, and following Your advice, realizing Your promise oftWoa
made incumbent upon us for our Prophet, may Allah bless him and grantdamipe
fulfilling his rights which are before us, and You ordered the sésvém send
blessings upon him as an obligation. And we ask You by the majestgusfFace,
and the Light of Your greatness that You and Your Angels send rmsssipon
Muhammad, Your servant, messenger, prophet and intimate friend, heitbeist
blessings that You have sent upon anyone from Your creation, veriljaréoRraised
and Majestic. O Allah raise his spiritual ranks, ennoble hisostathake his scales
heavy, increase his reward, brighten his evidence, manifedligi®m, illuminate his
light, make his miracles eternal, and let him encounter hiseddsats, the people of
his house with that which will bring joy to his eyes and extol Aimong the prophets
who came before him. O Allah make Muhammad with the most folloaming the
prophets, the best among them in nobility and light, the highest ofitheank, the
most established of them in station, the most correct of them @etlspéhe most
answered of them in request, the best of them with You in portion,rdagegt of
them in desire for what is with You, and lodge him in the well kmaWwfrirdaus in
the highest of ranks. O Allah make Muhammad the most truthful rahee most
answered of request, the first of those who intercede, the dbestose given
intercession, and make him intercede forWmsmawith an intercession which causes
envy for him among the first and last of humanity; and when Yowasts are
separated for the giving of Your decree, make Muhammad amomgpttetruthful of
speech and the best in action and the most guided in ways. O AllaloaraReophet
be superabundant for us, and his Fountain a rendezvous for us. O Allah ugather
among his party, make us act in accordance withShisna make us die upon his
religion and gather us among his party and faction. O Allah make ifbetween us
and between him like what we believe in and do not disappoint us. Do noatsepa
between us and him until we enter his entrance and make us amoragéifiends
along with the Prophets, the Champions of Truth, the martyrs andgtiteaus, the
best of friends. O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, the light ofngeidthe
commander and chief to what is good, the inviter to what is rightPtbphet of
mercy, the leader of those fearfully aware, and the Messengie dford of the
worlds, just as he delivered Your message, recited Your versese@dYour
servants, established Your limits, fulfiled Your endeavors, accshgid Your
judgments, commanded Your obligations, forbade Your prohibitions, befriended Your
protected friends that You love to be befriended and showed enmityutoeviemies
that You love to show enmity towards, and send blessings upon MuhammaldhO Al
send blessings upon his body from bodies; upon his spirit among spirits; on hi
stopping places among stopping places; upon his perspectives from among
perspectives; and upon his remembrance when he is remembered; blgbsiag



from us upon our Prophet. O Allah deliver to him our salutations ofepeach time
he is remembered, and peace be upon the Prophet, and the mercyhainlliédis
baraka O Allah send blessings upon Your Angels which are drawn near, Your
purified prophets, Your sent Messengers, all of those who support Yioomd, upon
Jibreel, Israfeel, Mika’eel, the Angel of death, Ridwaan, Maalild send blessings
upon the Noble Scribes, the People of the house of Your Prophet, nadoy bidiss
him and grant him peace with the best that you have given anyon¢hiegmeople of
houses of the messengers, reward the Companions of Your Prophet, latapléss
him and grant him peace with the best that You rewarded anyomeamong the
companions of the messengers. O Allah forgive the believing men @meéry those
alive and those dead, and those who have preceded us in faith, and do not place rancor
in our hearts for those who believe. O our Lord, indeed You are Kind and Merciful.”
This was narrated by Ibn Sab™ and as-Sagqraatisi in his_bod4aalm on the
authority of Ya'qub ibn Ja'far ibn Sulayman on the authority of hisrfathen the
authority of his grandfather, Sulayman ibn*Aliwho said: “Whenever my father, Ali
ibn Abdallah ibn Abass! used to complete his night prayers, he would praise Allah
and glorify Him and then send blessings upon the Prophet, may Allehhiesand
grant him peace saying the above salutation.”

