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On Dec. 12, 1997, the Sankore’ Institute, representing the larger Muslim
community, presented the Islamic viewpoint concerning the CDC’s mevate
grooming standards. The views which we represented were consi#tentihaeviegal
sources of our religion. We attempted to come to a middle ground wWieenmnew
changes as planned by the CDC could be implemented without violatamgidsl
grooming standards. In addition to this we made every effort to dermatangiat their
were alternatives which could be considered which would be more effective in
carrying out the purpose of this action and would be as effective and less burdensome
to affected persons.

Our institute clarified that all responses (positive or negatweuld be
reported directly to the United Nations offices. concerning humansrigisues,
namely: the Urgency Section of the United Nations Human Rightsh@ssion; the
Islamic Human Rights Commission; and the International Human Régisisciation
of American Minorities. These international conduits have long beamiexe the
correctional systems in the U.S. and have determined that thensysténcarceration
in this country lagged behind internationally accepted standards ore#tmént of
prisoners. The fact that the U.S. utilizes United Nations’ chammelgnction Muslim
nations testifies to the moral hypocrisy which this country has &egenched in for
decades.

The response which the CDC gave to the Muslim community in particak
been the gradual oppression of Muslim inmates by compelling them agsnod
reclassification to comply with rules which have no security purpbge,which
violate the Muslim inmates Islamic religion. It is a well knofact that the Muslim
inmate population has contributed to the security and harmony which exist in the CDC
system. The Muslim inmate population does not and has never had a bistory
escapes, drug or gang activity.



However, Muslims inmates who have maintained a consistent recgabof
behavior, excellent work habits, well-grounded educational commitmenbehng
penalized by the CDC for simply not complying with grooming standatdsh, as
we have demonstrated in our memo, serve no real security purposetexceatte a
gestapo style climate in the CDC system. Our institution besived hundreds of
letters from Muslim inmates who were reclassified as “Work Group Cteniey are
unable to receive time credits resulting in the lost of allptingleges of higher work
groups. In addition to this Muslim inmates have been determined to berdprog
failures” who fail to accept or perform assignments. The outcomehisfis that
Muslim inmates have been served CDC Form 115, Rules Violation Reptess
they have been accused of misconduct which violates the law and chetbed
infractions which are considered major in nature.

As we explained in our memo, these violations by the CDC of Muslim’
religious rights have been reported to the above mentioned United Nations
organizations. In addition to this, we have and will continue to encouhage t
Muslim inmates who are not intimidated by gestapo tactics and rghandy afraid of
the eternal punishment of Allah to continue to sue the CDC by utilthimgnly legal
redress allowed the Muslim inmates - the 602. This should be donedantmuous
and persistent manner until the situation reaches critical sudfisient to gain the
attention of the State of California as well as the international community.

Lawyers throughout the state and international jurists have assitkdt they
will give us their full corporation in seeing that the rightsted Muslim inmates are
fought for in the most effective means possible. The United Statesthe verge of
leading an unpopular military attack upon Muslim people in the Middlé Eader
the guise of “international support”, while at the same time allgetb implement the
same international standards with regard to her own Muslim inmate population.

Conscientious Muslims around the state consider this unjust andldséisc
the real nature of the “new' inmate grooming standards”. Our instituwill
encourage Muslims around the state to protest this injustice andke imbe felt
where it will hurt the most.
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