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Chapter Nineteen
On the Conclusion of What theShehu Discussed in His Lectures:
A Discussion of the Division of the Types of Preaching and Admoniticend The
Prerequisites for Resoluteness in Guiding Mankind

ealize that preaching from the perspective of admonishing mankind thleout
affairs of the Hereafter, its terrors and what will happerhat tealm along
with reminder of the matters of Paradise are in two divisidds:
praiseworthy; and [2] blameworthy.
As for praiseworthy preaching, it is admonishing people with the signs of
Allah’s Book and sound narratlves Allah ta’ ala says:
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“Remind by means of the Qur an those who fear the theead Allah ta’ala says:
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“Remind, for verily the reminder is beneficial to the belieVdrkewise, all the
verses, prophetic traditions, narratives and sound reports which mémy sxholars
have narrated. As for blameworthy preaching it is admonishing théim the
ignorant storytellers have innovated from mentioning falsehood and dtatic
traditions.

As for the type of preaching which is known to be prevalent in these
Sudaneséands of ours, it is to guide the people to what is esseatighém from the
individual obligations to teach them and urging them to all feg&knowledge; for it
is obligatory upon every juristgqgih) who has completed his individual obligations to
then commence with his collective obligations. It is also obligat@ynuhim to
establish himself in every village and locale. If someone esiasl this matter then it
removes the responsibility from the rest of the people of tlgadrre They should
consider this action of calling people to beneficial knowledge adebe means of
drawing near to Allah ta’ala and firmest of stations witlalAl This was disclosed by
Imam al-Ghazali in his_lhya'l--Uluum‘d-Deeand Ahmad ibn Hajr al-Haythami in
his az-Zawaaijir

If you were to say “It has been narrated from the Prophet, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace that he said:
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“You see stinginess being obeyed, passions being followed and every possassor of
opinion being amazed with his own opinion, then incumbent upon you is the private

affair of your own soul This prophetic tradition and in what resembles it proves that
one should avoid the affairs of the common people and that one should sedktihe s




of the private affairs of his own soul due to the corruption ofithest For there can
be no doubt and there is no disagreement concerning the fact tleatitbabe times
which the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace indlicatéis
statement, as al-Hassan al-Yusi mentioned in his lectures.”

| say: This interpretation is based upon the knowledge that if guiding the
people, commanding them and forbidding them with words and deeds willraing
benefit to them; or if one realizes, out of necessity, that adiiogishem will only
incite strife and disorder, or that it will lead to greatedsgwhen the obligation of
commanding the good and forbidding evil is removed from him regarding thdm a
he should return to the rights which his own soul had upon him. As for asidjms
are concerned, it is highly recommended to preach to them inghedse, since they
do not have a legitimate excuse to reject sound teachings. Hal $pmak to the
people concerning that and mention to them the wisdom of Allah t# #ie. people
listen to him and return to Allah, then this is what is desired. Mewsdf they refuse,
then he has established an excuse with Allah and has establisaed wbligatory
for him to establlshed Wlth regard to Him. Allah ta'ala says:
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“There should arise from among you a community who calls to the exemplary,
commands the good and forbid indecency. These are the prosperolise
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace said as related by
Imamat-Tirmidhi and others:
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“You should command the good and forbid indecency or perhaps Allah will send upon

you a punishment from Himself. You will then supplicate Him and Haatihknswer
you” He, upon him be peace also said:
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“When tribulations appear and the scholars are silent, then upon them is theoturse
Allah.”

Then realize that having resolution and commencing with what has been
mentioned has its prerequisites. Among them is: [1] applicatiomeoBobok of Allah
and theSunna and [2] acquaintance with the sciences ofdihai'a This is in order
that he may not flounder in the issues of the religion nor be petplexdegal
mishaps. On the contrary, he should join together that which has beemndisted of
the sciences and engage in them the way a fish swims the déptbssea. He should
transcend knowledge the way a bird transcends the uninhabited regfidhe
stratosphere, with piercing inner-vision and exalted resolution.

As for what some of the peopl®f theseSudanesdands of ours are doing -
where mere students and common people commence to preach, jump to spread
knowledge and guide the people. This is a grave affliction and a tremendous
tribulation. Whenever you like you can encounter ignorant people who have
squandered their own souls, who are ignorant of some of what is obliggtony
them, not to speak of not attaining the level of knowledge that we graveously
mentioned. For the only thing, which incites them to do, that is theeemnt of
Satan. They are provoked by the corrupt passions of the soul in seekinigdgmw
rank and position with worldly people and pouncing upon the wealth of tyEepe



They falsely imagine that they possess excellent intention iandre resolution in
guiding the people and teaching them. They think that they arevotgsef the title

of scholar. Rather, they even consider that teaching is an obligatidhadridey have

no choice but to do so. Can you not see how that assault real knowhetitesaly

teach and violate the narrated sciences and reason, until the dfedméscommon
people feel awe for them. They then obey them and flock to them dénary
direction. It is then that the religion becomes destroyed at tlheds and corrupted.

The people become preoccupied with what the corrupt souls of thiesetéachers
have contrived. This is what the Prophet indicated, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace in the tradition concerning the removal of true knowledgeénamkbple taking

as their leaders ignorant ones. The people then question them andvihégggl
decisions without sound knowledge - until when the Prophet, upon him be peace said:
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“They have gone astray and will have led others astray.” Eazlofoimnese are more
dangerous in the religion to the Muslims than one thousand devils. Géeree no
news like eye-witnessing. So understand!

From that also is those who are not deserving to establish themselves to
teach.Sharif Jamal ‘d-Deen as-Samhuudi once said: “It is obligatory for yotonioé
established in teaching and instructing the people when you are sevidg of it.
And you should never mention in your lectures that which you have notdsttitie
is regardless if the prerequisites have been met or not. Bas timply making sport
with the religion making contention among the people. The Prophet, mdy Adas
him and grant him peace said:
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“Circulating that which you were not given is like one who dresses iattine of
false testimony

It has been related by Shaykhas-Shibli: -“Whoever commences with
leadership prematurely has embarked upon his own degradation.”dé&asarrated
from Abu Haneefa: Whoever seeks after leadership before its time will remain in
disgrace as long as he endure®©ne of the wise said concerning the instructions of
those who are not authorized to teach:
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The giving of instructions is now commenced by every foolish person
Ignoramuses in order that they can be called a jurist and an instructor.
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The right of the people of knowledge is that they resemble
An ancient house whose teaching pervades every assembly.
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For knowledge has become so wasted away until it has become from its scrawniness
Completely depleted and until every loser and failure claims it.”
It is obligatory with regard to the common people and everyone who is
included in its meaning to guide and object in those things whose knowtedgeal
to the common as well as the elite. This is to be done without #stablishing
themselves no commencing to sit and teach people, by agreemitet scholars.
Among these also is possibility, as many scholars have narratezhgAthese also is
having excellent character. Allah ta'ala says:
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“If you were harsh and hard hearted they would have fled from around ydese
are the three prerequisites that are essential in preaahingstablishing instructions
for the masses.
As for the remaining prerequisites they are not incumbent regarding
guiding others. These depend upon the teacher: like having excellemiantand
one’s words conforming to one’s actions. These two are prerequisitpsrfection.

Not the prerequisites for action.