149 He was Abu’l-Qasimda’afar ibn Sulayman ibn Ali ibn Abdallah ibn Abass al-Abbassi. He was
the master of the Banu Hashim. He was from amoegstiperb rulers of Islam, in generosity, bravery,
knowledge, munificence, and leadership. He was iapgb as the governor of both al-Medina and
Mecca. Abd’'s-Sami” said: “We never heard of anyam®ng the Banu Hashim who had been given
the amount of nobility, governance, wealth, chiigrand servants which he was given.” Al-Asmai’
said: “I never saw a person with such noble charamt noble actions as his.” He died in the yeat 17
AH..

%0 He was Abu Ja'afaBulayman ibn Ali ibn Abdallah ibn Abass al-Abbassi. He took trarssiain
from his father Ali ibn Abdallah ibn Abass, and Yakna. He was the teachers of his sons Jaafar, and
Muhammad as well as his learned daughter, ZaynatbShilayman, and others. He was renowned for
his generosity. It is said that he freed more thia® hundred slaves on one night during “Arafa. lde w
appointed as the governor of Basra. He died imtbeth ofJumad’l-Akhirin the year 142 A.H..

51 He was Abu Muhammadli ibn Abdallah ibn al-Abass ibn Abd’l-Muttalib al-Hashimi. He was
born in the year of the assassination of Ali ibn ABlib, thus was named after him. He was known as
as-Sajaad(the one who makes much prostration). Al-AwzaidsédHe used to make one thousand
prostrations in a day.” He was &mamin knowledge. He was dark skinned, very handsawed,built,

tall and awe inspiring. He used to dye his beatth.wiHe took transmission from his father Abdallah,
Abu Hurayra, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, Abdallah ibn Umand others. He was among those who
combined knowledge with actions. Those who tookdnaission from him were his four sons: Isa,
Dawud, Sulayman and Abd's-Samad, as well as lbmagii, Sa'd ibn lbrahim, Mansuur ibn al-
Mu'tamar and others. Ibn al-Mubarak said: “Ali iBdbdallah possessed a garden which had five
hundred date palms trees, where each day he woaydhworaka atsat each tree.” He died in the year
118 AH..
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[46] O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon his family and grant him
much peace in the sealing of my speech and its beginning, and upon all Your Prophets
and Messengers, Amen O Lord of the worlds. O Allah bring us tBduatain and let
us drink from his cup with a drink that will be thirst quenching, savqrpetizing
after which there will never be thirst, and gather us amongduity without any
dishonor, disgrace, suspicion, repulsiveness, anger or error.

This was mentioned by Abu Nu'aym in his al-Hiligen the authority of

lbrahim ibn Adhan? that he would supplicate with it in the morning after
supplication every week.

%2 He was Abu’l-AbassAbdallah ibn Abass al-Bahr al-Qurayshi al-Hashimi. He was paternalsio

of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant heage the scholar of thémmathe leading jurist of
his time and thédmam of Quranic exegesis. His mother was Umm ‘|-Fadbaloa bint al-Harith ibn
Hazni ibn Buhayr al-Hilali. He was born three yedefore thehijra. He was tall, well built and
extremely handsome. He possessed a penetratinedhteand was among the men of spiritual
perfection. Hamaad ibn Salma narrated on the aityhof Abdallah who said: “lI once slept in the
house of my maternal aunt, Maymuna, and | placemfar the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace to make the ritual bath. He thésht 8&/ho placed this here?’ They said: ‘Abdallah’.
He then said: ‘O Allah teach him interpolation ajide him comprehension in the religion.”



Chapter Four
On Mentioning What is Reported to be the Best of the Methodologies of Send
Blessings Upon Him, may Allah bless him and grant him peace

They are many:

The first of them are those that he, may Allah bless him and bna peace
taught to his Companions, after they asked about that, since he onlyfahoseself
the most noble and superior.

[47] The second is:
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad e/very time those who remember,
remember him, and every time those who are heedless are hedfdlass” Al-
Marwazi™>* mentioned this from the followers of as-Shafi'.
[48] The third is:
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad as he deserves and is his right.”
This was mentioned al-Qadi Husayr>° from the followers of as-Shaft>®

133 Here the author is making reference to those inigssind salutation which he cited in Chapter One
of this text.

%4 He was Abu Sa'@bd’l-Karim ibn Muhammad. ibn Mansuur ibn Muhammad ibn Abd’l-Jabaar at-
Tamimi as-Sam aani al-Khurasaani al-Marwazi. He b@® in the month oBha baann the year 506

in the village of Marwa. He was a notable tradiigbna uniquedmam of knowledge, and the reliable
scholar of prophetic traditions of Khurasaan. Amang books which he composed on supplications
were: the_ad-Da’awgaaind the_ad-Da awaat ‘n-Nabawiyy@haykhal-Marwazi studied with seven
thousand teachers, a feat which few scholars Hathedl. He died on the’lof Rabi*’l-Awwal in the
year 562 A.H. in his hometown of Marwa at the afjgt

1% He was Abu AliHusayn ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Marudhi as-Shaafi". He was the judfe
Khurasaan and th8haykhof the school ofmam as-Shaafi"_in that land. He took transmission from
Abu Nuaym, Abu Bakr al-Qufal al-Marwazi and other®e composed the famous at-Ta'leeq’|l-Kybra
the al-Fataawand other texts. He was a vast receptacle of ledge and was nicknamed the ‘Inkwell
of theUmmad. He died in the month dfluharramin the year 462 A.H..

%6 He was Abu AbdallatMuhammad ibn Idris ibn al-'Abass ibn Uthman ibn Shaafi* ibn as-Saa’ib
ibn "Ubayd ibn Abduyazid ibn Hisham ibn al-Muttallde was known aas-Shaafi*al-Makki. He was
raised in the upkeep of his mother because higfatled when he was young. He then began to study
Arabic language and the law, in which he becameemély proficient and became unprecedented. He
then was give fondness for jurisprudence, in witielbecame the master of the people of his age. He
composed many texts, authored treatise of knowledgerated from the scholars, adhered to the
traditions and composed original text on the fotioa of jurisprudence, as well as in its brancis.
eventually came to have many students. Abu “Ubayd: $I have never seen a person who was as
intelligent as as-Shaafi™” Yunus ibn Abd’l-"Alaaida“lf you gathered the entirekmmatogether, it
would hardly equal his intellect.” The scholarsesgt that as-Shaafi® was the reformeujaddid of

the second century A.H.. As-Shaafi’ said: “If tbegts who act by their knowledge are not Aveliyya

of Allah, then Allah does not have aAwliyyd'. He also said: “Those who invent matters in affaire
two types: those who invent that which is contrtaryhe Book, th&sunnathe narrated traditions or the
consensus. This kind of heretical innovation i®erAnd those that invent something good in which
there is no contradiction in any of these. Thisetygf invention is not blameworthy. Umar said
regarding the standing in the nightRémadhan‘This is a blessed innovation’, meaning by thegttit
was an invention that did not exist before.” As-&hadied on Thursday in the year 104 A.H. at the
fifty and some odd years.




[49] The fourth is:
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, with
the best of Your blessings and to the number of what is know to You.”

This was mentioned by as-Sharaf al-BadZiri.

[50] The fifth is:
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad the Unlettered Prophet, and upon every
prophet, Angel and protected friend, to the number of every even and odd thing, and
to the number of Your words. O our Lord with perfected blessings.”

This was narrated ghaykhMajd ‘d-Deen as-Shirazf?

[51] The SIXth |s
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad Your servant, prophet and messeager, t
Unlettered Prophet, and upon his family, wives, descendents and grargeae) to
the number of Your creation, the pleasure of Yourself, the beauty of Moone,

and the extent of Your words.”
[52] The seventh is:
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad with
blessings which are eternal with Your Eternity.”
[53] The eighth is:
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‘O Allah, Lord of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad send blessings upon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and reward Muhammad, may Allsé ble
him and grant him peace with what he deserves.”

57 He was Abu Muhammadbd’l-Waahid ibn al-Husayn ibn Abd'l-Waahid ibnal-Baaziri al-
Baghdadi. He took transmission from Ibn Talha, IHBatir, Thaabit ibn Bundaara and others. He was
an upright scholar who adhere to the behavior giritisgl deport of the early community. He died in
the month ofShawwalin the year 562 A.H. at the age of 82.

1% He was Abu TaahMuhammad ibn Ya qub al-Fayruzabadi as-Shirazi. He was a traditionist an
jurist. He composed many texts on various sciencelslam. He died in the year 817 A.H.. The
referenced for the above narration was_his as-BatabBishar Fi as-Salaat "Ala Khayr al-Bashar.




[54] The ninth is:
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“O Allah! send blessings upon Muhammad, and the family of Muhammacdbas Y
sent blesings upon Ibrahim and the family of lbrahim. Séadaka upon
Muhammad, and the family of Muhammad as You sanakaupon Ibrahim and the
family of Ibrahim. Verily You are Praiseworthy and Majestith the best of Your
blessings to the number of what is known with You, every time those emhember,
remember him and every time those who are heedless are heedless of him.”

ShaykhAfif ad-Deen al-Yaafit*® said: “And others add to that: *...and grant
him much peace’.”

[55] The tenth is: to gather together all that was narratetiarestablished
prophetic narrations aal-Haafidh Ibn Hajr presumably said. He then said: “That
which provides evidence for acting on this is the above mentioned prophditmn
of Abu Hurayra WhICh Is:

mmd.ﬁ\eem\f\

‘O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad the Prophet, his wives, the Mofhaes
believers, his descendents and the people of his house, just as You sargdlgssn
Inrahim...’, to the end of the tradition. This is based upon his words, maly Bless
him and grant him peace: ‘The one who intends to have his measurasettre
abundantly should say:...” and he mentioned the above salutation.”

[56] The eleventh IS:
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“O Allah forever send the best of Your blessings upon our master, ouard,
Prophet and Messenger Muhammad, and his family and grant him much geece
increase him in nobility, and generosity, and lodge him near to You obapef
Judgment.”
This was mentioned by al-Kamaal ibn al-Himaam al-Hanifi.

%9 He was Afif'd-Deen Abu’l-Fadl al-Murakhi ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Hibbat Allah ibn Ghazaal.
He was born in the middle of the Day of “Arafaathe year 561 A.H. He was known as lbn Shugayr
al-Wasiti. He was a majestghaykhImamof the Qur'an reciters and traditionist. He lived a long age
and traveled throughout the Muslim lands for conmeeaand seeking knowledge. He died on tHfeof
Safarin the year 656 A.H. at the age of 115.



[57] The twelfth is:
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“O Allah grant peace to Muhammad, his family, wives, descendent€@amganions
and send him the best, most pleasant, the greatest, the most, the gndesost
augmented blessings and much peace, which is eternal with Yourtyfet@rbord of
the worlds, to the number of what Your knowledge encompasses, to what &our P
transcribes, to what Your judgment decides, to the number of what You lonthve t
beauty of what You know, and to what fills up what You know, to the exteviowf
perfected words, to the end of Your mercy, to the continuity of Your kingttothe
number of Your creation, to the pleasure that You have with Yourseligtbaauty
of Your Throne, and to the extent of Your words times one hundred thousand like
that. O Allah send blessings and grant peace pon Muhammad, and upon every
prophet, and his family, with a blessing which unlooses that whicledsup, and
removes anxieties in the same way.”

This was mentioned by al-Baha ibn al-Qataan based upon what hisedaeipl
Mugaddasi®® narrated from-him in‘his book Tuhfat al-Abraar

[58] The thirteenth |s
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“O Allah to You belong the praise as you deserve, therefore sendnbgkesgon
Muhammad as he deserves. And be with us with what is deserving of Fawu.
verily You are deserving of extending forgiveness and fearful awareness.”

This was mentioned by Abu Abdullah an-Numayri on the authority of the
ascetic Abdallah ibn al-Mushtahir al-Musali, who said: “Whoever |lawepraise
Allah ta'ala with the best praise of the people of the earth aakhs, and to send
blessings upon Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, Santiee
fashion, and ask for the same should say what was mentioned.”

ImamMajd ad-Deen as-Shirazi said: “In all of this is evidence thatfthe an
it is more extensive than any addition and deficiency; and the meéshast perfect is
what he, may Allah bless him and grant him peace taught us, asewgoned
previously.” And the like there of that others have mentioned as watedirin the
Khama'il az-Zahir Fi as-Salaat Ala Sayyid al-Basfir

160

181 This text was composed by the author some mamthsthe present text, and was more extensive.



Conclusion
On Mention of the Ten Blessings Upon Him, may Allah bless him and grantin
peace

These ten blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace possess abundant good and rhacdka are the composition of the Reviver of
the Deen, who was known as Junayd al-Yemeni. Its utilization has tae@smitted
and handed down to us and classified. Whoever send blessings upon the Prophet, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace by means of it has netedsita himself
Divine security from the Wrath of Allah ta'ala and their vidllow in succession
upon Divine mercy, protection from all evils, as well as allieffavill be made easy
for him. This is it:
The firstis:
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“O Allah! O Lord of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad! send higssupon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and reward Muhammad, may Alls& ble
h|m and grant him peace, with what is deservmg of him.”
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad the Prophet, and his wives the $Mother
the Believers, his descendents just as You sent blessings upon lwafilyryou are
Praiseworthy and Majestic.”
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“O Allah send blessmgs upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, send
baraka upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, and be merciful to
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessiaggka and

was merciful to Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim. Verily Yoe &raiseworthy and
Majestic.”
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, and upon the Family of Muhammad, in

the first worlds and the last and in the Highest Assemblies timtil Day of
Judgment "

“O AIIah send blessmgs upon Muhammad as You ordered us to send blegsings
him, and send blessings upon Muhammad as it is necessary to senigblegsin
him.”
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“O Allah send blessings upon the spirit of Muhammad in all spirrid, @on his
body among all bodies, and upon his grave among all graves.”
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and upon his Family and grant them
peace.” ) )
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“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad whose heart You filled with Yajesty,

and whose eyes You filled with Your beauty, and who became joyful, dedigimnd
V|ctor|ous
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s
“O Allah send blessings upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, heith t
blessings sent by those who are in the heavens and the earth upon himl.@d O
reward me with Your kindness in my affair.”
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“O Allah! send blessings and abundant peace upon our master Muhammad, whose
light preceded creation, whose appearance was a mercy to the, wotls extent of

all those who have passed away and to all those who are continuingetdeheof

those among them who attained bliss and those who have attained wretsheatihe

a blessing engulfs enumeration and encompasses all limits;sangleghich has no

end, no termination, no limit and no cessation; a blessing You sent upora him;
blessing which is eternal with Your eternity and continuous with Youtimuity to

it; and upon his family and Companions the same way. All praiseduaréo Allah

for that.”



Junayd al-Yemeni, may Allah be pleased with him said: “Thengeraent of
these Ten Blessings should be done ten times, morning and evening, anel Wieo
persist in sending these blessings upon him will attain the Gtdleasure of Allah,
and Divine safety from His Wrath. It is like that without any doubt.”

| say: al-Haafidh as-Sakhawi said: “The last blessing meeti above has
some shortage in its expressions.” He then said: “One ddhthgkhsupon whom |
rely said that there is an account that each time the blessmegited it equals ten
thousand blessings.” However, he did not explain the above mentioned account,
which verifies it. Another expression of the above last mentionedasialutis the
following:
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“O Allah! send blessings and abundant peace upon our master Muhammad, whose
light preceded creation, whose appearance was a mercy to the, wothis extent of
all those who have passed away and to all those who are continuingetdeheof
those among them who attained bliss and those who have attained wretshedtie
a blessing engulfs enumeration and encompasses all limits;sangleghich has no
end, no termination, no limit and no cessation;; a blessing whichriakteth Your
eternity; and upon his family and Companions the same way. All prarsedue to
Allah for that.”
Here it is ended and with its ending concludes the treatise.
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